


n the 19th century, thanks to the colonial 
system, missionaries were able to come 
and go as they pleased without passports, 
visas, residence permits and other forms 
of red tape; but when they entered those 
wide-open doors they found the hear& of 

the people closed against them. In the latter half of the 
20th century the shoe IS on the other foot. The political 
doors are sometimes difficult to enter; but once inside, 
missionaries find the hearts of the people are wide 
open. One thing is clear. God is doing a new work in 
our day and we had better get with Him if we want a 
piece of the action. 

Never before in history have the non-Christian 
peoples of the world been so open to the claims of 
Jesus Christ. Millions of people in all walks of lire are 
showing an unprecedentetl interest in the Christian 
faith. Animists in Africa, Ilindus in India, Buddhists in 
Southeast Asia, and even Muslims in thc Mlddle East 
arc rending Christinn literature, listening to gospel 
broadcnsls, ant1 enrolling in Bible correspondence 
courses in record numbers. Everywhere the Iioly Spirit 
is :it work, creating a genuine hunger for the Bread of 
Life. And this quest for spiritual reality is not confined 
to the poverty-stricken masses whose interest in 
religion might be suspect. I t  includes teachers, stu- 
dents, governrnenl officials, successful business and 
professional people whose hearts have been touched 
by the Holy Spirit. 

ith few exceptions the churches in 
the Third World are throbbing with 
vigor and vitality. Missionaries on 
furlough are using two adjectives to 
describe the exciting situation in 
many prirts 01' !lie world-fabrrlous 

iind fonlasllc Todrty the cutting edge or the Christian 
cliurcll is in the Third World. That's where the growth 
is rriking pl:lce. Some of' the "duughter" churches over- 

seas are now larger than the "mother" churches in the 
West. 

It is estimated that in Black Africa some 20,000 per- 
sons are embracing Christianity every day In many 
churches the Sunday morning congregation is five 
times larger than the membership. For the first lime in 
history Christians outnumber both the Animists and 
the Muslims. While a significant percentage is evan- 
gelical, many are only nominaily Christian. 

n Korea six new churches come into 
existence every day. In Seoul one local 
church has 30,000 members; another has 
75,000. In Brazil some 3,000 new con- 
greations are springing up every year. 
The largest single congregation in the 

world is in Santiago, Chile-wlth 80,000 members! In 
Indonesia the churches are growing so  rapidly that 
pastors and missionaries have been unable to provide 
adequate training for all those who want to join [he 
church. In some parts of the Third World one ordained 
pastor has the oversight of a dozen congregations. Un- 
der such conditions he can do little more than ad- 
minister baptism and communion. 

In the 1960's three new movements got under 
way-Saturation Evangelism, Church Growth, and 
Theological Education by Extension. AII three are pro- 
ceeding under full steam on a worldwide scale with 
results that ten years ago seemed impossible. 

aturation Evangelism, which began in 
Latin America, has more recently 
spread to all parts o l  the world, where 
it is known by various names. 
Wherever it has aone i t  has broueht 
tens of millions within sound of ;he 

gospel, resulting in church growth on an enormous 
scale. One mission leader, after a visit to Africa, wrote: 

"In some areas where New Life For All campaigns 
have been held there has been a 50 percent church 
growth in one year. The results are fantastic but can 
only be preserved with thorough follow-up by the 
churches." 

The Church Growth Movement has gone into orbit 
in recent years. Church Growth workshops have been 
held in 45 countries. Resource personnel have been 
unable lo respond to the many calls that have come 
from all parts of the world. Vergil Gerber's book, G o d i  
Way ro Keep a Clr~rrclr Going and Gro~ving. has been 
published in 35 languages, with as many more on the 
way. 

