




. \i:~ny have lleard the:Gxptll fo r  years ivithout believing. Re- 
cently an educrtted Ciiincsf 
in Tsitsihar s:~id thnr he was 
a graduate o i  a Cliristian 
S C ~ ( J O ~  and 11;id 1:nn;~:n Cliris. 
t i a l~ i ty  for 23 ye:irs but  
li:~cl nu1 yer :lcc:p:l~I Christ. 
Such 1, ,ui)le usu.lily pr lise 
Chri.ti iriity :IS :I guutl r l l i l x .  

llllt I:1cl; nf ]~:rs911:11 c<)lIvic- 
tion of s in  Ie:~\~c.s  t l i ~ m  cu!d 
to\v:lrd it. .I ( ; ,~ j r ,p CJ! f'I~;~icw, Gir ' s  ( 11  (1 

C'I,,  1 , 1 , ~ < ~ , 1 ~ ~  .lr,~<.ti,I,,, .lli,,,,.S11~< i. 
I\ f c l l o . ~ v - l i i i s i n a r  re- 

cently s:~icl : "\\'hen you r.o to  a nc\v p l ~ c e  to \vorli, preach again 
and :lc:lin on n i t ,  : p i n t  it ;IS I~lack can be, and nc\.er be afraid you 
will p a i ~ ~ l  it bl:icl;cr tl!an it is l~ractised." Tllis ;ldvice \ve I,elie\,t: 
to Ile S O L I I I C ~ ,  One re:!son \:.]I!. Cliristic~nity cloc-s not malie rapid 
proxress in Chin:) is tli:~t tile Chinese have no sense of sin. There-  
f o r ~  tlie laic- of Gcd must be ~,roclairned a s  tlie divinvly appointed 
means  of b r i n ~ i n g  people to a c o ~ ~ s c i o u s n e s s  of their own sin. 
(1<0~11, :i:20). 

Anotller common idc:~ is tha t  God's law is binding on 
(Ilirisri.~ns only, so that  it is not a sin for a non-Cllristian to break 
tlie Ten Cc.nrnm:~c!rnenls. This  is unbelief in the  existence of 
God ant1 Ilie :~ulliority of his I;~\vs. Some holcl t l i :~t  it is all right 
for  :I Cl~rist i :~n to commit  sins until IT is 1,aptized and becomes a 
cliurcli member, but  such of course ;Ire not real, born-again 
Chriatiaris. 

\Vhat Chinese Christ,ians Think about Sin 4 

It is nut sul.llrisiilf t1i;lt peollle recently con\rerted from hea- 
t1iel:ism sl~oult l  somelilnes 11:1\:11 free and easy id ras  about  sin and 
r i ! : l~ tc .~~ui i~cs~ .  Onl!. Ilic rcnc\vill~: \\.11r1; of the  I-lt,ly Spirit can o 

g i v ~ .  1 1 1 ,  nl I~ii : l~ 5~:111d:1rds. Compromise in the  face of clifliculties 
is p.irr v l  t l ~ c  \ r ~ ~ . y  lifc-lllood bf tllc Cl~ ineze  people. 'I'he idea tliat,,  ; - ;. 
I~ec:~u.<l. ;I  I11i1:g is \vro~~&! it ~ i i u s t  l:e avolclecl ;t : i l l  costs, no matter  . ' 

, .. . 
\vl~:rt t11c. c t : ~  5 .  c lucr -c~r ,  is t ~ t ; ~ l l y  foreixl~ to tlicir Lliinlting. 'l'liis " , ': . . , . . 
~~li ;~blc. ,  C~)lll~J~UII11~1il~: ;lttiLud~' is const:~ntly sccn in thcir polilic;~ 
lifc, :\i1c1 no wunder. it :Ippcars in Lhe religious life even of Chinese 

Christians. For tliese reasons, tile s tandards of hIanchurian Chris-  
tians a r e  lo\\. in such matters  a s  family ivorship, church attend:lnct., 
sabbath observanct., nnrl separation iron1 such sins 3s gmnblinc. 
lotteries and the  use of cic:~rcttes. Some distinguish bc.l\\-?en "sins 
\\rilfully committed" and "sins \vhich one is compellecl by circum- 
stances to commit", resarding only tlie former a s  bl:~mc.\vorthy. 

