
WHY NO ORGAN? 

If you are not accustomed to congregar~ona! slng- 
rng wtthout some accompanrment, perhaps you 
haven't asked this q u e s t ~ o n  because you don't 
w a n t  t o  o f f e n d  a n y b o d y  ~ n d  11 y o u  a r e  
accustomed to 11, perhaps you have hoped nobody 
viould ask the questlon because the answer  might 
offend somebody 

Or perhaps you have asked and rece~ved  a frl- 
voious answer like, 'O rgans  are expensrvel" or 
"Do you thrnk we need a prano?" 

Actually, slnglng In Public w o r s h ~ p  w~ thou t  ~ n s t r u -  
mental accompaniment IS part of our effort to 
observe the Lord's rns l ruc t~ons Our practrce IS 

based on a prlnclple wh ich we feel whould be 
app l~ed  to all formal w o r s h ~ p  of Almlghty God, who 
IS g lor i f~ed In HIS Son Jesus C h r ~ s t  

Let us "In truth and love" try to explain how, on 
t h ~ s  prrnc~ple,  we challenge the common use of 
organ and plan0 ~n C h r ~ s t ~ a n  publrc w o r s h ~ p  

WHAT PRINCIPLE? t 

S~mp ly  t h ~ s  Public worshrp should Include only 
what the Lord H~mse l f  au thor~zes 

WHERE STATED? 

In "the Word of God. the only rnfailrble rule of tarth 
and life," we f ~ n d  the p r ~ n c ~ p l e  stated and recog- 
nlzed In a number of p laces For example, the 
writer of Hebrews (8 4,5) calls attentron to God's 
s p e c ~ f ~ c  rnstructrons to Moses for b u ~ l d ~ n g  the Ark 
and the Tabernacle "See that you make them," 
God s a ~ d  "after the pattern for them, w h ~ c h  was 
shown to you tn the moun ta~n"  (Exodus 25  40 )  
God 's  e labora te  ~ n s t r u c t ~ o n s  about s a c r r f ~ c e s  
were glven w ~ t h  His strict order, "Whatever I com- 
mand you, you shall be careful  to do, you shall not 
add to nor take away from kt" (Deuteronomy 
1 2  3 2 )  

HOW CONFIRMED? 

Some very prominent servants of the Lord were 
severely punlshed when they went beyond God's 
specif ic ins t ruc t~ons for h o n o r ~ n g  Him. Most Bible 
readers are familbar wrth w h a l  happened to Nadab 
and Abihu (Leviticus 101, to Moses (Deuteronomy 
3 2  48-52) ,  to D a v ~ d  (I Chronicles f 5:2-151, or to 
Umzah (I1 Chronicles 26:16-21)  when each of 
them added something to  God's orders for wor- 
ship Perhaps we should see God's conflrmallon 
of this principle in the awful  judgments visited on 
Jerusalem when [he Jewish people kept up the 
typical r i tual o f  the Temple service after the Lamb 
of God had been o f fered and the veil o f  the Temple 
had been torn from top to  bottom (Matthew 27:51). 

HOW PERMANENT AND IMPORTANT? 

There IS eviaence in the New Testament as well as 
the Old that G o d s  Church IS requ~red  l o  observe 
whatever Chrrst commands in worshrp, not just to 
re f ra~n  from what He forblds He denounced as 
vain the worshrp of those who taught for doc t r~ne  
the commandments of men (Matthew 1 5  9). and 
HIS apostle warned agarnst " w ~ l l  worsh~p,  observ- 
bng t h ~ q g s  whrch seem desirable and appropr~ate 
to men, but  w h ~ c h  have no dlvrne author~ry b e h ~ n d  
them (Colosstans 2 16-23)  When the woman at 
the well compla~ned to Jesus about d~sagreement 
between Jew and Samar~tan over where to wor- 
ship, Jesus s a ~ d ,  "Ne~ther  ~n t h ~  mountarn, nor ~n 
Jerusalem True worsh~pers  shall w o r s h ~ p  the 
Father In s p ~ r ~ t  and truth" (John 4 21,231 Jesus 
here IS not lmplylng that the form of worship IS 

unrmportant, but He IS certainly assurrng our 
freedom from mater la l~s t~c ,  t yp~ca l  elements, such 
as altars and sacr~frces,  as "aids to devo t~on  " 

HOW INCLUSIVE? 

