
ziiese ihings Ilenec, fo r  i t  is  rrrirten, 
God's I!ouse sIi:i1! l ~ c  called a l~ouso of 
~ x o r s l ~ i p ,  h u t  :;e have !ilac!o i t  - place 
of sensuous eulerruilmeut." 

1. T l ~ c  M7ortl of God ord:lincii 1110 

~rso  of Instrunrclirnl h l l~s ic  ill 1110 \\'or- 
ship of Coil o~! ly  ill tlrc lol~lple and irr 
Connccriolr 1vi111 I tie s:~criiiecs. 

2 .  It 1:cX.e: 1':~s l ~ s c ~ l  in i.he J c l r i s l~  
syn:rgogrlcs in E i l~ lo  tilnes. 

3. It ncvcr W:IS nscil i l l  tho car-])' 
C111.isii:ln cl111rc.11. 

4. l'lro first rceord of i ts  use i n  tho 
C11risli:lir C I I I I ~ C I I  nF:is ~ n o r o  i - l~ :~n sevcli 
I in~~(lrcci  yo:lrs af ter .  Christ. 

3. 11s use b e c : ~ ~ u e  conrrnon in ~ l i o  
C l r r i s f i : ~ ~ ~  cliurcl~ in zlic l 'hirteerit)~ Cell- 
tury. Jc  :\-:ls ~ u ~ r o d u c e d  :rlong \r i lh 
o t l ~ a r  corruphorls of uvorship I J ~  tlio 
Chu1.cl1 ol' lio~iic. 

G .  I t   is escloded bjr the Refornled 
Cl~urclres in  Ihe  great  Prbtestarl t  Rcfor- 
m:ltion. 

7. I t s  r e - i~~ t roduc t lon  into tlreso 
C l~urc l~es  ljns been i n  compnr:~lircly 
i rceut  times. 

TIlE WITNESS CO&IMITTEE 
Al~poi~~tcrl by t11o Sruod of tho 
Rcfolir~crl Prcsbyter1;lu Cllurcb 

119 Federal Street Pittsburgh,.P_a. 

l n s t rum~~ta l  l u s i c  a Corruption of 

-- 

By the  Rev. Prof. R. J. George, D.D. 

! ~t is  not denied that  instru~irc~ltnl  

music mas employed in  tlio xvorsl~ip of 
tho Old 'l 'cs~nment. 'I'llnt its uso n.:~s 
grounded upon divine nullliority is also 
freely :~dlr~ittcrl. DIIL i t  is uri~lcr1:ulien 

I to sl~olv t h a t  n7h:lt God appoi~ited a s  nn 
aid to morship uuder the Old Tcst:lnieut 
d i s p e ~ ~ s a t i a ~ l  is a corruption of ~ r o r s h i p  
under the Xelr. 

It I s  Unauthorized. 

t 1. I n s l ~ u ~ ~ ~ c n t n l  music is a corrnp- 
tion of Wen. 'YosLs~rientn~orsl~ip hccauso 
i t  i s  introduced without divine nnthor- 
ity. 

Tlrc i~jlpcrinl doctrine concelrring cli- 
vine worship is  tha t  tha t  n-lricli is  not  
eoilirilantled in worship i s  forl~idrlcn. 

The Corlfession of Faith,  Chapter 
XSI., Section 1, says: "TIIc accepLabIo 
may of worshipping God is i ~ ~ s t i t u t c d  
b y  IIimseli', and so l i~il i tcd by Iris  own 
revealed n41l tlrnt IIe may not b e  nTor- 

od accorilirlg t o  t he  irllnginatious 
clcvices of ~ ~ r e n ,  o r  the s~lpgestious 



of S ~ I ~ I I ,  linllel- any I isible represents- 
tion, or any o~!ler n-ay not prescribed 
i n  Ilolg Scripture." 