Some young students  connectecl \vith our llission \vPrz r s q u i r ~ d  
by their school autl~ori t ies  to altencl an a t l~ le t ic  meet ,  ant1 :~norIicr 
t ime to take esamina l io~ls ,  on the T.orcl's Ila!.. Tl11.y s:~icl the!. 
could not help committ ing t1:ese s ins ;  snmelio\v Lhry cclulcl not see 
tha t  it is bet ter  to obey God ra ther  tli:~n man. .'irrl.~tions s~lcl i  a s  
these recur canstanrly, and each time c u r  hc:irta : l r~-  sadclcnccl 11s 
seeinc our Christian friencls tal<c tlie easy \Yay of cl~nil,rornisc. 
Lhinkin!: that  11ec.1use to do right \voultl I ~ a v z  brcn diflicult, till-rcforc 
it was  all richt tc )  clo \\,rolig. A yclunc Cl~r i s t ian  \vl:o \vt rlir: in lllc 
Tsi ts ihar  Post O f i c r  ~narriecl :I Iic:~tlien ~ i r l  allcl li:~tl the \vcclclillg o n  
the Lord's Day because tlle girl's ~>ar.cllts \v:~ntecl it on t11:it tl:~y. 
A leading Christian of Tsi ts ihar ,  \\.lie has bcen :I Christian f~ r ovr r  
30 years, n1:lrried his  unconver!ccl son to :I lieatllln ~il.1, and 
I~ecause  the  girl's parents \\.ere opposed to Cliristianily, hat1 :I civil 
\vedding \vitliout a \\.orcl of prayer or  :I verse o l  Scrillture being 
read. H e  invited all liis mission:~ry friencls to thc  \vedcling, quite  
unconscious that  liis urisanclifiecl co~:cluct had scanclalized Iliem. 
This  man is a n  of icer  in his cli~rrcli and at tends :I c1:iily prsyer 
meeting there at  G A. hi., but  still, alter I ~ e i n g  earnestly reasoned 
with, keeps his s tore open for business on the  Sabbath D n y ;  h e  
admits  that  Christians should keep  the Sabbath but says merchants  
a r e  a n  exception because to keep  the cornmanclnient would mean 
a financial loss. 

A young Christian of our own Church c;~lled on a S i t u r d a y  
and said that  h e  \\,as compellecl to  break tlie c o m n i ~ n d m e n t s  
and  could not at tend church tlie n e s t  day a s  a friend had asl<ccl 
him to  be I~es t  m a n  a t  a heathen \\redding arld liis p:lrents \voulcl 
be displeasecl if lie did not coniply, and lie dicl not wish to 
antagonize them against Christianity by going against their \vislies 
T h e n  lie added. "If the  Pastor  only urderstood Cliirlese customs. 
h e  would Itno\v \vhy we Chinese cannot always Ictep the commancl- 
ments." Alaz, tve understand Chinese customs only too well, ant1 
long for our  Chinese fr iends to learn that  Cliristirjnily I1;ls tlie 



pot1:rr to I~re,lli d ? ~ v n  princip:llitirs, 117\~:er5 and Llic ~vnr!d-rulers of 
tllis cl:irkncs.;, hut  otl(y ICIICIL it t-c:lrtse.s to co~t~p~.o , rc i s i .  t r r t l ~  t h c m .  