,heological Educat~on by Extenston, 
which began in Guatemala in 196Q, 
aims to provide basic theological train- 
ing for older pastors who cannot leave 
home, church, and farm or business to 
attend Bible school. By 1965 one hun- 

dred students had enrolled in the program. Ten years 
later there were 300 TEE  ~nst~tut ions ~n 75 countrlcs 
with a total enrollment of 40,000. Only persons who 
have served on the mission field can possibly appre- 
ciate the significance of this development. 

Modern technology has made i t  possible to proclaim 
the Good News to all the world. Today there are 65 
radio stations owned and operated by Christian 
missions in the Third World. Most of these are small 
with local coverage. Others are large and powerful 
enough to beam the gospel around the world by short- 
wave. One of these stations in Manila is broadcasting 
the gospel daily from 27 transmitters in 72 languages to 
more than two billion people in Asia. Every month 
18,000 letters are received from almost 60 countries. 
More than 1,500,000 have enrolled in Bible corre- 
spondence courses. The operation requires a full-t~me 
staff of 400. 

nother exciting venture is the trtlnslix- 
tion of the Scriptures into over 1,660 
I:~ngtt:~gcs. The complete Bible is rlo\v 
:~\;:iilsble in Innguages spoken by 90 
percent of [lie \vorld's population; the 
New Testilmet~t in  ilnother five per- 

cent; and st leosr otie book in ~inotllcr three percent. 
This leaves only t\vo percent \ \~i~l iout  tiny vernncul!ir 
portions of the \+'ortl of Gotl. The tiisk, lio\\~c\rer, is I'iir 
from finislictl. There tire still well over 3,000 tribes still 
wi~iting I'ol- John 3:Ih in their own It~ngu:lgc. Scorcs of 
n~issions tin0 hundreds of missiontlries ore no\\' :it 
work on this l!tst frontier. 

In the p:ist i t  wris token for grttntccl that tlic task ol' 
worlcl evangelizution \\'iIs the "~rliite mi~li's burclen." In 
recent ye:lrs thc "younger" churches of ttie Third 
M'orltl have begun to tiike rcsponsibilit)l for this work. 
. l . odny sonie 4,000 non-C;~uccisi:~n missionorics ure 

serving in cross-culturnl situations, most of (tiem ~1111- 

portetl by their otvn churchcs. There is every intlicution 
that these churches intend to dccellt their f1111 sli:irc of 
responsibility I'or the evanpclizution of [lie world. This 
is one of the most cxciting devcloprncnts of twentieth- 
ccn tury missions. 

esus sititl, "The h,~rvcst truly is plen- 
teous, but the 1:lborers arc Tcw." This 
was never truer thun i t  is totl;iy. From 
evcry piirt of the worltl conic ci~lls Tor 
help. To mcct Ihe tlcs()cr:~Ic need Tor 
iidditional personnel, mission bolirds 

have had to depend increi~singly on siio~t-term mis- 
s~onaries. The term L I S U H I I ~  lasts i'r0111 one to three 
years. Over S I X  thous;~nd short-termers rtrc now serv- 
ing overseas. This means tli:lt 16 percent ol' all 
Protestant missionnries from North Amcrico ;Ire now 
short-termers, 25 percent of tlicm sign up iIs cilrccr 
missionaries when their cerln of service is ovcr. 

And so  i t  goes. All around !he world the Christii~n 



c h u r c h  i s  o n  t h e  move-leaching,  p reaching ,  helping.  
hea t ing ,  b u i l d ~ n g ,  g rowing .  F o r  t h e  first t i m e  in history 
w e  h a v e  t h e  1001s a n d  t h e  techniques  l o  f inish t h e  j o b  
of world evangelizat ion in o n e  genera t ion .  T h e  o n l y  
p r o b l e m  is ntotlpower. C a n  w e  ge t  t h e  r ight  kind o f  mis-  
s i o n a r y  in  suf f ic ien t  n u m b e r s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  t a s k ?  

