••^jaateaa

JANUARY 11, 1978

DVENANTER WITN

A WOltll H U E

cross. Therefore God highly exalted H i m and gave H i m a name
which is above every name."
Furthermore, Christ's mediatorial kingship is a present
reality, not a future promise. M a n y people today fail to realize
this and are looking forward to the time when Christ will be
king. T h e Bible says that Christ is King now: "All power is
given unto M e in heaven and on earth,'' Jesus said (Matthew
28:18). Paul writes in Philippians 2:9 that G o d has exalted
Jesus. Again, in Ephesians 1:22 he writes: " H e (God the
Father) put all things in subjection under His feet and gave
H i m as Head over all things to the church.

The following material is based on a sermon delivered by
Mr. Smith on August 21, 1977 at Pittsburgh
Presbytery's Family Conference at Camp Lambec. We
THE NECESSITY OF CHRIST'S
received a number of requests to publish the material in
M E D I A T O R I A L KEMGSHJP
the Witness, and gladly present it here for the consideration of our readers, especially since it expresses ourPaul writes in I Corinthians 15:25: "He (Christ) must
theme for the 1978 Witness.
reign until H e has put all His enemies under His feet.'' The
RWN
kingly office is necessary to the fulfillment of God's gracious
purposes. In John 18:37, Pilate asks, "Art thou a king?"
Jesus answers, " T o this end I was born and for this cause I
came into the world."
The kingly office is necessary to complete the character of
the Mediator. In the Old Testament G o d appointed prophets,
priests, and kings to stand between H i m and man. T o be the
complete mediator, Christ must fulfill all three offices.
The kingly office is necessary as a reward for His obedience
unto death. (See again Phil. 2:8-11)
The kingly office is necessary to counteract the opposition
made to man's salvation by its enemies. H o w could Christ's
It has been customary to speak of Christ's work in terms of work as priest be effective unless H e is also given the power to
the three offices of prophet, priest, and king. A s prophet,
make it effective? Psalm 110:2 says Christ is to rule in the
Christ represents G o d before m e n and speaks God's word to
midst of His enemies. Yet a willing people serve Him. Paul
men. A s priest, H e represents m e n before God and carries on
writes in Romans 5:8 that '' while were sinners Christ died for
the ministry of reconciliation and intercession. A s king, Christ
us."
exercises dominion or rule over all things, and restores m e n to
The kingly office is necessary to meet the needy cirtheir original dominion over the creation. A s w e study the
cumstances of Christ's own people. " H e is head over all things
Kingship of Christ we will study its Nature, Necessity, Extent,
to the church, which is His body" (Eph. 1:22). " H e (Christ)
and its Purpose.
upholds all things by the W o r d of His power" (Heb. 1:3). The
carrying out of the work of Providence is under the control and
THE NATURE OF CHRIST'S KINGSHIP
direction of Christ. H e upholds all things and directs all things
for His own purposes and glory and for the good of His people.
When we study Christ's kingship, we are not studying the
Revelation 4 and 5 describe the throne in Heaven and Christ
sovereign nature of Christ in general, w e are focusing our
before the throne. These passages indicate that nothing can
attention on the kingly office as fulfilled in the divine-human
take place on earth except what Christ ordains.
mediator Jesus Christ. W e are studying what has been termed
the Mediatorial Kingship or the Mediatorial Lordship of
THE EXTENT OF CHRIST'S
M E D I A T O R I A L KINGSHIP
Christ, the rule given to H i m as a result of His work on the
cross. Peter describes this in Acts 2:36 when he declares,
"Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for certain that
This is a most important aspect. The Scriptures declare th
God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this same Jesus
the present mediatorial rule of Christ is universal. Jesus
w h o m you crucified." God the Father has given His Son the
Himself says in His great high priestly prayer that the Father
position of Lord and Christ.
W e must keep in mind that fesus Christ fulfills the offices of
prophet, priest, and king simultaneously. T h e book of
Hebrews places particular emphasis on Christ's being a priest
after the order of Melchizedek. Hebrews 7:1-3 emphasizes that
4
What's Ahead in 1978 by L. E. KUpatrick
Melchizedek was not only a priest, but also a king. H e com6
Christ's Kingship over the Nations Today
by E. C.
