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PRAISE OF PSALMS
“The Psalter is a little Bible,” said Martin Luther.
Athanasius called the Psalms, “An epitome of the whole
Scriptures.”
Matthew Henry said, “In the book of Psalms there is so
much of Christ and His Gospel, as well as of God and His
law, that it has been called the abstract, or summary of
both Testaments.”
Clark, the commentator, declared, “I know nothing like
the book of Psalms. It contains all the lengths, breadths,
depths, and heights of the Patriarchal, Mosaic, and
Christian dispensations.”
Lamartine said, “David is the psalmist for eternity.”
John Calvin declared, “I have been accustomed to call the
book of Psalms, (not inappropriately I think) the anatomy
of the soul; for there is not an emotion of which we may be
conscious, that is not represented in the Psalms as in a
mirror, or rather the Holy Spirit has there drawn to life, all
the griefs, sorrows, fears, doubts, hopes, and perplexities,
and in short, all the perplexing emotions with which the
minds of men are wont to be agitated.”
“Of all parts of the Bible, there is most to illustrate the
human heart in the Psalms. All that is in the heart of man
is there in one way or another.”
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WE HOLD THE FOLLOWING TO BE TRUTHS OF SCRIPTURE:

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the only in-
fallible rule of faith and conduect.

The Trinitarian conception of the Godhead.

Faith in Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation.

Salvationn by Grace.

Assurance of salvation as a possible Christian experience.

The Gospel Call and Election.

The Holy Spirit as the Author of regeneration.

Sanctification through the cooperating agency of the Holy Spirit.

The fact of death and hell as the destiny of the lost and heaven
as the destiny of the saved.

That the Church of Jesus Christ consists of all those who believe
in Him together with their children.

The Divine Right of the Presbyterian form of Church Government.

The Lord Jesus Christ as the only King and Head of His Church.

That terms of membership or communion are essential to the
welfare of the Church.
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The duty which rests upon officers to maintain discimdine and
preserve the purity of the Church.

Spiritual worship as a divine requirement mediated throigh the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The exclusive use of the Psalms in the worship of the (hurch.

The Protestant interpretation of the Sacraments.

The divine right of the institution of Marriage and that it is not
to be dissolved except by adultery or ‘irremediable’” desertion.

The Sabbath as a day sacred to rest and worship.

The duty of nations and their civil rulers to honor Christ as
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

That Christian citizens are under obligation to ohey lawful au-
thority.

The right and duty of the Christian citizen to dissent from all
governmental and national disobedience to the Law of God.

That the Covenants of the past are still binding.

From “The Communicant's Class” by J. B Tweed
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“Take It And Read It!”

Bruce F. Hunt

Dr. Samuel A. Moffett was one of the great pioneer
missionaries in Korea. He used to tell of an early ex-
perience in Pyengyang, the old capital city (now in North
Korea) that came to be known as the “Jerusalem of
Korea.” Dr. Moffett was one of the first westerners the
people of the city had seen at close range. His blond hair
and blue eyes attracted large crowds of curious spectators.
Speaking with the Bible in his hand and using what must
have been a very halting and broken Korean, Dr. Moffett
would tell the multitude what God had said.

“But,” asked one of the crowd, “how do you know
it's the word of God?”

“Take it and read it!” was Dr. Moffeit’s reply; and he
gave the man a Scripture portion.

The man did take it and read it that night. Next day
he returned to hear the preaching, and then went back to
“read it” some more. Eventually this man became a
Christian and was one of the seven men who were first
ordained to the ministry of the Korean Presbyterian
Church.

The man had asked, “How do you know it’s the word
of God?” and Dr. Moffett had answered simply, “Take it
and read it!" But both men were talking about the same
thing, that book in Dr. Moffett’s hand—the Bible, the Holy
Scriptures, the written Word of God.

I don’t know whether Dr. Moffett had been trying to
show the universal truthfulness, the reasonableness, or the
practicalness of what he was saying. From the man’s
question we do know one thing—the missionary had
stated very clearly that what he was saying was in the
Bible, and that what was written in the Bible was God’s
Word. He was doing what the Lord told Ezekiel to do:
“Say unto them, ‘Thus saith the Lord God.””

