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prerogatives and regal claims. It was as king—as ¢ Messiah the prince,”
that He was predicted; as a king He was expected : “ Where is He that
i8 born King of the Jews?” was the inquiry of the wise men from the
Esst. As o king He was announced to Mary by the angel, and to the
shepherds by the heavenly choir. As a king He was tried by Pilate. He
was crucified with a crown of thorns upon His brow, and the superscription
over His cross was  King of the Jews.” It was as a king the Jews re-
jeeted Him—* We have no king but Ceesar :"*:and it is His right ito reign
that is called in question to-day. It was to this the Scottish martyrs bore
testimony. On their blue banper was inscribed, “ For Christ's Crown and
Covenunt,” and it is this banner that so many-of the professed followers of
Christ are trailing in the dust to-day, and it is this banner which a little
band of covenanted witnesses would unfurl to the breeze. It is the name
written on His vesture and thigh, “King of kings-and Lord of lords,”
that we ask this nation to read. It is His claim to be ¢ Qovernds: of the
nations,” that we ask this nation to acknowledge.

Testimony, to he effective, must he clear and pointed. It must contain

a thorough exposure of the opposite error. or falsehood, and 2 full vindica-
tion of the truth and the right, and the more candid, calm, and clear, the
more cffective. o

2. Protest. This is a solomn act of a minerity against a statement made,

Or a position sssumed, by the majority, with which they are connected or
identified. In any association of men, organized for whatever purpose, the
act of the association involves the responsibility of all its members, even
:Elthou_gh they may not have favored the act, unless in some way they sioni-
1y.theu-‘di§npprobation of it. In such case, it is common for a,,mjndfjbyp to
record their dissent, and thereby place on record: their opposition' to the act
of the majority. In matters of minor moment, this is desmed sufficient to

roll over on the promoters the weightof the v ﬁon'sibiliiy. But where the

act is of such a-character as to involve guilt or shame, the minority who
wislr to: divest themselves of all responsibility, not only record their dissent,
but publish their protest, and withdvaw from all participation in the matter
protested against; and only when the protest is ‘made faé‘pliblic as the crime
against which. it is entered, can the protestant be freed: from responsibility

Itjwfls from: sucli an act as ‘this that : the napge ¢ Protestant ™’ came to é-;

applied to_the' opposers: of Rome. =+ Wikich 'in 1529, Charles V. obtained

frony the Diet of ‘Spires‘a ‘decree depriving the reformers of liberty .o

ship, - the followers of both Luthér and 'kaiugl'e Joined in an ea
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effort to suppress and silence will only intensify and make pu‘l‘)hlc,' and .st;!l
farther torment and aggravate, and when argument fails, the “ulttma gla 13
regum,” the last argument of kings, will be resorted to, and martyr dood

be shed. But this always produced the opposite effeot’ 'of' that inten 1et .
“The blood of the martyrsis the seed of the church.” It is a sea c[»
their testimony. It attests the sincerity of the witness and his se{nst? 0

the importance of the truth for which he lays down his life. And ‘1(211
it publishes the truth for which he died. Men cannot .elose their e:lx;s_ 0
the ory of blood, nor be indifferent to the charge on which a human being
is executed; and when that charge is one whicli their own consmenﬁes
recognize to be a virtue, and not a crime, it awnkens a tide of sypllpu Il?’
and a spirit of resistance that enlists recruits for the cause in which the

martyr suffers. So these terms express but different phases of one great

- idea—**testimony "’—openly proclaimed and practically exemplified and in

the last extremity sealed with blood. o
Let us now turn our attention to the question in hand.