Copeland
bined the offices. Psalm 110 declares that Christ is a priest like
Melchizedek and describes His work as priest and king. Thus,
9
Christian Praise in the
Continental Reformation
like Melchizedek, Christ combines the offices of priest and
Period by R. S. Ward
12 Training the Children of the Church
by David M .
king.
Carson
W e must also realize that Christ's mediatorial kingship is
the result and reward for His execution of His priestly office.
Paul writes in Philippians 2:8-9: " H e (Christ) humbled
2 — A Word Due; 3 — Thy Kingdom Come; 11 — Bring th
himself and became obedient to death, even to death on the
Books; 14 — HeyLookit!; 15 — Count Her Towers
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Ethiopia, Cambodia and China receive
less attention." Dr. B..S. Hruby of the
above named organization remarks,
concerning the selectivity of protest, that
there was near silence throughout the
world "about the appalling barbarism
recently perpetrated in Cambodia, . . .
where between 800,000 and 1.2 million
people perished during the enforced
evacuation from the cities, on foot,
without being provided with water or
medicine."
Billy Graham reported that on his
recent visit to Hungary he found
NOTES O N " H U M A N RIGHTS"
"religious freedom,'' "a total separation
Christians have taken great en- of church and state in Hungary." H e
cannot be unaware of the differing
couragement in the evident courage of
opinions of others concerned for the cause
President Carter in his outspoken
championship of oppressed peoples in the of Christ behind the Iron Curtain, for he
world. Is it helping? Will he be able to
defended himself, "I a m not a seven-day
sustain the purpose he has declared as
wonder w h o goes over to Hungary for
effective national policy?
seven days and comes back and says, T
A m n e s t y International, which is
a m an expert on Hungary.' "
working for the relief of political prisoners (A third organization that provides inworldwide, according to an RNS
formation regarding rights violation is the
dispatch, says that the " E . German
Center for the Study of Religion and
Regime (is) reported to hold several
Communism at Keston College, Keston,
thousand political prisoners," yet, ac- Eng.)
cording to Human
Events, the
In Taiwan the government recently
Washington
Post says the adseized one issue of the Taiwan
ministration's representative at the Presbyterian fournal because the thrust
Belgrade conference on European
of an article seemed to be advocating
security, praised East Germany for its making Taiwan an independent nation
"resettlement actions." Part of the
and giving up the aim of being reunited
"resettlement" was the "grisly business
with the mainland in a free China.
of selling thousands of so-called political
Fatsang Ley, an Anglican from the
prisoners to W . Germany at about
University of Hawaii, speaking in
$15,000 a head."
Washington recendy, disputed "the
Moody Monthly, after a series of contention heard that religious freedom
articles telling of the outrage of home
in Taiwan is not available to all citizens
disruption by the Soviets, suggested that
. . . H e said a recent Campus Crusade for
readers write Senator Jackson, parChrist campaign in Taiwan also indicates
ticularly on behalf of three children, aged
there is religious freedom there. Dr. Bill
11,8 and 6, w h o were taken from their
Bright, Campus Crusade director, was
mother, since, it was charged, "they
pleased with how the campaign went."
often gave strange religious answers to
Prof. Paul Seabury of the University of
biological and scientific questions."
California at Berkeley, quoted in the last
Senator Jackson reported receiving well China Report, (apparendy thinking of the
over 1000 letters, the heaviest received
possibility of derecognition of Taiwan by
on any case in which he has been in- the U.S.A.), said, " T h e disappearance of
volved. H e suggested that the letter
16 million Taiwanese into the limbo of
writers write to the Soviet embassy. N o w totalitarianism might be regarded as a
Mrs. Zoya Radigina has had her three more significant setback for human rights
than the arrest of a few Soviet dissidents.
children restored to her again.