I don't know either whether Dr. Moffett had mixed-
script Korean Bible containing many Chinese characters
known only to the intelligentsia, or one in the simple
Korean script that was still largely unknown at that time to
most Koreans. But, whether it was pure Chinese
ideographs, simple Korean alphabet, or in English, Latin,
or the original Greek and Hebrew, his words were sound:
“Take it and read it!"

To follow Dr. Moffett’s instructions might have
required the man to learn to read, as many people all over
the world—including our own children—have had to do.
It is still sound advice. David Fountain, in his little book
The Mayftower Pilgrims and Their Pastor, quotes John
Robinson the pastor as saying, “If a man should find the
book of the Holy Scriptures in the highway, or hidden
under a stone, yet he were bound to learn, receive, believe
and obey them and every part of them.”

Missionaries all over the world are constantly trying
to get the Bible translated into languages familiar to the
people, and have spent countless hours helping people to
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read God’s Word. But "the authority of the Holy Scrip-
tures for which it ought to be believed and obeyed”—and
the reason why Dr. Moffett and others like him have said,
“Take it and read it!"—does not depend on the particular
tongue in which it is printed or even man's understanding
of it. It depends not on the testimony of any church, “but
wholly upon God (who is truth itself) the author thereof;
and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of
God” (Westminster Confession, I, 4).

People may be moved and induced, by the
testimony, erudition and scholarship of whatever church
brings them the Bible, to a high and reverent esteem of the
Holy Scriptures. Théy may be greatly influenced by the
heavenliness and spirituality of its contents, the efficacy
and practicality of its teaching, the culturally enriching,
literary, and majestic style of its writing. The unity and
consent of all the parts, the grand scope of the whole,
revealing and pointing to God, to the glory of his grace
and the plan of salvation set forth, the incomparable
excellencies and the entire perfection of the whole, are all
evidences that the Scriptures are indeed the Word of God.
But, as Christians of an earlier age pointed out, “our full
persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine
authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy
Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts”
(I, 5, emphases added).

God has spoken,” Moses said; “God spake all these
words.” To Ezekiel, God said, “Thou shalt say unto them,
‘Thus saith the Lord God,” whether they will hear or
whether they will forbear”; and added, “Thou shalt speak
my words.” Ezekiel is to declare that God has spoken even
before he reveals the contents of God's speech; he is told
to declare the authority of the words even before giving
the .message.

The Scriptures do not become God's Word just
because people hear them or understand them. God's
Word, even when man tries to isolate it, or sticks it away
in his bookcase, or leaves it untranslated in an unin-
telligible language, is still God's Word. Because it is God's
Word, it is authoritative—whatever the people's reaction
to it.

Yes, “take it and read it!” Get it out of isolation.
Take it our of the bookcase. Have it translated into the
language of the people. But let us never forget it is God’s
Word even when man tries to isolate it, seeks to twist its
meaning, says it is irrelevant for our day, and not un-
derstandable or intelligible.

Take it out of the bookcase, off the table, out from
under our arms. Let us indeed “search the Scriptures.”
Let us “read in the book in the law of God distinctly (or
“with interpretation.”), and give the sense, and cause
people to understand the meaning.” Let us see that every
person hears and can read the Word in his own language.
For our God has spoken, and the Bible is God's Word.
And He has commanded us to say to all, “Thus saith the
Lord"—whether they hear or refuse.

Yes, “take it and read it"—and "blessed is he that
readeth”

The Presbyterian Guardian

3



Glimpses of the Religious World

Rev. L. E. Kilpatrick, D. D,
207 Darlington Road

Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania 15010

TOTAL LIFE DIPLOMACY

When Mao Tse Tung said years ago that music,
athletics, all culture in China must be Communist and a
part of the world revolution, there were those who
thought he was merely being dramatic, and perhaps using
extravagant language to get publicity. With the ping pong
exchanges now in progress, something of what he meant is
becoming evident. Now EP reports that the Rev. Carl
Mclntire is arranging to bring Nationalist Chinese ping
pong players to this country from Taiwan. He said
requests to join the 32-city tour were pouring in as Chinese
seek to participate in the contests, which, the Bible
Presbyterian minister says will “"have the nature of a
revival.”