Aiir11hc.r m:iii Ii:!d k e n  a noillin 1 1  C~lris t i3n for . c a r s ,  but had 
b;~cli~l iddcn irrr i l~lg,  a r ~ d  came under conviction of sin on rending 
a b;vtk from our  1Iission's lending library. ilct w:!s cleeply con- 
c ~ r n c t l  over liis soul, co:lfessttl I?iiny sins, i n ~ l u d i n g  drunkenness, ,  
pr;~yetl for  forgiveness, listenetl to the  \ \ 'ay o l  Sal\,.ltis)n, arid s ~ e n ~ e d  
to  liavc ;I new life in Chris:, but  wl1c.n it c.rnic to th:. test, refused 
to close l i i i  n~.\vly opencd businrss on tlie S;ibbnth b a y ,  snying, 
"Got1 mu>t Le.ir \virh m e  :I little \vllile first; I iiiu;t lay u p  a little 
nloric)., ;~rltl Iia\'c s o l ~ ~ e  business; :liter that  1 c:in learn little by 
little to I i c ~ p  the c,)mmnndm:nts." La te r  tliis man st :~rted a liind 
o f  lrjttcry i:i l i i i  store. I l e  i3 n1nv ;i 1nemb2r in goi~tl >tanding in 
t l ) ~  Cllurch o l  C!iri;t in C l ~ i n a .  \vlic.re no embnn.r:ls~ir!g questions 
; ~ b o t ~ t  S;ibb;ltll objerv.tnce or ganiblinl: a re  :is:ied of prosp?ctive 
memI~c.rs. 1l:lny \\,ill c o n f ~ s s  sins and even \vctp over their sins 
\\,\lo a r e  not willing to  .lo?.strlie then: ; tliat Got1 wants obetlience 
ratller than s;~crifice is :I hard 1esso:i to learn. 

Our Christian Group in Tsitsihrtr City 
T h e  S.il~l)ntll service is no\\. a t t rnd t t l  I)y sonls 33 persons, of 

w h ~ m  4 a r e  1):lptizrtl Christians, and  most of the rest a re  registered 

believers. A \vt.clily pr;\yer 
meeting 1i:is been st:lrtetl. 
antl is u.iu.~lly let1 by one 
of rlie Chinese Cl1risti:ins. 
T\vo meetings \\'etikly for 
chil.lren ; r e  held a t  our  
clinp-I, in ndtliti<)n to t h e  
cliiltll.en's S:ibl~.itli Scllool 
held bir . \ I i isej  Iluston ;lntl 
hIcl'i'nc1;en at  tlieir resi- T,cft 10 ri!~Itt: Miss . l lcCr~~cl: ,~~~ 
tlc:lce L\\.O I ) \ ~ J c ~ s  ;i\v:l!.. .3Iis.s lIlr:~t,flt, .ill,.<. 1'0s. .I. <;. l .OS, 

c,,11,,.,;,1,, IJV, I t , ~ , ! ~ l l ~ l  c;. 1~01~1l11~~~1>,~. 
i\*lanp of the children \vho Y'\;/:.~/ICIV, 1~1:l.l. 

a t t c~ l t l  t l l ~ s c  meetings a r e  
ur~tloul)t?tlly 1)elievers in thcir hearls  :inti \\.ill it1tl.r I~ecorne church 
mcml)t.n.s. i\l;lny h:ive ;I good I<no\vletlgc of the  Gospel and can 
r c l ~ e ; ~ t  m:iny S c r i l ~ t ~ ~ r e  tests ,  and  sing a numi:tr of Chinese 
psalnis  cluitc well. 

A Fa~nil? of Sis \!'on ThrougIl the Children 

F o ~ i r  cliildren \vliose f:imil!. 1ialn2 is \\'u have :,ttendcd our  
cliildren's mcetiiics ior  over a year. 'l'lic.!. ;lrc t\vo g i ~  Is of 18 ailtl 
4 arid two bo!.s o i  10 2nd 7 years old, :!I1 \.cry br ig l~ t  clii1drc.n ant1 
very attentive in t h e  meclings. L x t  spriiig [heir iilrlier Ii~1n.1 liis 
hand \\.ill1 a n  :ise :lntl called r t  r- tile 1';lntur 1,) come ; ~ n t l  b;intl:\gc 
it, ~vliicli c?.\-e us our- lit-st c:ilr;rncc illto tlleir I i ~ ) ~ n c .  .l'lie f:itlier 
had been unernl~lo!.ctl fun. a long time ant1 the i.rmily \v:\s in 
straightened circurnst.~ncrs. L:ltrr they ma\-c.tl to nnc~tlicr 11.1rt o i  
tlie city but the  cliildren continued cuming to rlieetirlss. 