This rule \\.as observed n.3en instru- 
meulnl ll?usic \ T ~ S  brought i n ~ o  Old 
Tcs~:r~lis-nt \vorjllip. IL was by the com- 
mand of God. \?'e lend in '7 Chron. 29: 
23: " l u d  lie seL t1.e Le\*ites in the  
boupc of tlro L o ~ d  n-ith cymbals, + tb  
ps:~ltcrics nild ~ v ~ t l l  harps, according to  
tile ~ o ~ ~ i m , ~ u d u ~ ~ e ~ l t  of David, 2nd of 
Gncl, l l ~ e  I~ iug ' s  seer, nud N:lth:ln the  
prophet; for so 7 ~ 7 : ~ s  the eo~nulandment 
of t h e  Lord by his prophets." Tnstru- 

111oiltnl 111usic n7ns not only perinitted, 
i t  wns required. 

It Is Forbidden. 

Ilo\v, t l lc~l,  is  illat \~ l l i ch  wns requir- 
ed ill \~ors l l ip  uildcr one dispensation, 
forbiqTiie11 1111tIe1. :~ l lo t l~er?  

1. The xvolsllip of tile New Test:%- 
nionk. 1s ~:~tllc?nlly difl'erellt iroln tha t  of 
tile Old. This distinction i s  clearly de- 
fined in the  caicgorical statements of 
the Larger Catechism. 

Question 33. IVas ihe covenant of 
grace n l \ ~ a y s  adniinistered a f t e r  one 
aud the  same manner? 

Answer. Tho covenant of grace was 
not al\ \~ays administered d t e r  ono and 
the  snine manner, bu t  the  adlllinistra- 
tions of it under the  Old Testament 
mere different from those under the  
New. 
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Question 34. . ITow w:~s tho covenant 
of g~-:~i.e : ~ d z ~ ~ i n i s i o e ~ i  11n0er the Old 
Testament? 

:2us1ver. The eoreunnt of g r ~ c o  n.ss 
:~dnljuistcrcd u1111er t l ~ o  0111 l'esia~uent. 
by  Ixbrllises, prophecies, sneriiices, cir- 
cu~ncisioli, t he  passover, 311~1 other t.ypes 
and ordil~auees which dill al l  fore- 
signify Christ t,llen Go collie, : L I I ~  \\?ere 
for  that  tilllo s ~ f i i e i e ~ ~ t  to  build up tllo 
elect, in fnif:h iu  tho pron~iscii Kfessinli, 
by ~vhonl they theu 1i:tci f11l1 rcr~~issiolr 
of sin :in4 eternal saluntion. 

Question 35. Horn i s  the c o v c ~ ~ a u t  
of grace nduiinistereil uudor t l ~ c  New 
Testament? 

Ansxrer. Under the ?Ton. Testn~llont 
when Christ the sribstnuce mils cs l~ibi t -  
ed, t he  same covenant of gr:lco n:ls and 
still is to  bendmil~istered i ~ r  t , l~c prc:lcll- 
ing  of the Uiord nnd the ac11ilinistr:ltion 
of tho sacrn~tlents of baptislll and tho 
Lord's Snpper, i n  wliich grace a ~ l l l  sal- 
\ration are  held forth in more i'l~llness, 
evidence and eilicacy t o  all nntiolls. 

From tllese s tn te~nents  i t  i s  perfectly 
clear t h a t  w l~ i l e  the  covenant of grnco 
is the  same n l ~ ~ v ~ y s ,  tho m:tnner of ap- 
proach to  God urrder the  New llesta- 
~ n e n t  i s  radically different from tha t  
under the  Old, alld tha t  th is  chango is 
due to tlie f ac t  of the  incnrnation- 
lrmhen Christ the  substance mas es- 
hibited. " 

Under the  former dispensation mor- 
ship mas conducted through typical 
forms, and shadows directing the  mind 
of tho r~or f ih i~por  t o  the  promised Mes- 



s1a11, =bile under the 1:lircr "n'hcu 
Christ rhe s u b s ~ a n c s  w:ls c s h i b ~ t e ~ l , "  
t he  mind of the \yorsEipper loo!is dirccr- 
ly up t o  IIim a n d  througli Ilirn lo God. 