The latest Gallup Poll shows that 45 per cent of
1,502 Americans questioned said Communist China
should be admitted to the United Nations. Opposed to
admission were 38 per cent, 17 per cent undecided.
Gallup's first poll in 1950 found only 11 per cent in favor.
(How accurate a reflection this is of the thinking of the
people of the country, of course, depends in part on the
integrity of the sampling.) In the meantime, Congressman
Walter Judd, former Lutheran missionary to China,
continues with the Committee of One Million Against
Admission of Red China to the United Nations, to seek to
block such a move, by keeping the U.S.A. from con-
senting. Also, Mr. Judd is strongly against the opening of
trade relations between the U.S.A. and Red China.

These decisions, while under the wise providence of
our Sovereign God, are matters for the concern of the
State. However, whatever may be the outcome of such
things, the Church of Jesus Christ must seek every op-
portunity to bring the Gospel to that great people. The
Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church proceeded
with its plan and hope to reestablish a ministry to the
Chinese, by approving the sending of Dr. and Mrs. Sam
Boyle to Japan for one year, who are then to proceed to
Taiwan till 1975, under the present appointment. The
production of literature by the Reformation Translation
Fellowship, of which Dr. Boyle is also a part—President of
the Board of Directors, in fact, goes steadily forward. Pray
the Lord of the harvest, that He may raise up Chinese men
to translate, to study, to prepare, that the white harvest
fields may be entered in force in God’s time.

COMMUNICATION

Communication has become a speciality, and if one
speaks of communication he must drop the name of
Marshall McLuhan. Just why, I haven't been able to
determine, for as Calvin D. Linton says in Christianity
Today, “It is uncommonly difficult to determine precisely
what he has said.” Communication is a touchy field for
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specializing in, for one paints himself into a corner where
he cannot with good grace complain, “I was misun-
derstood,” which seems to be a favorite escape hatch for
the rest of us.

Yes, we're in Synod this week. But, contrary to the
quip reportedly going around: “He was a pastor before he
went into communications,” I have found communication
remarkably good. It’s far from perfect, but one finds two-
sided honest, earnest endeavor. That helps in un-
derstanding.

Linion, expecially concerning religious writing,
stresses “The centrality of words, as part of our nature, not
just as a tool society has in the past found fairly useful.”
Also he says that “only the truly literate person can write
effectively, for his effectiveness is dependent more on
form than on content.” (Linton is professor of English
literature in the George Washington University.)

Only within the revelation of God, which is
primarily verbal, and which has a pleasing form, can
Christians and the Christian Church, express the won-
derful freedom that is ours. So, while Synod is not always a
pleasant experience, it can be a fruitful and sanctifying
experience.

ASSEMBLIES, CONVENTIONS, SYNODS, AND SUCH
LIKE

The United Presbyterian General Assembly got
through this year's meeting with somewhat less jolting
controversy than last year. They met and overcame the
pressure to drop out of the Consultation on Church Union
(COCU), and managed to continue the program to
consider the plan of union with the southern Presbyterian
Church by delaying it not four years, but by one year only
(to the 1973 Assembly). The grant of $10,000 from the
denomination’s Emergency Fund for Legal Aid, to the
Angela Davis Defense Fund, came under fire, but the
Assembly managed only “to question the propriety” of
such a grant. (In Los Angeles, six black United
Presbyterian ministers have announced that they will
repay to the fund of the denomination, the $10,000—a
gesture that is an indication of the difficulties of buying
racial favor with money.) Miss Davis is being charged with
complicity in the deaths of four persons in a courthouse
gun battle. Mrs. Lois Stair was the first woman moderator
in the denomination,

Southern Baptists, who last year recalled a com-
mentary on Genesis and Exodus because of its liberalism,
also managed a quieter convention, giving attention to an
expanded stewardship program, heard appreciatively a
folk-rock musical group, and dealt with an abortion
resolution, giving approval in cases where “rape, incest,

see page 7
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News From Qur Mission Fields

Tarumi, Kobe
June 14,1871

Dear Friends,

This is my first opportunity to greet you via the
Witness since my return to Japan in early March, after a
leave of almost a full year. The Lord has been gracious
and it is good to be back in Japan again. I very much
appreciate your prayers during the past year and hope you
are continuing to pray, as I slowly adjust to the work, for
complete healing.