13eforc Chrislm;ls. 1 l r .  \\.u c:lllcti xntl ;~sl;etl for a loarl to get  
some of hi5 clotlii~i!: out of ;I 1).r\vnsho1). Cliincse 1):1\vnsliol)s Icnd 
Inoney a t  c.slior-l)i~;~nt rates of i n t c r c s ~  ;inti in:iny 1)eoplc gel  tlecply 
into debt in tlii; \v;iy. \Ve h:i\.e bcen "stunl:" so  mxny times 
tha t  {re nev2r It.r~tl rllorley to Cllincse, I I . J  i i i ; l~tcr  \vh:~t the  
circun~stances,  I,ut if they a re  in sericrus ncctl \vc give them 
somethiiig, s3 we tolcl h4r. \\:u \ve could not Icnd him mtrncg, but  
t h a t  the  Christians \Yere planning to illalie a tlonation of footl, 
clotliing a:;d iiiorlry lu r  the needy a t  C l l l i j t r n ; ~ ~  tinlc, ant1 his 
family coultl have a 11;irt of this. 

\Ve ga\,e tlie f;lniily four Chinese dull;irs (allout $1.25 U. 5.j to 
buy food :inti some stn.a\v for fuel, and later tooli them good s:\cl< 
of  provisiolls giveii by tlle Cllrisli:~lls. \\'e :~lso 1 1 ~ 1 ~ 1  \v~rs l r i \>  ill their 
home and taught  them to ~ i o  it themscl\ 'es tiaily. 'l'lie cliildien can 

find their 1)laces in the  13ible ant1 sing 1)ettc.r than tllcir 1)nrcnts ;is 
they 11a\?e attentled i i ieet i~igs long tirlie. l'llc \vllole fanlily regis. 
terctl a s  Cllri-.ti;!ils and  1i;ive bcen :~ttendin!: >crvicc-s. Airs. \Yu 
cannot  read or  \ \ r i te  Ijut is inrelligent anti t ; ~ l i e ~  gout1 care  u f  her  
f o ~ i r  cliiltlrcn. T h e  cliildrcn all li:~\?e cleail I ;~ccs  a ~ , d  hancls \vllicil is 
esceptional for Ci~ inesc  cl~ilt!rcn of  t l ~ e i r  sucial class, e s ] ) ~ c i i i ~ I ~  i l l  

w in te r  time. While it is still too early to  11e sure  that  AIr. antl 

hIrs. \\'u a r e  real believers, \ve believe tlie four cliildrcn undoullted- 

ly  are,  and  a r e  prayin& tliat tlie parents  will become real horn- 

again Christians ant1 not mere  "r ice-Cl~rist iar~s" n.ho preteiid to I)e 

Cilr is t i :~~ls  to get  a lew do1l;rrs out o l  t h e  missionaries. \Vill you 

p r a y  for tliis family during this y e a r ?  l 'erlial~s nes t  year we can 

report  the baptism of this entire honseholtl. (Acts l(i:31). 



Country Evangelistic Trips 

Country towns in hIar,churia, away from the  rail\vay lines, 
:ire still quite primitiv'. 'l'hey c l n  be reached by nl:,tur buses In 
the winter \\hen the  ground is  frozen solitl, though the buses a r e  
ancient ant1 b ~ t t e r e d  machines, very cold and   inc con if or table. 
hometimes they I ~ r e a k  do\\.n c n  route and then there is sure to Ibe a 
long \\.:tit in the cold. Rrolcen springs arc sornelirn-.~ repdired by 
d r i v i n ~  tvooden wedges in 
where :I le:~f usetl to be. 
A 0~1.i  \vliicI~ could seat  15 
people in solnetlling like 
comfort is pacl;ed wit11 20 
or  more peopl~,, plus larqr  
amounts of I,:~gca~r., s o  t11;lt 
the Ilnssengrrs resemble sar-  
dines in a tin a ~ ~ d  it is c1uite 
iml~o;sible to moves one 's  
a r m s  or legs more than an C I I ~ I I  I<O-CIIC.II , , I I ~  J. G .  r0.$ . ~ t , t ~ t ; ~ ~ ~  
in,-ll o r  t\vo. When it is (1 C ~ ~ I I I I ~ I ' ! /  !I'I';I) (111 I L  CII~I,,'.\C C~II!.  