n h i s  re turn  f r o m  a recent  world tour  o n e  
Chr i s t ian  s t a t e s m a n  said:  " T h e  m o r e  1 s e e  
of  w h a t  G o d  is d o i n g  in t h e  wor ld ,  t h e  
m o r e  1 am convinced  tha t  w e  s t a n d  today ,  
a[ [his very hour, o n  t h e  th reshold  of  t h e  

grea tes t  spir i tual  a d v a n c e  t h e  world h a s  e v e r  witnessed.  
Clear ly  G o d  is telling u s  that  t ens  o f  mil l ions a r e  ready  
a n d  wait ing t o  k n o w  J e s u s  C h r i s ~ . "  

-J. H e r b e r t  K a n e  

WORLD POPULATION. Now s ~ a n d s  at 3.3 billion. Annual 
increase is 1.9Y0. Christians account for slightly less than 30%. 
There are more non-Christians in India and China than there 
are Christians in the entire world. 

CHRlSTlAN POPULATION. Estimated at 1.23 billion. In- 
cludes 710 million Roman Catholics, 300 million Protestants. 
and 100 miIlion Eastern Orthodox. Evangelicals may number 
as many as ZOO million. 

PROTESTANT h1ISSIONS. Total number of missionaries- 
56,500. Divided as follows: From North America 37,000; 
United Kingdom 7,000; Europe 5,500; Third World 4.000; 
Other 3.000. 

ROhlAN CATHOLIC MISSIONS. Total number of mission- 
aries-65,000. Of these 6.600 are from the U.S.A., down from 
a peak of 9,655 in 1968. American missionaries are supported 
by 230 different missions and orders. 

AMERICAN MISSIONS. Mainline denominations (with few 
exceptions) are retrenching rapidly. Evangelical missions con- 
tinue to expand. Recruitment is a continuing problem. Older 
societies, due to deaths and retirements, are barely holding 
their own. Younger societies are still forging ahead. 

WORLD CHRISTIANITY. Christianity is losing ground in 
Europe; barely holding its own in North America; doing fairly 
well in Asia (outside China); gaining ground in Latin America; 
and registering phenomenal gains in Black Africa. 

MUSLIM WORLD. Apart from Indonesia the Muslim world 
has yielded I'ew converts to Christianity. Several Muslim coun- 
tries are closed lo Christian miss~onaries-Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Libya, Somalia, Mauritania, South Yemen. Several Arab coun- 
tries are using their fabulous oil revenues to promote the 
spread of Islam, especially In Black Africa. Some 25 million 
Muslims now reside in Europe where they are making their 
presence felt. The lslan~ic Kevolution in Iran in 1979 may well 
spark similar movenlents in other Muslim countries. In spite 
of this, however, there is reason for cautious optimism regard- 
ing the future of evangelical missions to the Muslim world. 

COMMUNIST WORLD. Some 1.3 billion persons now live 
under Communism. AII surrer some degree of religious perse- 

cution h4issionaries. of coursc, sre escludctl; Ilut nntio~lal 
christians continuc to \r.itness courayea~~sls .  In ~ h c  U.S.S.K. 
[here sre 10 million Orrhotlos Christians, 5 111ilIion Evan- 
ge!icals, 3 million Kotrliln Csthoticx, and :I million Luther;rns. 
T ~ C  last two grotrps are iound in Estonitii, L:lt\,ia, snd 
~ i ~ h u a n i a  Contr:lry to popular opinion. Bibles arc pubtished 
lInd distributed in small qunntities behind ths Iron Curttlit~. 111 

China, Albania. and North Rorcil the institutionnl church has 
been destroyed. \\'ith the "norrn:llization oE relelions" bel\\'ccn 
China and [he U.S.A. in e!lrly 1979 there :Ire f:tint but cn- 
collraging signs fh:~t the Peking go\vrnrnent tr1ri.v bc gc[ting 
ready to grant the rctigious freetlom gunr:~nlce~l by thc consti- 
ttltion. I t  is just possible fh11t :I select group o l  ~nission:~rics 
nlay be pcrmittcd to relurn lo Chin;t. 
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