It is hard to realize that summer is upon us (we are
having it rather cool now with the rainy season) but Carol
Spear is already home for the summer. It seems very
natural to have her with us again; so, it is hard to believe it
has been two years since she left us. In a field that takes at
least the first term to bring us foreigners to the point of
beginning to understand the thinking and ways of the
people here in Japan, it is very unique to have one who
could come out and fit in for the summer to help as she did
before she left for the States. We appreciate your kindness
to Carol and her family in raising a fund to send her home
for the summer,

Just last week we were privileged to have another of
the mission family return to Kobe. Scott Boyle was able to
get three days leave from his ship down in Sasebo, Japan,
to fly up to Kobe. He was able to visit several of the places
he had known here some 18 years ago when he was still a
student. He missed by just a couple of months seeing his
old home on Ichinotani, for it was torn down and replaced
just recently with a very lovely house. It would have been
nice if the Boyles could have been here during his visit,
too.

We would like to remind you to pray for our
vacation Bible Schools which will come during the month
of August. We had 25 children for Sabbath School
yesterday here in Tarumi so there is a large number of
children in the area to be reached. We know that we
cannot make an impression on their lives unless the Holy
Spirit works. The Higashi Suma Church is the only one to
have set the dates for VBS; they will have theirs during the
first week of August.

The young people have had some planning sessions
for the young people’s conference which is to be held,
August 17, 18, and 19, on Awaji Island. This is the first
time they are having more than a two-day conference and
we hope it will be an extended blessing to them. Pray that
many will be able to get three days off from work so they
can attend full time, and that the conference will be all
that they hope for—and more.

We are looking forward to the coming of the Boyles
the first of September. Please remember to pray for them
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from now as there is much to be finished up before
leaving, as well as many decisions to be made.

A couple of weeks ago we had a Moody film
evangelistic meeting here in Tarumi. We were glad for the
number of children who came but were sorry so few adults
found the time to come. Higashi Suma Church is having
evangelistic services on October 8 and 9, with a Mrs.
Masuda, a prisoner in Russia following the war, speaking
during the day to a women’s meeting and in the evening of
the 8th to the general meeting. Mr. Boyle is-to have the
service on the 9th. They have been praying and planning
for this for some time and would appreciate your prayers,
also.

Thank you for your continued interest and prayers
for the work.

Sincerely in Christ,
Eleanor R. Faris

Synod. .from page 6

of spiritual decline and apostasy, punishment, and crying
to God for deliverance. God in His mercy raised up
leaders who delivered them and led them back to God.
The body of his address dealt largely with the revival of
the Reformation and subsequent times, which follow this
same pattern. One important thought he stressed was that
John Calvin was a preacher, a teacher, and a theologian of
the Holy Spirit. There was much prayer in the days of the
Reformation. The speaker recounted the cycles of decline
and revival in the Church, stressing the fact that prayer
played a very important part in the great revivals. Men
were equipped by the power of the Holy Spirit to plead
with God to manifest Himself through the Holy Spirit
bringing men to repentance and faith in Christ,

I personally felt that there was one thing lacking in
the address, the importance of the preaching of the Word
of God as the instrument of the Holy Spirit in these
awakenings. Possibly this explains why Dr. Lovelace
remains in the United Presbyterian Church of the USA.
He closed challenging us to give ourselves to this kind of
prayer and protesting.

The evening was brought to a fitting close as we sang
Psalm 93.

“Thy testimonies all

In faithfulness excel;
And holiness, forever, Lord,
Thine house becometh well.”

The benediction was pronounced by Dr. David
Carson.



142nd Meeting Of Synod

SATURDAY AND SABBATH
June 12 13 1971

Rev. Philip W. Martin
Minister in Montclair, New Jersey R. P. Church

“Q praise the Lord, for He is good;
His mercies still endure;
Thus say the ransomed of the Lord,
From all their foes secure.”

With these ever-fresh words from Psalm 107 Rev, M.
W. Martin gave the call to worship to all who had gathered
in the chapel of Geneva College for the opening session of
the One Hundred Forty-second Synod of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of North America. We always look
forward to Synod’s singing; this year it was under the
precentorship of Rev. D. Raymond McCracken of
Walnut, California, who did an admirable job. Following
the singing of the first four stanzas of Psalm 107, Rev. Mr.
Martin led in the invocation. Psalm 34, stanzas 1-3, was
sung, Isaiah 42:1-12 was read, after which Dr. Kermit S.
Edgar led in the evening prayer.