The Research Center for Religious and 'But then, when has Washington
H u m a n Rights in Closed Societies, Ltd., recently spoken to the matter of human
(in N.Y.C.), says, " O n e of the greatest rights on the Asian mainland?' he
problems and weaknesses of the present queried." Dr. Walter Judd, a medical
upsurge of interest and involvement in missionary to mainland China before the
the struggle for religious freedom and Communist takeover, and for several
human rights, is the selectivity of protest years a Congressman, said recently that
. . (coming mostly against) such he "is more encouraged" than before
countries as Brazil, Chile, Philippines, regarding the situation in Taiwan, apRhodesia, S. Africa and S. Korea, but parently referring also to the likelihood of
violations in such countries as Cuba,
(continued on back cover)
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Christians are to be salt and light in
Christ's kingdom in 1978, and there's
desperate need for both.
Whether one thinks w e are on the
threshold of a great spiritual
awakening, or that our country — and
the world — is set for an early
disaster, seems to depend on which
portion of the spiritual landscape one
focuses on. Opposite conclusions are
drawn a m o n g individuals w h o seek to
judge our prospects by interpreting
Scripture prophecy in the light of
current world events, and whether or
not tribulation, or "the great
tribulation," will be upon the world
soon. God has marvelously woven all
of life into an interlocking pattern of
issues facing us. The economic, the
social, the religious and the political,
and many more, are full of tensions
and problems. Not any one area's
problems can be isolated and solved
or resolved.
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In the religious arena, while the the level-headedness w e would like to
cults are mushrooming and s o m e are see and hear.
THE PROBLEMS
The evangelical community has
thriving, the real — and to many eyes,
hidden — rock threatening the life recovered a sense of confidence. It
On the economic scene in our
and vigor of the Christian church is has awakened to a sense of comcountry — and this is true also in all
the question of the inerrancy of the passion for the poor and disadthe countries where freedom is given Scripture, a rock on which m e n and vantaged that calls for corporate as
at least lip service — the public is
institutions are suffering shipwreck. well as individual ministry. It has
spending money prodigally, more There's a tendency, on questions of
recovered a sense of our authority to
than it takes in. This has resulted in
unity, for these to be met on a case by declare God's truth to the government
inflation, and the growing burden of
case approach, rather than by band- when integrity is prostituted in public
taxation means government still
wagon railroading, with doctrine scandal and dishonesty. Evangelical
cannot maintain the integrity of its rather than bigness having a large voices are raised today from within
promises as more and more are
influence in determining alignment government, weak and from only a
feeding at the public trough, in- directions.
few, it is true, but "mighty to the
cluding Social Security recipients,
pulling d o w n of strongholds." God's
than are paying into it. Energy
Word, when read and studied and
demands are outgrowing the available
preached, instructs in wisdom in the
PROSPECTS
supply and millions are out of work.
marketplace, "at the gates, at the
Will w e Christians be able to turn the Who was it who said it? "Our
entry of the city."
tide of consuming or destroying more prospects are as bright as the
While our social scene, with its
than w e produce?
promises of God." O n the human
Sodom-like jungle is destroying its
In the social area w e are seeing
level the m o s t hopeful enmultitudes, yet God is calling out this
conventions shattered, conventions couragement is the vigor and volume
victim and that and making them
that formerly m a d e stable family
of the evangelical voices being raised.
"noble princes." Sadly w e know that
loyalties the norm, even a m o n g non- They are not a regimented unity, yet death is removing many w h o are part
Christians. Self-destroying drugs, there is a growing boldness in
of the problem from society's load,
legal (alcoholic beverages being most speaking of the person of Jesus
and these from a m o n g the young w h o
destructive of life, limb, goods and
Christ, and in naming His name. The
have been caught in the drug traffic
good sense) and illegal, are Satan's
secular world is hearing — though
and in the escape of suicide — near
tool for undermining moral integrity. still disparaging. But Jesus Christ is the top in causes of death in the
All this contributes to family
King. The only information w e have
under-30 group. But H e "will overdisintegration, and blatant, boasting
concerning Him is what w e find in the turn, overturn, overturn . . until he
sexual sin of every kind, on a scale
Bible. Translation of the Word goes
c o m e whose right it is."
