Subjection to Un-Christian Governments

It is the duty of Christians who reside within the bounds of such
nations as do not make a fitting acknowledgment of divine authority to
live in submission to the existing government, provided t h a t in doing so
they are careful to regulate their conduct according t o the Scriptures, and
to preserve a conscience void of offense toward God and man. It is also the
duty of Christians, for the sake of peace and order, to conform to the common regulations of society in things indifferent or morally commendable.
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It is lawful for Christians residing in nations in which the light of
t h e gospel has not been generally diffused, t o continue in submission to such
authority a s may exist over them, agreeably t o the light of nature, which,
where revelation does not exist, is t h e only standard of civil duty. In such
cases the infidelity of t h e ruler cannot make void t h e just authority conferred upon him by t h e constitution.
Jer. 29:4-7; Jonah 3:7-10; Matt. 22:21; Rom. 2:14; I Peter 2:12-17.
Church and State Separate, But Should Co-operate
Church and State are two distinct and separate institutions. The
Christian religion should be t h e religion of both. Any departure from t h e
spirit, the ethics, the teachings and t h e ideals of Jesus Christ on t h e part
of either is freighted with disaster for humankind. Each has its own
sphere, and i t s own functions to perform. Neither has a right to invade
t h e territory of the other. The source of guidance for both is the Word
of God. Where their duties coincide, as for exampIe in the suppression of
profanity, they should co-operate; yet always in such a way a s not to mar
their integrity a s separate institutions; or to transcend t h e limits appropriate to their distinctive domains in t h e infliction of penalties. They are
both under Christ, and should seek, separately and conjointly, to do his
will "in earth as it is in heaven."
Deut. 17:lS-20; I1 Chron. 26:lG-18; Psalm 72:7-9; Rorn. 13:4; I Cor. 5:
4-5; Col. 1:18.

Political Loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ
Nations come into being under t h e pl.o\7identinl control of God. I-Ie
holds them to strict accountabilltjr according to the same moral standards
which he has ordained for individuals. In every nation there is a coilsta~lt
conflict between the ltingdom of God and the liillgdon~of this world. If t h e
spirit of Christ is in control of the national life, i t will register its ideals
in t h e law, and will appear in the administration of the government. If
t h e powers of this world have the ascendancy, then t h e opposite outconle
will make itself manifest. I n this coilflict neutrality is impossible. Whoever or whatever is not with Christ is against I-lim. Consequently every
citizen must of necessity give his supreme allegiance either to Christ xild
His liingdom or t o Satan and his. If he i s a Christian and the goveri~ment
is under t h e dominance of the ltingdom of God, and hence is Christian, he
can swear allegiance to Christ and the government in one and the same
act. But if he is a Christian and t h e government is under the dominance
of the kingdom of this world, and hence is not Christian, unqualified allegiance t o Christ will require the withholding of his ui~qunlificclallegiance
to t h e government. He will have to separate from t h e government a t the
point where the government separates from Christ. The only positioil
consistent for the Christian is the position of dissent from any constituil
tion o r form of civil government which refuses or neglects to o ~ \ ~allegiance to Jesus Christ, the Prince of the ltings of t h e earth.
Acts 17:26-27-31; Jer. 18:s-10;25:31; Matt. 12:30; Lulre 19:14,30; Acts
4:19; 5:20; Psalm 9:5,8,17; Heb. 11:24-27; Rev. 12:9-11.
The Value of Faithful Protest
Virtuous persons, who in their private capacity are endeavoring t o
further the true end of civil government, the nlaintenanee of peace and
quietness in all godliness and honesty, although they dissent from t h e constitution or form of civil government in the nation where they reside, have
a right to protection in their lives, liberties and property; since they not
only pay taxes, obey the laws and in cases of emergency serve in the de-

