


TRE COLLAPSE OF 
CIVILIZATION 

C IVILIZATION can never finally pre- 
vent war. But many sincere people 
have eagerly. con6dently believed 

that i t  would. 

I t  is the civilization that lives, not only 
for pleasure, but for  commerce, science. 
education, national honor or reputation, 
personal happiness and advancement of 
every sort, rather than for the glory of 
Qod. that  insures war. 

War  is only one of many expressions of 
sin. Christ is the only cure for sin. Sin, 
indeed, is war:  war against God. Every 
iildividual human life in which Christ is 
not Saviour and Lord is a t  war  with God; 
and every nation which does not recognize 
Christ as Supreme Lord of its every na- 
tional policy and action is thereby habitu- 
ally at war with God. Only Christ can 
bring men and nations into peace with 
Gna 

When nre say this 'we recognize that 
there has never been, since our Lord came 
to this earth, such a thing as a Christian 
nation.* There are nations in wliich live 
- 

'The Covenanters believe t l ~ n t  on exception to this 
nwceping slntornent i s  fonnd in  tho history of Scotland 
lor a few yonre following the renown1 of the Nntionnl 
Covonnnt of  Scotlnnd in  1688 nnd tho s izn ing  of tho 
lolnmn Leacuo a n d  Covenant in  1643. 
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many Christians, botlt as private citizenb 
and as public officials; b ~ i t  the ~vor ld  has 
yet to see a nation ~vhose aclino\vle~lgcd 
and implicitly obeyed head is Christ. 

I f  the individual ill wlionl Christ does 
not live as Saviour and Lord is ar war 
~ r i t h  God. urhetlier he means to be or not. 
beeanse of the deadly, sinful nilture with- 
in him,-that "mind of t l ~ e  flesh" rnl1ic.h 
is ' '  entl~itjr against GocI,"--equally true is 
it that all civilization ~ v h i c h  is not abso- 
lutely dnuiiilated by Christ, so tha t  its 
habitual motives and actioi~s seek only 
the glory of God. is a vrarring civiljzntion. 
No matter ho~\l pearefnl sucli civi1izatio11 
]nay seem to be outwardly, it is in a state 
of ceaseless war against God.-and lhnt is 
the dei~clliest war of all. 

P e t  that  is the conditio~i of the civiliza- 
Lion of tlle world to-day. And if civiliza- 
tion is thus, even thongh unconsciously to 
itself, engaged in an eternal warfare 
against the Creator God, how can it by 
ally hnman activities or efforts or agree- 
ments be set free from war among men? 
It is hopeless for those who are warring 
with ~ o d  to  expect to be permanently at 
peace with one another. To l o ~ ~ l i  for  tem- 
poral peace while a n  eternal warfare is 
going on is to loolr for fruit  where there 
is no root. Temporal mars will come to an 
end when eternal warring come to an 
end, and not until then. So assured and 
final pence try agreernent atnonp those who 
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rontinile to engage in a common war 
against God is a moclring \till-0'-the-wisp. 

That  is the reason why civilization has 
collapsed to-day in Europe. T t   rill con- 
tinue to collapse after every l ~ u m a n  at- 
tempt to set i t up again. Civilization 
without Christ as Lord  is a failure before 
it is set up. I t  is a permanent state of 
w a r ;  ancl r e  cannot have peare mliile war 
is going on. 

A writer in a Chicago paper declares 
that  "the very founclations of our faith in 
lltzinan civilizatior~ a re  torn up by the roots 
as \i-e see this thing-this implous. loath- 
s o n ~ e  thing-start on its way. " R e  il~isses 
the fact that tlle sooner our  faith in Itu- 
man  civilization^ is torn 11p by the roots. 
the morcs hope for  us. I-Ie recognizes that 
"thee car] be no true victory in this 
mar"; but l ~ i s  reason is il false one, for  lie 
aclds, "otherwise in vain a r e  the inven- 
tions of tllc century, in \win the liberaliz- 
ing and humanizing movement tha t  strug- 
gles to engirdle the globe." But  no human- 
izing ~novement ean ever save this globe. 
Flumauity is a sin-poisoned, sin-mecked 
thing. Nothing but a superhuman. snper- 
natural Lord can save our world. 

Most people wonld tho~~ght less ly  agree 
t o  the statement that  the  motives of war  
c I are  as primitive and as diametrically op- 

posed to civilization" as "a, blood feud in 
Kentuclry, or the  game of hunting heads 
in Borneo." P e t  tha t  is not trne. W a r  
and civilization are not opposed to each 
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other ;  they are  essentially the saine C i y -  
ilization seeks certain desirable things for 
the  glory of man. W a r  seelis certain de- 
sirable things for the glorjr of man. Civ- 
ilization tha t  is not supremely dominated 
by Jesus Christ is a condition of war 
against God. That is why civilization 
leads wit11 an almost inevitable certainty 
to the more oboiolls condition \ ~ ~ l ~ i r l l  nre 
call war. 

What  is the solution, the enrl of' n l l  nr;lr. 
;IS seen by those who loolr llopcfully to civ-  
ilization for  the way o u t l  It is given at 
the conclusion of the typical article tlial 
has been quotcd. "What  is f lie m ~ s ~ v e r  7 
More rational public opinion. Anrl Illat 
can only come from education. . . . 
I mean the education tha t  comes from the 
field, the lathe, the scalpel, the i,est tube. 
l,he microscope. ' ' 

The war in Europe to-day is the  answer 
to tllat theory. Civilization by education 
has collapsed. God knew, and ~ n e n  to 
~ v h o m  God was trying to speak might 
have lmown, tha t  i t  was doomed heforr it 
mas tried. 