II. Whatis the power or efficacy of testimony ? _ -
1. It i the power of truth. “Truth is mighty and will prevail.
“ Truth erushed to earth will rise again,
The eternal years of God are her’s ;
‘While error, woundad, writhes in pain,
And dios amid her worshippers,” ) o
It was.the conclusion of ancient philosophers that the universal specifie
for all ills, and the souree of all blessing, was Truth. But when the question
was asked, What is Truth ? they were unable to answer, and it never was
answered till Christ answered it by the declaration, *I am the truth.” No
one is willing to be regarded as holding or propagating a lie, Illth()llg]‘l
many do this knowingly ; yet it is an acknowledgment of wenkness, nnq
is sure in the end to bring disaster on those who are guilty of it. But
truth, to be effective, must be proclaimed, and z&dvocated and witnessed.
1t is like a sword, which, ‘while'in the seabbnrd, is useless, but wielded by
a skilful hand, is mighty. : o . o
2, It consists partly in the courage and determination with w]ufk it s
advocated. These qualities constitute the leader and the hero. The man
who is afraid to utter his convictions, no. matter low unpopular they may
be,. ovr how great danger he may incur, or how great loss he may experi-
ence, is not the material of which martyrs are made, or by whom vietory
is achieved. = He who suppresses truth for fear of a sneer, or of social os-
tracism, or.of the lack of his- bread and butter, may win a short llve,d
popularity, but need not fear the martyr's stake or hope for the martyr’s
crown. ‘That which a brave people most admire is true courage, and the
man who, like Luther, could nail his theses to the caphedral door and pro-
nounce his emphatic “ No " in the face of a frowning world, has in him
au element that will attract brave hearts around him, and bind them to
him as the maguet does the stecl. Tt is this makes tyrants tremble and
makes heroes brave. It was this that made $he pame of Joho Brown t.!lp
watchword of liberty and the death knell of slavery. The curse of Chris-
tianity to-day is a cowardly pulpit, silenced by the butter-horn of favor or
by the guillotine of fear. As in the days of Lalayery"’s reign, the pulpit 18
muzzled, the. press subsidized, and the ‘people’are perishing for lack of
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knowledge. Let the ministry, as John the Baptist did, go to the wﬂder-.
ness and cry “ Repent!” and the people will throng to their ministry and
the kingdom of Christ will come. Let them, like the martyrs of Scotland,
nail up their protest and fly to the mountalns, and the tyrant will fly and
the era of liberty will dawn. But to be effective, this testimony must be
consistent. A man may declare from the pulpit or the p]:_xtf:ol;nl, “Your
Constitution is infidel ; the oath of your President is atheistici; t}}e'_GoY-
ernment is virtually in rebellion against the Lord and his Christ,” but if
that man turns around and votes under that Constitution, and swears or
elects another as his representative to swear that godless oath, where is
his testimony ? Does he not stultify himself and neutralize his testimony ?
Hence men who value their consistency are silent, and men who prefer the
lonves and fishes to Christ are on the other side. This sort of timid and

half-hearted testimony was borne against. slavery, and no one cared, till.

Garrison denounced the Constitution as “a covenant with death.and a
league with hell.” Then slavery began to tremble; and when John Brown
went down to Harper's Ferry, she knew her hour; bhad come. Actl_ons
speak louder than words, and deeds bespeak courage and determination,
awaken opposition, and lead to victory.

3. Testimony 1s the human part of the divine arrangement in which
God Himself achieves the victory. “Not by might nor by power, but by
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”—Zech. iv. 7. God has undertaken to
do this work, and He does not intend that man shall bear the glory, or
even think that his own arm has gotten him the victory. As in the days
of Joshua, God intended. to throw down the walls of Jericho, still He re-
quired. Joshua and the children of Israel to march around those walls and
blow their trumpets and shout. Yet. it. was not the tread of  the soldiers,
nor the blast of the trumpets, nor the shout.of the people, that. threw down
the walls. | These only: proclaimed, God’s testimony, and He did the work.
So Gideon, warring against the Midianites; was first required.to reduce his
army of. thirty-two thousand to three hundred, lest they should say *¢ mine
own hand hath saved me ;' then to scatter them around three sides of the
Midianitish host, to break their pitchers, wave, their-lamps, blow: their
trumpets, and, shout. ““ the sword of the Lord.and of (ideon,” and then
the Lord turned every man’s sword: against-his fellow in the host of Mid-
ian. They uttered” the testimony: and. God wrought the victory. The
Lord. gave the word, they published 1t, and kings and their armies: were
routed snd-fled. So in our late struggle, the testimony of (Fod’'s witnesses
arrayed the slave-owning South against the slaye-holding North, and they
turned eyery man his:sword against his fellow, until God made;it'a “mili-
tary. necessity ' -to free the, slave, in order to stop the fratricidal:strug
and save the nation. . ' I (NI , F