Tho reason of ~ h i r  ci!augc i s  ol\-rous. 
hfau (I:\-elliog in  rhe flesll l:ns aln..i>-s 
Pels tllc neecl of s u l ~ ~ e i h i n g  tangible :IS 

a lneans of a1)proaclr to God \ r l ~ o  i s  a 
pure spirit. S o  dccpll- groun~?erl in 
mall's rlntulo i h  ih is  neccssily rh :~ t  his 
lienrt has been set  up011 idolatry; uot 
so lliucl~ in  11 e Gist instur?i.e the wur- 
ship oC images, 3s tho morshippiug of 
God by images, e n d ~ n g  in  t l ~ c  w o ~ s h i p  
of tlic image itself. To meet t11.s neces- 
s ~ l y ,  uiltil the fullness of iinle cnme, 

,:lncl God in  Lhe pcrsoll of lTis Son ap-  
1)c:ucd in human f o ~ m ,  Got1 ins l~r l r tcd  
1n:lterial forms of \\.orship. 

f i r s t ,  IIo appointed a holy plnco, tho 
tcl:il)li. at. J e r ~ ~ s a l c n ~ .  Seeoud, I Ic  np- 
pointcrl holy n1c11 a s  priests n-l~ose busi- 
ucss ii \\,as lo ll~cclinte l ~ e t n ~ c e n  tlio wor- 
s l ~ i p l ~ e r s  ntld Cod. Third, I l c  appoint- 
ed 1.oly s:~ctifices n~l11c11 mere to be  of- 
fcrecl b y  these holy Inen iu the holy 
place. -\nd a s  3 suit:lhlo accompani- 
ment ro this inatcrinlistic aud carnal 
worship. 30d appointed the  use of in- 
s t r i i ~ n e ~ ~ t a l  niusic. "And he seL t h e  
Le r i t e s  in tho house of tlle Lord with 
cynrl~nls and  with psalteries and with 
harps, according to the  conlii~nuclment 
of David, and or Gad, the  Iring's seer, 
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and of Nathan tile proplicr; i o r  so n7as 
1110 commandn~eni of the Lord by ITis 
propl:~.is. * * * And x~lictl rho 
burnt  oil'ering bcgarl tho soug of 1110 

Lord b e g a ~  also ~ v i ~ 1 1  rho i n s ~ i ~ l ~ u e n t s  
ordninecl by David, a1111 all  tho cougro- 
gaiioll \~o r sh ippe~ l .  And t h e  sillgars 
s a ~ ~ g ,  and the  t rnn~pe t r r s  sor~nile~l.  and  
all ih is  11.25 continnecl u n t ~ l  the burnt  
olferiup n:ls finishell" ( 2  Chron. 29: 
25-27). * 

When I thinli of t l~ese  carn:ll ordi- 
nances of a ~ \ ~ o r l d l y  s:i~rctnary, the  
priests wi th  their onicinl \rcst~ncnts and 
every ono, lil;e tho tneu iu Ezeltiol's 
v i s~ou ,  ( 'with :I slaugliter nTenpon in his 
hand"; n-hen I l l~ in lc  of tllo dying vie- 
tims, and the  bnslns fillecl with blood, 
n-lleli 1 tli i~il i  of t he  bodies burning on 
t h e  brazen a l tar  and tho blood sprink- 
led on the  nlcrcY sent, a n d  I read of 
th is  magnificent outburst  of sacred 
song accomp:lnied with cyubals  and 
wi th  psnlleries and  with harps, I am 
led to beliove t h a t  this w a s  the  most 
s p i ~ i t u a l  element in  all  t he  service alld 
t h a t  i t  mas appointed of God for  this 
very  purpose to give wings to  tlloir 
spiritual eluotiolls by  which their souls 
might rise to  tho contemplation of God 
and  of the pronlised Messiah whose 
coming, a n d  death and  all their  glorious 
fruits, these cerelnonios foreshadon~ed 
a n d  pledged. Instrumental  music had 





sun. * " * IYhen the  ail was rent  
and rlic Jyay into the holiest of all 
~naclo ~ ~ l a n i i c s t  by C h r ~ s t ~ s  death, then, 
niid noc [ill rlleil, men worshipped i n  
rrur 11. 13ciore Clirisc, they n-orshipped 
throi~gli  types nncl shndo.rrs and figures 
slid e1ilLlc111s. . l i ter  Christ they wor- 
sliipped in tiutli. Spi i i t  i s  opposed t o  
flc-11, t i u ~ l l  to siiadom. ' 