The Czar proclaims to his people: "I t  is 
no! only the protection of a c o ~ m t r y  re- 
lated to us and unjustly attacked that  
must be accorded now, but we must safe- 
guard the l~ouor ,  the  dignity and Ihe in- 
tegrity of Russia and her position amollg 
tlle great pourers. " That declaration well 
represents the attitude of most civilized 
Christian nations to-day. I t  says nothing 
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about the  honor and the glory of God. I t  
represents the srlf-centered, sin-poisoned 
civilization that. collapses \&en the right 
opportunity comes. 

editorial writer in one of the 
papers says, " W a r  remains what  it is: an 
abysmal and sickening reversion to the 
priniiti\le brute in man." B u t  tha t  primi- 
lilre brute io ~ n a n  continues unchanged in 
character in the ]nost civilized man on 
earth w110 is witliout Christ a s  Saviour 
aud Lord. W a r  in such a man is not a re- 
version to a former s ta te ;  i t  is only an  es-  
pressioti of tlie present state. So  the  na- 
tion t h a t  is dishonoring God through fail- 
ure to live solely fo r  the  glory of God does 
not  revert to a former condition when it 
goes to  war; it only expresses its present 
condition. 

"We deplore," declared tliosc present a t  
n meeting of representalive Germans and 
Austrians held in  Chicago, "the existence 
of a state of war i n  this enlightenecl age, 
and we lervently hope tha t  it may end 
speedily, and tha t  peace and the  plusnit  
01 happiness may soon be restored to all 
the peoples of Europe." Men do not real- 
ize l h a t  peace and  tlie pursuit of happi- 
ness as chief goals of life cannot go to- 
gether. It is the  selfish puus~*it of happi- 
neiss tha t  malies war.  P e t  happiness such 
as  men could never devise for  themselves 
con~es into their life when they pu t  God 
ahead of their happiness. 

A cartooil in the Public Leclgc.r uE Pliila- 
delphia tells its tragic story \\,ell. I t  is a 
picture of a wouian, "Europe," staggering 
and about to fall from a bleeding bullet 
wound in  the l~reast .  By her feet is a re- 
v o h e r ,  tlie smolie floating I'rom its balsrel; 
i t  is labeIecl "Armed Pence Theorjr." 
Under the picture is the  caption "J t  Was  
Loaclecl." 

P e t  the "ar i~ied pence tlieory" is uo 
more dangerous and deadly than the 
theory of permanent peaee by any  oihcr 
sort of hmnan agreement. Erer j r  snch 
theory is loacled wit11 a deadlier bullet 
thsn  is the revolver. I t  is loacled ~ \ ~ i t l ~  
man's sin. Agreement among men will 
never bring to an  end the n~ar r ing  power 
of their sin. Only Christ, received as Sav- 
iour  a n d  Lord both by individual men 
a n d  by nations, can, make harmless t h a t  
which is deadly. 

This espliiil~s the lutility of world-peace 
llopes in tribunals, conferences, and pledg- 
es of arbitration. Never has the fulil i ty 
of \\rorId-peace on Ihe basis of man's 
agreement been so sadly revealed as in 
this hour. Yet nlnltitucles of earnest 
Christian men and women have been de- 
ceived b~ that  false hope. W e  shonld, of 
course, always do everything in  our  pow- 
e r  to prevent war. Tribunals of interna- 
tional arbitration can p r e ~ e n t  some wars. 
We cannot do too illuch to increase peace 
sentiment throughout the world. B u t  in 
every such effort let  us recognize funda- 

mental tllings : tfliit pe:ice ngreelltents 
ainollg ~ l s t ious  ill 11.11icll Jcsus Christ is 
not the snpremc ruler c i ~ n  a t  best deal 
011lg mill1 s11ri:icc couditions; tllcy illay be 
f e i r~por~lrg pre\feilt ives : they call ile\7cr bc 
cures. 

-4s \\-c see the t ruth  ot' the ine\ritnble 
collapse a l  civiliz:~tion, we see also t l~n t  
the Unitecl States  oC Aluerirn is no safer 
from \var tlli111 is ally other nation. Au ed- 
itorial \vriter g ro l~es  for the t ruth ,  bnt  - 
~iris,es i t ,  ~vlicn Ire says: "A~neric :~,  in 
splencli~l isolation, retains l ~ c r  bnlnnce. I t  
1s a honse bilildecl upon :I rorli. Our great 
esperimcnt, fo~indcd on pence iiucl libcrty, 
still holds Illc ben.eon \Ire sl~uicl l o  S I I \ ~ C  

the \vorld froni slipping back, to cle~non- 
s t r i~ te  to  cvcry people t l ~ c  gre:ltcr value 01 
peare, of progre-is, or cioilizat.io11. As thc 
a~lcllor of civilizal.iol~ we irtust not fnil. " 

B i ~ t  if civilization is onr auchol., mo 
have failed alreiidy. It is not treason, i t  is 
not jingoism, t o  say tha t  t h e  United States 
is  no exception to  the  sweeping t r n t h  tha t  
there has  never yet  been a Christian n;l 
tion: a nation with  our  Lord Jesus Christ 
in supreme control of i t s  life, i t s  purposes, 
its plans, i t s  policies. 

Copies of this le:~flct, m;Ly bo obtained 
a t  50 cents a hundred, by  addressing the 

TVITNESS REARING COMMITTEE 

1205 Boylo Stroot, N. S. Pit tsburgh, Pa.  

8 