that presages the fate of S o d o m and
forward by scores and hundreds of
While rulers still rage and take
Rome.
skilled messengers of the cross.
counsel against the Lord's people in
O n the political scene the drift God's Word is being brought into
many places, yet they survive and the
toward government involvement in
prominence. W h e n The Myth of G o d number of mission personnel is on
every facet of life makes the dif- Incarnate was published, it found an
the increase. There are still those
ference between the "free" and the almost immediate answer, by m e n of
willing to deny themselves, take up
Communist portions of the world less
respected stature, in The Truth of God
the cross and go where there is
and less, without resolving rivalries
Incarnate. As s o m e in the evangelical danger, in the islands and in the
and tensions. The rival claims of the community totter before the big guns
ghettos. And under persecution there
Arabs and Israelis continue to pose a of destructive higher criticism, others
are those w h o m God has chosen from
threat of war, while the question of are picking up their pens and printing
the foundation of the world — and
white rule in parts of Africa, as well as presses and voices to declare their
now keeps.
rivalries of contending native parties, faith and the ground for it. Over radio
Christ is King! Have w e left this as
carry the potential of strife, blood- and TV Christ's name is heard in
one of those axioms that every
shed and famine. It would be all but honor, even though not always with
Christian accepts, while w e react very
impossible to list all trouble spots, About the author: He is the Pastor of m u c h as our unbelieving neighbors,
but in this hemisphere they are not
the First Beaver Falls congregation andto crime in our community, to
limited to South America. In Mexico
a regular columnist for the Witness via government encroachment and
there is Communist guerilla activity,
the "Thy Kingdom Come" section.
knavery, to news of war and rumors of
and in Canada there is talk of
He is the Moderator of the 1977 Synod war, to natural disaster? H e has a just
"separate existence" both in the East
of the RPCNA.
claim on our obedience in every area
and the West, not to mention the
of human existence. There is m u c h to
P a n a m a Canal
question and our
JANUARY
11, 1978
encourage us to "work while it is
5
involvement in Taiwan and S. Korea.
day."
B

Christ's Kingship
over the
Notions Todoy
E. Clark Copeland
All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to
the Lord
All the families of the nations will worship before
Thee. (Ps. 22:27)
Daniel was shown a vision of the victory of the kingdom of
G o d over the kingdoms of this world. In it G o d showed
Daniel that universal allegiance and worship will be given at
the end when the kingdoms of this world are given to the
"one like a son of m a n " and his people (7:13,14,27). This
fact was confirmed in John's vision of the N e w Heaven and
the N e w Earth: ' 'The nations shall walk by its light and the
kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it. . . and they
shall bring the glory of the nations into it" (Rev.
21:24,26). It is important to recognize that these passages
A n tror
In SIR I>t
have to do with kings in their capacity as kings, not just as
individual m e n ; and with nations as divinely appointed civil
For the kingdom is the Lord's
institutions, not just as references to people in general.
A n d H e rules over the nations. (Ps. 22:28)
It is further to be pointed out that the Divine kingship
This is one of a number of statements in the Old Testament
referred to in these passages is Messianic. Psalm 2 is
declaring that the Lord, Jehovah, the covenant redeemer
especially clear and pertinent. T h e Psalm begins with the
question:
and king of Israel is also ruler of all the nations of the earth.
W e m a y also mention Psalms 47, 96, 9 8 , 99. Similarly the
W h y are the nations in an uproar
N e w Testament calls Jesus Christ' 'the ruler of the kings of
A n d the people devising a vain thing?
In explanation the psalmist states:
the earth" (Rev. 1:5)
T h e nations and the kings of earth are frequently called
T h e kings of earth take counsel together
to worship and praise G o d just as Israel was commanded to
Against the Lord and His anointed.
Their desire is to throw off His authority. T h e Lord
do:
responds by declaring that H e has installed His king on His
Praise the Lord, all nations;
holy mountain, Zion, and that H e has given to him the
Laud H i m , all peoples!
nations as far as the ends of the earth. H e has also instructed
For His lovingkindness is great towards us
him:
A n d the truth of the Lord is everlasting.