belo\\. zero outside and tlic 
bus is a tlrafty affair, ~ ~ n l i e a t e d ,  the  d i s c o ~ ~ ~ f o r t  of a 6 or  S hours' 
ride can be imagined. T h e  roads :Ire vrrli roug11 and some- 
times the route lies across fields or  open country where there is no  
road, and tlie bus  bumps along and sivays from side lo side a s  t h e  
driver tries to gain t ime by driving too fast for such a rough road. 
Tlie  smell of scorcliir~g oil from the  engine is enough to make half 
tlie passenEers sic!;, s o  everyone is glad when the  trip is over and 
it is possible to stretch and \\.arm u p  in a warm,  if smoky, Chinese 
inn 

When tlie grountl is not frozen, the nie;lns of transportation 
is a two-wheeled h(irse-drawn cart .  These  a re  of various sizes and  
dr:l\vn I?!. from two to five horses, a r e  very b u n ~ p y  and never g o  
f :~stcr  than live miles :IT? I~our .  An : I I I  clay ritle, from daivn to dark,  
on  one of these vt~Iiicles, so~llct inles in \\tind :1nc1 r:lin, must be  
espc.riencct1 to be apprcciatetl, tlicrrfore no further  tlescription 
will be attempted here. 

Tlie  one rctleeming feature of Chinese inns is the fact tha t  they 
r e  a n  They  :Ire made of ~nut l ,  wit11 s l rauf  roof, clay floor and  

paper wil:do\vs. Tliere :Ire no beds, a s  a11 sleep on :I Iicatt~ti mutl 
platform or "k'ang" \vhich is cc;verc.d with atrn\v mats. Each inn 

has n long k 'ang on c.:~cl~ side, \vith :In aisle b;lt\vceu ; 2U or  30 
people sleep cn each Ic'ang, each person h;lvi~:g :I s l ~ : ~ c c  uf :illout 25 
by ti fect. 'I costs 1U Cliinese cents per prrson per  nigh^  n bout 
3 cents  U. S.). I n  1:lrgc.r toivns i~~tlividu:il "rooms" c:ln Ijc ~ ~ b t : ~ i ~ l c t l .  
shu t  ofi from tllc ~ e n c r a l  ~ ~ ( I T I I  by ;I 1?:1pcr p:lrtitiou \vliisl~ r~:rcllcs 
par t  \\.:I!- to tllc cr i l i~lg.  ' l ' l~is room : ,ccon~motl :~trs  t\vo ilcl-sons :In(] 
costs tlie ccluivalent of 15 cents  U. S. :I n i ~ l ~ t .  \Ye usu:~lly  st:^)' in 
such rooms \vl~cn :~vnil:~ble, ~ I I O L I R I I  tlic. C l ~ i t ~ c ~ e  ~ ~ ~ n s i t l c r  i t  : I II  c s -  
t r a \ ~ a g a ~ i c e  and a prl.of t l ~ a t  the  f o ~ c i g n e r s  Ilave lots oi  mc ncy ! 