We are really statlng here a few scrrptural bases 
for what many C h r ~ s t ~ a n s  accept and refer to as 
the 'regulative p r ~ n c ~ p l e  of worshtp," and our 
applrcatlon of t h ~ s  p r ~ n c ~ p l e  l o  the muslc we  offer 
In p u b l ~ c  w o r s h ~ p  involves the very Important 
question about what features of w o r s h ~ p  are 
defrnrtely prescr~bed by the Lord and what neces- 
sary aspects ( t~me,  place, b u ~ l d ~ n g ,  seats, order of 
servrce) are not We belleve that both what and 
how we slng are essential elements of formal wor- 
ship whtch are l ~ m ~ t e d  to what God author~zes 

HOW RELATED TO PIANOS AND ORGANS? 

Since these instruments which are frequently as- 
sociated with Christian worship today were not 
available in Bible times, we must examine God's 
authorization of similar instruments in His wor- 
ship, or any instruments used to lead or accom- 
pany singing. 

.WHEN AUTHORIZED? 

From early times (Genesis 4:21) there were lutes, 
pipes, and drums available, but the first l o  be  
authorized by God in connection with worship 
were silver trumpets (Numbers 10:  1-1 0) for cal l- 
ing the assembly, celebrating new moons, and 
memorializing various offerings in the days of the 
Ark and the Tent of Meeting. Even singing was not 
an authorized part of formal worship unti l  the time 
of David, who organized a huge choir for the pre- 
mier presentation of a special psalm he composed 
in  dedication of the tent he pitched for the Ark in 
Jerusalem (I Chronicles 16: l -7 ) .  Harps, lyres, and 
cymbals he  appointed to accompany the singers (I 
Chronicles 16:37-42; 25: l -7) .  

God's authorization of this singing and of the 
accompanying instruments is clearly staled when 
the service o f  the Temple was e s t ~ b l i s h e d  under 
David's son, Solomon, who "set the Levites in the 
house of the Lord with cymbals, with harps, and 
with lyres, according to [he command of David and 
of Gad the king's seer, and of  Nathan the prophet: 
for the command was from the Lord through His 
prophets" (11 Chronicles 29:25,26).  Not one but 
three persons received instructions from God to 
introduce instruments into the Temple ser.vice, 
even under a dispensation of grace dominated by 
"external elements." 

We feel that, because rnuslcal rnstrunlenls were 
introduced Into true sp l r~ tua l  w o r s h ~ p  only by ex- 
p l r c ~ t  ~nstructrons from God and onty as part of the 
Temple service w h ~ c h  foreshadowed our atone- 
ment by the blood of Chr~st .  ~t would be necessal y 
to have s~mrlarly expllclt ~ns t l uc t l ons  In the New 
Testament for such ~nst ruments  to be used In 
today 's  C h r ~ s t l a n  w o r s h ~ p  W e  I l nd  rlo such  
tns t ruc t~ons 

H O W  R E L A T E D  T O  O L D  T E S T A M E N T  
SACRIFICES? 

Can we be su1.e that musical instruments which 
God ordered were such an integral part of the 
Temple service that they are excluded from New 
Testament worship in the same way that the rest 
o f  that glorious service is?  \Me do not find in Ihe 
New Testament any command not to offer animal 
sac r i f i ces ,  for example,  but  Chr is t ians  don ' t ,  
because we believe the ceremonial law was com- 
pletely fulfil led in Christ's life on  earth, His death 
on the cross, His resurrection and ascension, and 
His outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

Were harps and lyres and cymbals in the same 
category? It is  because we belleve they were that 
we  stng without the instruments now. 

WHY BELIEVE THIS? 

The association of Temple instruments with I l ie 
b lood sacrif ices is vividly described in I Chroni- 
cles 29:27-30, when Hezekiah commanded burnt 
sacrif ices to be offered according to "the com- 
mand of the Lord through His prophets." "When 
the burnt offering began," we read. "the song of 
the Lord also began with the trumpets, accom- 
panied by the instruments of David, king of Israel. 
While the whole assembly worshiped, the singers 
also sang and the trumpets sounded . . . unti l  the 
burnt offering was finished." Singing lhen con- 
t inued "wi lh the words of David and Asaph the 
seer," but the instruments were silent when the 
sacrif ice was completed. 