T h o u shalt break them with a rod of iron
Praise the Lord.
(Ps. 117)
T h o u shalt shatter them like earthenware.
Psalm 2 warns kings and judges of the earth:
Worship the Lord with reverence
John Calvin said that this Psalm is an inspired comA n d rejoice with trembling.
mentary on the promise made to David in II Samuel 7 that
D o homage to the Son, lest H e become angry and you
his house and his kingdom would be established to endure
forever before G o d (v. 16). T h e words " Y o u are M y son,
perish in the way,
For His wrath m a y soon be kindled.
today I have begotten y o u " would then be addressed to
H o w blessed are all w h o take refuge in H i m . (vv.
David. This is in agreement with Psalm 8 9 where G o d says
that H e has exalted His chosen servant, David, and
11,12)
Scripture pronounces a blessing on the nation, as on
anointed him and will strengthen him to overcome every
Israel, whose G o d is the Lord (Ps. 33:12). A n d it declares
that all nations will c o m e and worship before the Lord, and
About the author: He is Professor of Biblical Languages
glorify His n a m e (86:9).
and Literature at the R.P Seminary in Pittsburgh.
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enemy. Then H e says,
I also shall make him M y firstborn
the highest of the kings of the earth, (v. 27)
It must be clear that G o d here addresses David as His firstborn son. It must follow that in Psalm 2 G o d anointed
David to destroy the enemies of His (God's) kingdom in the
world, i.e., those kings and rulers w h o were plotting
together to throw off His authority and power. The prayer
in Psalm 72 is:
A n d let all kings bow down before him;
All nations serve him. (v. 11)
The kings of the nations from the Euphrates to the
Mediterranean paid tribute to Solomon (I Kings 4:21).
Since he was God's king over His kingdom, this tribute
may be recognized as having been paid to God. However, it
was given to Solomon because of David's military conquests
and does not represent the worship of Israel's God. The
reverence, homage and rejoicing that kings are called to
give to the Lord's anointed must rise from the heart. They
are due to O n e to come greater than Solomon, even as the
Messianic promises point to O n e greater than Solomon.
The N e w Testament confirms that the ultimate
reference of such statements is to Jesus Christ,"His (God's)
Son w h o was born of the seed of David after the flesh"
(Rom. 1:3). Paul also preached that G o d had fulfilled the
promise to the fathers "in that H e raised up Jesus, as it is
also written in the second Psalm, 'Thou art M y Son, today
I have begotten you' " (Acts 13:33).
T h e instruction in Psalm 2 to break the nations with a
rod of iron sounds like utter destruction. However, in the
appeal that follows to kings and judges to give homage and
worship to God's king, and in the use made of the same
instruction in Rev. 2:21 and 12:5, it appears that the
shattering rod is the gospel. T h e gospel breaks the rebellion
of m e n by bringing them to repentance and obedience. By
the same gospel m e n will be judged on the last day (John
12:48).
W h e n Jesus sent forth His disciples to make disciples of
all nations, H e prefaced His c o m m a n d with the announcement, "All authority has been given unto M e in
heaven and on earth" (Matt. 28:18). That this authority is
all-inclusive is made more explicit by Paul in saying that
G o d "seated (him) at His right hand in the heavenly places
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and every n a m e that is named, not only in this age, but also
in the age to come. A n d H e put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave H i m to be head over all things to
the church, ..." (Eph. 1:20-22). This rule will continue
till every enemy has been put under His feet (I Cor. 15:25).
In speaking of the universal authority and rule of Jesus
Christ, the N e w Testament frequendy uses Psalm 8:6b,
" T h o u hast put all things under his feet" (I Cor. 15:27;
Eph. 1:22; Phil. 3:21; Heb.^ 2:5-9). Psalm 8:6 is a
summary of Genesis 1:28, God's c o m m a n d to m a n to rule
over the creation and subdue it. By this c o m m a n d m a n was
to submit to G o d in perfect obedience as an individual and in
all the institutions of society. The quotation of this verse as
the basis of Christ's universal authority identifies His
Messianic rule at the right hand of G o d with that creation
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mandate given to man. H e became m a n , fulfilled man's task
in perfect obedience to God and was ' 'crowned with glory
and honor'' because he died for everyone (Heb. 2:9, cf. Ps.