There is, nothing:more. certain’ than that “God will arise and
cause.that.is His'own,” - He has said to His Son,: “I will declare :
oreg:. - * F % Ask of me and I will pive thee: the nationa for thine in-

shalt: break them as,with d.of iron; thou shalt das);
ike a.pott el.” :

=
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Christ has declared, Matt. xxiv. 14 : “ This Gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in sll the world for a witness unto all nations, and then shall
the end come.”” It is not ours to inquire whether our rams’-horn trumpets
will bring down the walls of Jericho, or scatter the host of Midian, but to
blow and shout and leave God to do His part in His own way.

Some good, honest Christiaus think it will not do to stand off and blow
the trumpets, but they must help the Lord to do His part and go and give
the wall a push, Poor, simple souls, the Lord don't meed their help, and
certainly he does not ask them to swear to support it, in order to destroy
it. He never requires us to violate His revealed will in order to bring
about His secret purpose—‘to do evil that good may come.” They had
better get out of the way lest the wall fall on and crush them. Mordecai,
at the gate of King Ahasuerus, refuses to bow to Haman, the Jew's ene-
my. “ Foolish man,” say our worldly wise friends, *‘he will get into
trouble. What can a poor Jew do against the Prime Minister of a mighty
nation ?” He does not know what he can do, but he knows his preseut
duty and there he stands a stalwart witness and refuses to bow. Sure
enough he does get into trouble, and brings his people into trouble. They
are all condemned to die, and his own scaffold is erected. Still he does
not bow. He waits for God and does his duty, and God comes in just at
the right time, delivers His servant, hangs Haman on his own gallows,
turns the edict of destruction into a blessing, revolutionizes the empire and
elevates Mordecai to the highest position. The devil says to Christ as He
sets before Him all the kingdoms of the earth and the glory of them: I
know that you have come to undertake the work of bringing all these
kingdoms back to their allegiance to God. It is a stupendous undertaking.
You run fearful risks ; rivers of blood will flow, and your own among the
first. Now I propose to compromise the matter. I will surrender the
whole into your hands without a struggle if you will give me one simple
act:of homage.” Christ indignantly scorns the offer, and challenges the
adversary to do his worst. Does this look like swearing allegiance to a
rebellion in order to overthrow it, or swearing the horrid oaths of a Molly
Maguire lodge in order to obtain their secrets, and bring them to punish-
ment? Of such, the divine declaration is, * their damnation is just.”
Even the heathen might teach such Christians morality. Their maxim
was : “Do.right, though the heavens should fall.”

I repeat then that the part of the church of Clrist and His ministers,
is to bear testimony and proclaim it, vindicate it, practise it, suffer for it,
if need be seal it with your blood. The more it is-assailed the better.
The greater your trials and dangers the nearcr the victory. ~God never has
failed to.do.his part, and He never will. Just as soon as this Gospel of
the kingdom is preached for a testimony to the nation the.end will- come.
It will repent, fall into line and serve the Master, or perish. .

This nation is in rebellion against the Lord and His Christ to-day, just

as.. really as the Confederate States were in rebellion against the Govern-

ment eighteen years ago. It has set up a government in-the territory of
the. Lord, and over the subjects of the Lord, without any ‘acknowlzdg-

ment.of: His authority. Is that not rebellion? You say the Constitution

is .generally-a good one, So. was the Constitution of the Confederacy not
only a-good one, but almost a- transeript of the United-States: Conatitution:
It simply failed: to recognize: the: authority. of the.Government in' whoee:
territory-and over whose people it was'set up, and wheun- the nation: da-



