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AWAITING OUR NEW PSALTER

Most of our readers are aware that Synod’s Psalter
Revision Committee has been working fast and furiously to
produce a revised edition of the Psalter that will make the use
of the Psalms all the more meaningful in our worship. The
painstaking hours of preparation are nearing the final stages
as music is now going in to the printer to be set. Yet to come
are the tortures of proof-reading and the final printing, but
the committee is anxious that the new book will be on the
market by the summer of 1973.

What have the reactions to this work been so far?
Certainly there has been considerable interest stimulated as
committee members from across the church have taken back
to their home congregation some of the vision for this new
Psalter. The valuable opportunity to have trial portions of
the proposed new words and tunes has whet the appetite of
many. A few have been highly critical over such matters as
the inclusion of chants and the use of modern language
selections. But by and large the denomination appears to be
looking with great anticipation toward having such a book of
praise.

Just recently I had the privilege to attend a meeting of
the Psalter Revision Committee. While there to offer
technical details on printing and distribution, I naturally had
time to observe the way this group works. I am prepared to
say that we have every reason to hope for the best Psalter yet.
The musical and theological precision that have been
devoted to the new metrical Book of Psalms are unmatched
anywhere.

What T am saying is that it is high time that we as a
Covenanter Church begin to be proud of what God is doing
through us to advance Biblical praise. None of us is going to
like every feature of the new Psalter. If we go at things with a
critical eye we can find all kinds of minor technical ob-
jections — ninety-nine per cent of which are simply matters
of taste. What I hope is that for once we can rally around
what is really a project of great merit. If we are desirous to
see that the Psalms have a real impact on the spiritual life of
Christian America, now is our chance. Every effort is being
expended to make this the best-looking, most theologically
accurate, and musically acceptable Psalter that has vet been
produced. If anyone could imagine the hours already put in,
they should be able to see that every conceivable con-
sideration has been weighed and acted upon accordingly.
Under the meticulous eye of Charles McBurney, the most
minute details have been carefully worked out.

Now it is up to us to do our part to make the Psalms
more widely known to the whole Church of Christ. This is
too great a treasure for us to hide away in our pews alone.
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Let’s be positive and realize that we have God’s Word in our
praise and we need not think for one minute that if we spread
it abroad that it will return void.

Even though the new Psalter is not out yet, there are
some specific things that you as a2 Reformed Presbyterian
committed to Psalmody can be doing:

1) Pray for the Committee as they make final
decisions on translations, tunes, and publishing
arrangements.

2) Ask God to create or at least increase
enthusiasm in your own life to receive joyiully the
added benefits this new Psalter will provide.

3) Ask God to keep vou from idle, vain
criticism. Seek to approach the new Psalter critically
only in a sense that will be genuinely beneficial to
the body of Christ.

4) Begin to make plans to place the Psalter in
your congregation as soon as possible, so that all our
churches will experience a unity of praise. (As
annual budgets are being planned, we urge deacons
to take note.)

5) Pray for the Spirit to help older
Covenanters who may have some difficulty adjusting
to certain changes in their praise.

6) Begin to talk up the new Psalter to
Christian friends outside the denomination. Con-
sider the advisability of purchasing gift copies for
their use.

“‘Let us sing Psalms to Him with grace; with shouts
let us rejoice.”’
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L ditor women’s hair {whatever the

In reading Mr. Gary prevailing culture’s styles for
North’s article concerning women may dictate.)!”” Tt
woman’s head covering, [ was would seem from this
somewhat amused at  a statement that the appearance
seemingly, incongruent of the man who is to be the
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remark. After establishing that
the Scripture teaches man’s
authority over woman and
saying that a woman should
take ‘‘no position of authority
over men,”’ he goes on to say,
“*But a man must never let his
hair grow longer than

authority figure is at the mercy
of the dictate of women’s
styles. Is this what the author
calls raintaining ‘‘his God-
given right of authority over
wornen’’?
Donald Piper
Nicosia, Cyprus
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New Tapes

Now available . cassette tapes from THE REFORMED CON-
FERENCE ON CHRISTIAN LIVING held on March 24 and 25, 1972
at the First Reformed Presbyterian Church, Beaver Falls, Pa.

Tape No. 1
Dr. John Sandersen, RPES
**The Sovereignty of God — Implications for Witnessing to the
Lost™
Tape No. 2
Prof. John Frame, OPC
"*The Sovereignty of God — What is Holiness?”’
Tape No. 3
Rev James Carson, RPC
"*The Sovereignty of God ——Impllcanons for Christian Living as
Seen in the Book of Revelation”’
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Costs:
each tape $3.50 :
kY set of all three tapes 510.00 A

Postpaid anywhere in USA.

Please send vour order with check or money order made payable to:
Alan Wissner
125 Watkins Avenue
Pittsburgh. Pa. 15202
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