8:6). A s Charles Hodge says, G o d fulfilled His purpose to
put all things under the feet of m a n in the exaltation of
Christ (Systematic Theology, II, 600).
Christ exercises the universal authority given H i m at
the Ascension as Mediator. If H e is to rule over m a n , H e
must free him from the death penalty for his disobedience;
H e must overcome his rebellion and give him the heart of a
servant. From the throne H e poured out the Spirit on the
Day of Pentecost and sends out the church to proclaim the
gospel in all the world. H e exercises this authority in
providential control of all things for the benefit of the
church (Eph. 1:22). H e keeps Satan in chains that he
cannot deceive the nations to prevent them from responding
to the gospel (Rev. 20:3). H e employs angels as ministering
spirits to the heirs of salvation (Heb. 1:14). W e are assured
that every knee "shall bow to the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil.
2:9, 10).
A s the Westminster Shorter Catechism says, "Christ
executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in
ruling and defending us, and in restraining and conquering
all his and our enemies" (A. to Q. 25). T h e kingdom of
God is a matter of the heart. N o n e enter it except those w h o
are born of the Spirit. It is not u n c o m m o n for Christians to
limit the kingdom to the reign of G o d in the heart of m a n ,
as opposed to any external or material manifestation of the
kingdom.
Howard Snyder, in his recent book, The Community of
the King (Eerdmans, 1977), quotes G. E. Ladd with approval that Biblically, the kingdom "refers first to a reign,
dominion or rule, and only secondarily to the realm over
which a reign is exercised." Snyder continues,
"Therefore, to speak of the Kingdom of G o d is to remind
ourselves that G o d is the sovereign Lord. 'The earth is the
Lord's and the fulness thereof (Ps. 2 4 : 1 ) " (p. 14).
W e agree that the primary reference in the kingdom of
G o d is to reign, and after that to realm; but w e must also
point out that the primary reference in M r . Snyder's proof
text is to territorial realm, the earth. T h e fact is that
"reign" and "realm", "dominion" and "domain" are
inseparable. W h e n a person confesses Jesus as Lord, his
house, his farm, his business, his corporation, his
automobile, his stocks and bonds all come under the reign
of Christ. Thus Christ has a realm in every believer, every
congregation and in the whole church. Jesus is Lord over all
that they possess and all that comes under their control.
Since our citizenship is not of this world, but G o d has
not taken us out of it, w e must live out our life here in
submission to the law of God. Hence, although, w e are
involved in m a n y of the same pursuits as the m e n of the
world — buying and selling, farming, manufacturing,
mining, government, etc. — w e pursue them in the service
of G o d and for His glory. The kingdom of G o d begins
within us but is extended into all the authority spheres and
material limits of our involvement according to the gifts and
calling of G o d upon us. Hence, to the extent that believers
(continued on next page)
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are involved in civil government, through them the
kingdom of G o d is extended by that m u c h over the nation,
and Christ's Mediatorial rule is made effective.
Christ's reign over the nations is not restricted to the
response of God's people to the word of G o d in their spheres
of activity. W e have already mentioned that His
providential rule over all things is under His Messianic
office and is Mediatorial in character. Isaiah explained
God's use of the king and nation of Assyria to punish
godless Israel and Judah for their sins. A s the power of the
blood of Christ is not limited to time following the cross,
but is effective for the cleansing and pardon of all believers
before it; so the reign of Christ, though resting upon the
victory of His death and resurrection, was also operative
before the ascension as well as after it. It was the Son of G o d
w h o directed the Assyrian kings in their conquest of Israel
and in the invasion of Judah; and it was H e w h o destroyed
the Assyrians suddenly because of the blasphemous
arrogance of the king against God. So also H e gave
Jerusalem, the temple and the ark of the Covenant into
Nebuchadnezzar's hands; and then drove him from his
palace in madness when he deified himself.
