


Consequent call lo a day of Humiliation a n d  Pra;\rer 

March 30, 1863. 
U'hei-eas the Senate of t h e  United States, clevoutly recobrllizing the  

suprcme authority and  jus t  government of Almighty Gocl in all t he  
0 affairs of men and nations, has  by a resolution requested the  President 

to designate ancl set  apar l  a clay of prayer  and hun~i l ia t ion;  and 

Whereas l t  is t h e  duty of ~ i a t i o ~ ~ s  a s  1ve11 a s  of n1en to  own t1- 
depe~~denee  up011 the overruling power of God, t o  collfess their  sins ant1 
i ransgressSns  in humble sorro\rf, ye t  with assured hope t h a t  genuine 
repentance will lead to mercy and pal-clnn,-a~ld lo recognize t h e  sublime 8 
t ru th ,  announced in the  Iloly Scriptures ancl proven in all history, tha t  

@those nations o n l ~  a r e  blesscrl irhose Got1 is t he  Lord : @- ..,, 
And, insomuch a s  we l i110~ tha t  by His divine law nations, like indi- 

@ viduals a r e  subjected lo p~unisliments in this  world, p a y  nre not justly @ 
e a t  lAe &whLc&inzitv of civil war  which now desolates t h m ~ d  
may be but  a punishlmnt inflicted upon us for  our presumptuous sills, the 

@ needful end ol: our 11ntional r e i o r m a t ~ a s o k  llolepe013le Y We have been 
the  recipients of t he  choicest bounties of I-I&~ven ; nre have been preserved 
these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, 
wealth, ancl ponrei- as no other  nation has  ever grown. B u t  we have for- 
gottell God. We have forgo?ten the  gracious hancl' which preserved 11s in 
peace and multiplied and enrichecl and strengthened us, and we have 
vainly imagined, in the  deceitfulness of our hearts ,  t h a t  all these bless- 
ings wcrc produced by  some superior ~visclom and virtue of our own. In- 
toxicated with unbroken success, we have becollie too self sufficienl Lo 
See1 the  necessity of redeeming and preserving grace too proud to pray 
to the  God who made us. 

IIbehooves us, then,  to humble ooi-selves before the  offended Pol\ier, cfi 
to  coniess om. i i a W n l c l  1 n p l r a 3 1 d x c ~ u a l ? r l l o r p i v e e s s  . . . 

A Cd1 to Thanlisgi\ring for  Victory 

July 15, 1863. 

Now, therefore, be i t  kno\vn t h a t  I do set  apa r t  Thursday, t h e  6th 
day of Augi~sl; nes l ,  t o  be observed a s  a day of national thanksgiving, 
praise, anrl prayer, ancl I invite t he  peopIe of t h e  United Sta tes  l o  as- 

senlble on tha t  occasion in lheir  customary places of worship and in the 
forms approved by tlieir o \ ~ n  consciences to render the  hornago due to  t h e  
Divine Majesty for  t h e  wonderful things R e  has  done in our nation's be- 
half and to involie t h e  presence of His  Holy Spirit  to  subdue the  anger 
which h a s  produced and so long sustained n needless and crtlel rebellion, 
to change t h e  hear t s  of t h e  insurgents, t o  guide the  counsels of the 
Go17eimment with nrisdonl adequate t o  so great  a ntltional emergency, 
and to visit with tender care aiid co~lsolat io~l  througlioul the  length and 
breaclth of our land all those \$rho, through the  vicissitudes of marches, 
voyages, batlles, and sieges, have been brought  to sufier  in mind, body, 
or estate, and finally t o  leacl t he  wl~ole n a h ~  throurh  the  pa ths  of 
repentance and subi~lissioil t o  the divine will bncli to the  ~ ~ e r l ' e c t  &ox- 0 
ment of union ancl fraternal  peace. 

From a Thanksgiving P r o c l n i ~ ~ a t i o i ~  October 3 ,  7SGS. 

"No hulnan couilsel hat11 devised nor ha th  any mortal hnncl \\rorkcd 
out  these  grea t  things. They are  t h e  gracious gif ts  of -the Mosl I-Iigh 
God, who, while dealing with us in anger  fo r  our sins, hall1 nevertheless 
remembered mercy." . . . . . . 

Pl-on~ Abraham Lincoln's Second Inaugural @ B4nrch 4, 1865. 

If \we shall suppose t h a t  American slavery is one of those oSfences 
~which, i n  t he  provide~ice of Gocl, ~lnust  needs come, but  \vlrhich, having 
continued through His appoiilted time, I-Ie now wills to remove, ancl t h a t  
H e  gives t o  both North ancl South this  terrible war  a s  the woe due to 
those by whom the  offence came, shall we clisceril therein ally clepal-ture 
f rom those divine at t r ibutes which the  believers in a living God always 