We conclude from this God-ordered procedure 
that His people should still be singing "praises 
with gladness" but no longer accompanied by 
blood sacrifices and musical instruments, now 
that Jesus once for all has "offered Himself a 
sacrifice to sat~sfy  d i v~ne  justice and reconcile us 
to God" and has poured out His S p ~ r i i  on all flesh. 

WHY SING AT ALL IN WORSHIP? 

The New Testament authorizes singing in public 
worship as it does prayer, read~ng and preachtng 
of God's Word, and the sacraments of baptism and 
the Lord's Supper. In Ephesians 5:l 9, CoIossians 
3:16, Hebrews 13:15, and James 5 ' 1  3 we are 
urged to stng pralse to God, wtth speci f ic 
reference to psalms of the Bible, the fruit of our 
lips, and melody in  the heart. But no place is sug- 
gested for instrumental music. 

The Psalms help us see the true signif icance of 
Old Testament forms. In appreciation of the 
spiritual blessings in Chr~st  we sing about being 
sprinkled with hyssop (51 : 7 )  and about present- 
ing burnt offerings 366:13), but we recognize that 
we are no longer author~zed to use priests and 
sacrifices in  our Christian worship services. In the 
same way we sing about sweet-voiced lutes and 
clanging cymbals which God once ordered to 
foreshadow the outpouring of His Sp~r i t  following 
Christ's ascension. 

ANY QUESTIONS? 

Many who associate organ music with Christian 
worship have never heard of those who believe 
God authorizes only voices in the singing of His 
praise. Now that you have, should we try to answer 
some of your questions? 

Can't a Christ ian glor i fy God b y  playing o r  
l istening to  an organ o r  a p iano? 
Certainly, but worship is a very special service to 
God. Eating and drinking must glorify God ( I  Cor- 
inthians 10:31), but only the giving and receiving 
of bread and wine according to Christ's appoint- 
ment (I Corinthians 1 1 :23-29) is a service of wor- 
ship. Bathing glorifies God, but only baptism is a 
sacrament. God's deep concern for the way we 
worship Him is called jealousy in the second com- 
mandment (Exodus 20:5). 

Why does God l e t  so many Christ ians use 
instruments i n  worship i f  He doesn't approve o f  
them? 
For the same reason that He permits ignorance 
and even "willful sins." Only Christ's obedience 
and His death for our sins makes any worship 
acceptable to God. But the Bible warns us not to 
presume upon God's kindness and forbearance 
(Romans 2:4). 

Don" Psalms God gave For worship invi te us to 
use harps, lyres, cymbals, and trumpets? 
Yes, and they also urge us to b r i rg  burnt offerings 
and sacrifices. We do all of these things when we 
offer the groanings of the Holy Spirit which cannot 
be uttered (Romans 6:26), and when we trust the 
Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the 
world (Revelation 13:8) 

Isn't heaven a place of harps? Why doesn't God 
approve their use on  earth? 
The Revelation is a picture book, and the harps 
mentioned there (5:8; 14:2; 15:2) are no more 
models for a worship service on earth than are the 
v ia l s  of i n cense  ( 5 :6 ) ,  o r  t han  are New 
Jerusalem's foundations of precious stones, gates 
of pearl, and streets of gold (21 : 19-21 1. 
Weren't instruments used in  the Jewish syn- 
agogues before and during Christ 's days on 
earth, and also i n  the early Christ ian churches 
modeled after the synagogues? 
The B~b le  says nothing to suggest musical instru- 
ments tn the synagogues, and some scholars 
insist there never were any there But, even if 
there were, we cannot assume that they were 
authorized by God, who d~dn ' t  approve of many 
other things the Jews introduced Into His worship. 

Doesn't organ music create a mood that is 
especially appropriate for worship? 
Musica l  therapists classify organ music as 
soothing. Is that an appropriate preparation for the 
"joyful noise" God requires? Even more impor- 
tant, the thing to consider in worship IS  what 
pleases God, not just what makes us feel good. 

Isn't there some a cappella congregational 
singing that sounds so bad  it can' t  possibly b e  
honoring t o  Chr is t?  
Some of it certainly hurts human ears. But if a 
piano or an organ only covers up bad sounds, or 
fills in where there's silence, the Lord isn't 
deceived. Sincerity is no substitute for poor sing- 
ing, but neither is beautiful music a substitute for 
grace in the heart. 

"Let us sing psalms lo  Him with grace!" (Psalms 
95:2) 
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