T h e  1c';ings a r e  altvays infcstcd \ \ . i ~ l ~  roaclics ;lnd i1ft~~11 \\'it11 
bedl~ugs.  T h e  r n ~ i r e  inn is se:~lctl up tigllt \\.it11 no vcntil;~tion 
cxcept when solneollcA >\villgs the door opdn to g o  in or  i)ut. Tllc 
air  is  dense \\it11 stove smolte, tub;iccu s111~1l;c and s , l ~ ~ ~ c t i m c s  
opium s m ~ l t e .  Spitling 011 the  dirt flLlilr ~ o c s  on : ~ t  ;11l I lu~rrs;  
sometimes persons ob\iously in ;III  :~dv;~r~cc t l   stag:^ uf t t11~~1cuIus i s  
spit on the  floor for  days. In  small cuu1,tr)' inns thc  S : I I I ~ L ; I ~ ~  
facilities a re  the  most primitive imaginable and some inns :~clu:~lly 
d o  not 11:ive a t race of a toilet of any I,irld, intloors or outiloors. 
It is hard to believe that  people can live in such :I liltliy way when 
a little trouble woultl m a k e  it nnneccss.lry. One Chinese gentle- 
man,  af ter  seeing a foreign residel~ce,  s.litl, "\Ve Chil~cse lilce tu bc 
clean too, but it is too much trouble !" 

During t h e  au tumn of 1934 I m;itlc two countr) '  trips uf t ~ v o  
\veel;s eacli, while Mrs. Vos 
and Catherine remained in 
Tsitsihar. Durinc tlicsz . .. 

and evangelistic t a  

town,  l\linysllui o r  "Clear- J I I  I ~ I O I I ~ I "  I"> C/<I.\WI,/ /?ltri\lif~n 
l j o ! ~ .  r 1 i 1 ~ 1  (;i~.l.s, . ~ ; ; I I ~ I . ~ ~ I I I ~ .  L',ICII 

water", mcetings for chil- l l~~ll l~\  11 .?rr;p!llr,. P,,r/i,111. 
d ren  were  held daily for 
two weelts, the  at tendance growing until 150 attended a single 



the condition of fc.llo\vsl~ip with G.)d 2nd qoad standing in t l ~ c  
Church. Three  pnrticul:~r sins, \vhicll a r e  special occasions o~ 
stunll~l ing to Chinese Christians, arc. conclemnecl in this tract, 

rianirly, conipromise with idolatry, failure to 1;rep thc Sabbatl i ,  
ancl intermarriage \vith non.C:liristians. 

third item of liter:ir\. work is a trrinslatiori into Cliinesc. 
done jointly wit11 Alrs. Li of Talc Hing  i r ~  S o ~ t h  Chin;], \vlio is no\v 
I~elping in .\l:lnchuri:l, of  the "llrief History c.i tile Reformccl 
lJresbyterian Church" publislied by Synocl in 192). "I his \rill soon 
be p l a c e d  in t l i e  s u l q ~ o r t  our  \vorl;, 
htinds of the  printer, bm C,CII~ se11cI cont r ib~l -  
and should bc a lielp T,. tlons to SIr. Joseph 
t o  C h i n e s e  Cove- 31. Stecle,  I\l:~rl;et 
nanters  to under- N a t i o n ; ~ l  n n n k  
stand their histo- Rldg., Philaclelpl~i~t, 
rical b a c k g r o u n d  ,, I%., marlced "Dis- 
and realize why and c-- cretion of AIr. and 
how the  Covenanter ", ,\Irs. J. G. Vos, h1;11i- 
Church is differtnt _,, churia". Friencls 
f rom other drnomi-  who a r e  members 

nations. o f  the Covenanter 
Cllurch should make  

Friends a t  Iiome 
their contribution to  

\rho a r e  not mem-  
. S y n o d ' s  U u c l g e t  

hers of 'I1' Cove- Gco,.!,in C(I~~I(-J.;,IC T'oJ, t l 1 ~ 0 ~ g l l  tileir own 
nanter  Church, and S ' s i t s i h r ~ r .  1831. c o n g r e g a t i o n n  1 
\\.auld lilce to lielp treasurer. 

Our  little girl.  Georgia Catllerine, i s  now 24 years old and can 

spealt both Chinese and English. We are  thnnliful tha t  she  is per- 
fectly well and  strong, even in this far  northern climate. 

Please continue in prayer for this worlt and for us dur ing  1936. 
With our liiridest regards and Christian greetings, \ve are. 

Very sincerely yours. 

JOHANNES G. VOS, 
21 Li I lo I lutung,  A,IARIAN ,\I. VOS. 
Tsitsihar, AIanchuria. 
January 20, 1935. 