Cal~i11,  l l eye r ,  Bron-n, Lango and 
o t l ~ c r  ien~l ing cornn~cutators substan- 
iiully :lgl.ee 111 tliis view. 111 this decla- 
r :~~ io i l  of C!~risl, tlio K ing  and IIead of 
the  c h ~ ~ r t  11, tlie \ r l~ole  materialistic ser- 
~ i c o  of tltc Old 'I'estament, including 
~ n s t  ru~ilcnlal  music, ~vli ieh,  by  IIis  ap- 
pointlnc~it ,  had been au iutregnl pa r t  of 
i t ,  \if:ls 110137 set  :~s idc  nuil abolished, and 
a Tow 'Yeslaincnt worship mTas appolnt- 
c ~ l  \vhicll I S  spirilunl i u  i t s  na tu le  a n d  
1:~Jic;tlly ~ l i i l ' e t c ~ ~ t  froni tlie Old. There 
is  iiol a s t . i ~ l t ~ l l : ~  of e r i~ l enee  thn t  either 
Clirisl or  the nl~ostles aver g:lre tho re- 
ri~otesL h i n ~  t urit sensuous instruments 
s l~ould  haye a place In the  spiritual 
~yorsll ip of the  Wow Testainent. They 
a rc  :~bsolutelj. without 6ivinc ~ l a r r a n t .  
To  introduce iuere huiliau in\~ontions 
i n to  diviuc ordinances is to eorrui t  t he  
worship, bceause t h a t  which is not  com- 
ulancled i s  forbidden. 

It Is Lawless. 
2. Inst~.umental  music i s  a corrup- 

t ion  of New Testanlcnt worship because 
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i t  Lronl;s i h r o ~ ~ g l i  I l ~ c  liiliii:lsioil ~vll ich 
God pI:lced on i ~ s  use. - 

Tlie word eorriiptioli u s c ~ l  ill st:lt,iug 
the  subject is carefnll:; cl~oscii. It is 
froin "corru~~lpo,"  ii.11ich li1e:ins " to  
brenli tliroi~gli" or " io  brc:ll; io- 
get.her. " 111.. Jo~~ntllr t i i  Ed\v:irsls ill r.u 
n~ldress  or1 Conuptiou in P o l i ~ i ~ s ,  cx- 
p1:tiilc~l ihe 1iie:~nillg of fl:c \\.o;.rl cor- 
rupt,io~l by  :I Eulriilinr ililisirniioli. 1-10 
snitl: " I f  yo11 c:lrei:ully opcii :1.11 or:lllga, 
n n ~ l  the orn11go 1~ souild yo11 \\,ill iiliil 
i t s  juices eiislose~l ill liitlc s:ics or cells, 
and tliiis 11cld in scp:n:~tioi~.  131it if 
t l ~ c  orango 11:~s bcgrll~ f,o cloc:iy, yo11 \\.ill 
iiud llio \vnlls of tho cells brolicn clo~v~i 
a n d  tlie juices 11111 together. 'I'l~c orauge 
i s  co r~~ ip l e t l .  Thc  ssilic iliiilg 111ay bo 
disco\.orecl 111 111c:1t. \I1l~en 1.110 i i i ~ : ~ I  is  
untniiitcd tho jliiccs  re IIcIJ ill O I . ~ : L I ~ -  
ized cells, :111(1 \s11o11 tlieso :?.ru brol;eii 
down the n ~ c o t  is  eorrupteil." 

\Vlien insLrn~nent:tl m u s i c  was con- 
fluoil n,illliil Ll~e lilnils of i t s  di\ril~c 
xppointineitt a s  a pa r t  of n ccremoni:ll, 
t y ~ i e a l ,  ni:~lerialistic a11.d e31.1131 ilis- 
pei~sztion,  the \\,orslkip was  puro and 
acccpf.nl~le to God. But when it brcalis 
t h roug l~  t,lic l in~i tn t ions  mhicll God has 
plneetl. upon i t  a i ~ r l  thrus ts  itself illto 
t he  spiritual morsllip of Il?e Nexv dis- 
peusatioil, tlieu i t  bccolnes "corrup- 
tion. ' ' Two dispeus:~tioas, which are  
radically distinct in  tlicir nature have 



broken together and tile spiritunl \\-or- 
s l ~ i p  of ~ l ~ e  Xe!r Testamcur is corrupretl 
Ly tlic sensuous worship of the Old. 