B y His kingship over nations Jesus brought about the
facility of one political unity and peace — the R o m a n
Empire — and of one language — Greek — that the church
might m o v e across the Mediterranean from Jerusalem to
R o m e in one generation. " A t the proper time" Christ
came, and Augustus Caesar and his census, and Herod and
Pontius Pilate, and Paul and Gallio and Festus. Through
national rulers H e provides visas and protection for
missionaries w h o take the gospel to the unevangelized and
to enable the church to have fellowship around the globe.
Governing authorities are established for righteousness and
peace among m e n , and as such are the ministers of G o d for
good to all m e n , especially to the church. Thus Jesus as
King of nations lays mandates upon rulers to exercise their
authority as coming from H i m and in justice and the fear of
G o d for the welfare of all m e n , and the particular benefit of
the church.
Christ's kingship over the nations is also directed to the
electorate. In the Divine order civil government arises from
man's mandate to rule the universe, including himself and
all institutions of society. In his lordship m a n is subject to
the Lord God. In Israel the king ruled by popular consent as
well as by the choice of God. T h e elders of Israel came to
David at Hebron. They made a covenant with him before
G o d and anointed him king because they knew that G o d had
chosen him king, and he had proven his ability as a servant
of Saul (II Sam. 5:3). So also Jehoiada made a covenant
between the Lord, the king and the people in placing the boy
Joash on the throne of Judah after Athaliah had usurped the
throne (II Kings 11:17). In giving their consent, the people
were limited to the one chosen by the Lord; and the king so
consecrated was required to walk in humility before his
people in the fear of the Lord, carefully observing His law
(Deut. 17:15-20).
Scripture also describes qualifications of rulers of lower
rank: " Y o u shall select out of all the people able m e n w h o
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fear God, m e n of truth, those w h o hate dishonest gain"
(Ex. 18:21). This advice of Jethro was given Divine sanction in Moses' institution of the elders (vv. 24-26). Moses
later mentioned wisdom, discernment and experience in the
same connection (Deut. 1:13). T h e most frequendy
mentioned qualification of rulers is the fear of the Lord. It
must be evident that such qualifications are fitting for those
w h o are called "minister of G o d " (Rom. 13:4). Yet it will
surely be protested that in a pluralistic state n o religious
qualification m a y be required of civil officers. However, this
is exactly the position Christians must take in exercising
their electoral power under the Lord Jesus Christ. They
must support for office m e n of wisdom, discernment and the
fear of God. G o d has placed in their hand a power to be
exercised over rulers. Their consent coupled with God's
choice is a powerful directive that cannot be rejected except
to the hurt of the ruler, as Rehoboam discovered (I Kings
12). Christ exercises His kingship over nations most
positively when Christians perform their civil duties in
submission to His rule, whether as rulers or as ruled
electorate.
A century and a half ago William Symington pointed
out that there are qualifications of electors as well as of
rulers; that is, that the professing Christian m a y not
drop the Christian and act the civilian or the m a n .
. . H e must conduct himself as a Christian at all
times; when acting as a m e m b e r of the state, not less
than as a member of the church; in the workshop, as
well as in the sanctuary; at the hustings (electioneering platform), as well as at the table of the
Lord.
—Messiah the Prince ( N e w York, 1839), p. 190.
T h e failure of Christians to exercise their electoral power in
proper submission to the Lord Jesus Christ not only effects
adversely the welfare of the civil community, it is a
dishonoring offense to the King of kings and Lord of lords.
W e m a y summarize our discussion of Jesus' Kingship
over the Nations as follows: All authority and power
belongs to God. H e gives it to w h o m H e will. A t creation
H e placed in m a n the authority to rule over all things,
including all the institutions of society; in particular, w e
m a y mention the state. Because of the fall of m a n G o d
fulfilled His purpose to place all things under m a n by
exalting Christ over all authority in heaven and on earth.