It Draws the  Mind Away from God, 
t he  Object of Worship. 

3. I i i s l ru i~~cnrnl  music is a eorrup- 
tiou of Yew Testanteut woislrip I lec~use  
it lends to dinm the ntliid of tho o or- 
shipper ar:ny fro111 God. who i s  the ollly 
object uf  n~ors l i~p .  

"I7Jorship God," said tho nugcl to  
Joh11 in P a ~ ~ n o s .  T l ~ c  vc1.y essence of 
n.orsllip 15 the C O J I I ~ I ~ I U I O I I  of 11112 so111 
wit11 God. "Dr rm nigh to  God nn(i I Ie  
xvill d r aw n ~ g h  to you." dames 1: S. 
Uiilil the l i7ing so111 of llie m o ~ s l ~ i p ~ ~ e r  
conies in to  \,itill contact wit11 tlie l i ~ i o g  
God, ~ ~ o r s l t i p  ltus not begnu. T\'llat- 
over enlotioris are a\\.nliened in i l ~ e  soul 
by (lie usc of forrns of dovotioo, theso 
~lilist tormlnnLe on God, or tliere is no 
n~or s l~ ip .  I t  i s  yossible t ha t  in  religious 
services ~l,liicIi me call worship, God, 
\vho :~louc i s  the object of ~ ~ ~ o r s l ~ i p ,  
may be  l e f t  entirely out of view. I n  
such a case there i s  no t rue  worship. 

I   ill quote hero a f ew  brief para- 
grnphs froin an  art icle mhich appeared 
i n  tho Presbyterian and Reforl~led Ro- 
view on Ihe “Tile Problem of Public 
T\'orship." The  writer says: 

"This Is llte first thing to b e  appro- 
heuded, t h a t  God i s  the object of n-or- 
ship, and the rnornent God drops out  of 

mind and beart ,  t ha t  nlon~ent tho wor- m 

sllip ce:~ses." 

ly:l iu:  ' lTllc externals of religicns 
~rors l i ip  are  Illere ladder :11id stngiilg by 
\1*1iicli to climb to God. TTThntcrer iu  
the111 dmws  the  mind froill 11~11, 
-n-hother in pr:lisc, or in  prayer, or i n  
i n s~ ruc t ion ,  is a defect hindering n-or- 
ship." 

Onco more: "A inccl~auicnl roul i~io  
of service, therefore, n-hich, with rhgth- 
mic flo\\-, conducts tltc ~ ~ a r t i e i p n i ~ t  ulolig 
in  sensuous colnfort, tllo eyo a l ~ d  ea r  
Gllc~l \r i th :L se~istlous Jelighl, t l ~ e  soul 
never _sixriled fro111 i t s  d ren~uy  rcljosc, 
is 1.311101. a dl.ealll 61 n'orslii]) t l ~ a ~ l  \\lor- 
ship l lself ,  a11d has  110 co~ l i~ t c~ inneo  in  
a n y  New 'l'eslnlitottL esnlnljle, * " 
3Tutliirig, tliereiore, c:u~ well be llioro 
porlricious to  t he  iriterests of true re- 
ligioil that1 n s c ~ ~ i e c  so conslrtlcted ns 
t o  11ave 111 i t  t l ~ o  iil:~xittt~il~l of appeal to 
the s c ~ ~ s o r ,  nnd tile ntini~~lult t  of apponl 
to  a11 eiiligli~ened 111iud or  qnicliened 
c o ~ s c i e ~ e ,  or loving heart-that i s  if 
i t  is called morship." 

I f  t h i s  ~ u t i e l o  had beon writ ten f o r  
t h e  express purpose of pointing out t h e  
evil tendency of i u s t r l ~ ~ ~ ~ e l l t a l  music, 
whe11 connected with spiri tual  forms or 
worship, i t  could not ham? been moro 

accurately expressed than in  these sen- 
tences. It teuds to  drnw the  mind o f  