This H e did on account of Jesus' perfect obedience unto
death on the cross. In exalting Jesus over all, G o d also
fulfilled the Messianic promises to David of a universal and
everlasting kingdom. Every knee will therefore b o w to
Jesus. T h e Lord Jesus Christ exercises His universal
authority mediatorially in His providential government of
all things, including the nations of earth, for the benefit of
the church. H e overrules rulers and nations so that unconsciously they perform His will in bringing about
favourable conditions for the progress of His kingdom. H e
also rules in the hearts of His people through the gospel to
perform His will individually and corporately in society.
Thus His people function as leaven within the nations for
the visible realization of His kingship over all of life.
•

COVENANTER WITNESS

Christian Praise
in the Continental
Reformation

Period
Rowland S. Ward
In regard to the use of materials of praise by the continental
Reformers those Reformers w h o worked on continental Europe
rather than on the islands of England and Ireland there is not
always the measure of clarity in our minds that one would
desire. Accordingly, the present discussion aims to focus on
the Reformation period, but excluding England and Scotland,
with a view to elucidating the principles which were adopted in
regard to the service of praise.

1. LUTHER
Little needs to be said under this heading. T h e material of
praise in Lutheran churches was never limited to the Psalter,
although it included versions of many individual psalms. T h e
well known A mighty fortress is our God is based on Psalm 46.
The Luteran attitude to worship was, and is, based on the
conviction that what is not forbidden in Scripture is permissible
providing that it is not repugnant to the evangelical truths.
Luther Nails His 95 Theses to the Church D oor
2. ZWINGLI AND BULLINGER
In Zurich the principle of Huldreich Zwingli (1484-1531)
was that Scripture warrant was necessary for the ordering of
worship. Despite the fact that Zwingli had a passion for music
— he was a good singer and could play nearly a dozen instruments — he held that there was no warrant for vocal
singing or instrumental music in the worship of God. During
the course of the year 1525 he suspended the choir-singing,
and two years later dismantled the organ in his church.
Congregational singing was replaced by antiphonal recitation of
psalms and the Gloria in excelsis. In practice, congregational
recitation was unsatisfactory and the task was committed to
two assistant ministers.(l)
In this abolition of congregational singing there was certainly involved a reaction from the abuses in the unreformed
church such as was also expressed by the Zurich Anabaptist,
Conrad Grebel, (1498-1526), but there was more to it than
that. Johann Heinrich Bullinger (1504-1575), Zwingli's
relative and successor at Zurich, has recorded his o w n views
on the subject in his published sermons known as The Decades.
T h e relevant section of this work was published in 1551 and
m a y be summarized as follows:
(a) T h e verb to hymn (Greek: humneo) means to praise or
to set forth one's praise with or without modulation of the
voice in singing.
(b) Congregational singing was not universally obligatory
in the early church, and in any case was more " a distinct and
measured pronunciation," similar to loud reading rather than
song.
(c) T o delight in the pleasantness of voices rather than in
the sense of the words is a great danger, and sinful if indulged.
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(d) Instrumental music was abolished with the temple and
the ceremonies.
(e) T h e canonical Scriptures should form the only matter
of praise.
(f) A passage such as Colossians 3:16 refers to private
praise, not public, and requires the song of the heart, not ' 'the
warbling of the voice."
(g) Nevertheless, " n o m a n can or ought to disallow
moderate and godly singing of psalms, whether it be publicly
used in holy assemblies, or at h o m e in private houses.' '(2)
T h e reservations in Zurich about singing as such spread to
England partly through the circulation of Bullinger's writings,
but other Swiss cantons which accepted the Reformation were
not uniform with Zurich in their worship patterns. Unaccompanied vocal singing was re-introduced to the churches of
Zurich in 1598.(3)
3. CALVIN
In Strasbourg Lutheran influence declined after Martin
Bucer (14911551) became superintendent there (1530).
Strasbourg became a middle way between Luther and Zwingli
and influenced John Calvin (1509-1564) when he ministered
there to a congregation of French exiles, 1538-41. T h e
Reformation in Geneva had begun officially in M a y 1536, but
whilst Calvin had made moves to introduce singing on the
grounds of ancient usage and the testimony of Paul, nothing
was effected prior to his exclusion from Geneva in 1538.
(continued on next page)
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