After singing Psalm 119, part 13, the moderator of
the 1970 Synod, Rev. John O. Edgar, D.D., brought the
Bible-centered sermon from Isaiah 42:1-2. His thesis was
that the Covenanter Church is as a bruised reed which
Christ will not break; but He will raise it up to a strong
witness in this confused and sinful generation. His sermon
has appeared in the Covenanter Witness.

Following the sermon, Dr. Edgar led in prayer and
constituted the Court. The Clerk, Rev. Bruce C. Stewart,
made up the roll. A letter was read from Rev. Cloyd E,
Caskey, pastor of the Olathe, Kansas, congregation ex-
pressing his gratitude to the members of Synod for their
interest and prayers and praising our gracious God for
giving healing and strength. Praise be to our God that He
has given such a recovery to this servant of our Savior.

Much interest is always manifested in the in-
troduction of the new members of the Court. Rev. James
Wright, ordained and installed pastor of the Orlando,
Florida, congregation in December 1970, son of Elder and
Mrs. R. Paul Wright, of Kansas City, was introduced by
Rev. Raymond P Joseph, clerk of the Ohio-Illinois
Presbytery. Rev. Paul M. Martin, ordained and installed
pastor of the Allegheny congregation, was introduced by
his father, Rev. Philip W. Martin. Rev. Dean Smith, or-
dained and installed pastor of the College Hill
congregation, May 5, 1971, was introduced by the clerk of
the Pittsburgh Presbytery, Rev. Kermit 5. Edgar, D.D.
Two ruling elders were also introduced to the Court as
members for the first time: Mr. John Bayliss, elder
delegate from Clarinda, Iowa, by his pastor, Rev. Herbert
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A. Hays, D.D.; and Mr. Harold McCrory, elder delegate
from Denison, Kansas, by his pastor, Rev. Kenneth A.
McBurney.

After a strange bit of parliamentary maneuvering,
nominations and withdrawals of nominations, Rev. Kermit
S. Edgar, D.D., pastor of the New Alexandria
congregation, was elected moderator without opposition.
Rev. Bruce C. Stewart, of Los Angeles, and Rev. Donald
Weilersbacher, of San Diego, our efficient Clerk and
Assistant Clerk respectively, were re-elected. The Clerk’s
report was read and adopted.

Synod appropriately paused in memory of the elders
and ministers’ wives who had gone home since the last
meeting of Synod: James Hartin, Broomall; James
Renwick Lee, Clarinda; Samuel R. Marshall, Los Angeles;
Mel Means, Phoenix; Robert W, Spear, Greeley; and
Robert Gross, San Diego; and the ministers’ wives, Mrs.
Samuel E. Greer and Mrs. Robert W. Piper. Rev. Paul D.
McCracken, D.D. led us to the Throne of Grace in the
Memorial prayer.

After the presentation of papers and an-
nouncements, the Court was adjourned in prayer led by
Rev. Bruce C. Stewart.

The Sabbath morning worship services of the
Covenanter churches in Western Pennsylvania were
joined by members of the 1971 Synod. The Four-Mile
congregation had the privilege of worshiping in their
newly renovated sanctuary for the first time.

Sabbath evening the Geneva College chapel was
filled to capacity. Synod’s moderator, Rev. Kermit S.
Edgar, D.D., presided and Rev. Raymond McCracken led
the congregation in the soul-stirring praise in song. Rev.
James Pennington, missionary to Japan, read the Scripture
— selected passages from Judges 6. Rev. David M. Carson,
Ph.D., of Geneva College,, led in the evening prayer and
introduced the special speaker of the evening, Dr. Richard
F. Lovelace, professor of church history, Gordon-Conwell
Divinity School. His theme was “The Renewal or Spiritual
Revival of the Christian Church.” This was not a sermon in
the sense that the minister opens the Word of God and
feeds the flock, but rather it was a lecture in church
history with some practical applications to the church
today. In this light, it was a moving address. Dr. Lovelace
spoke of the cycles of history recorded in the Judges:
periods of spiritual revival or renewal followed by periods

see page 5
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Thursday In Synod

Rev. Robert McCracken
Pastor of Marion, Iowa R. P. Church

Thursday was one of Synod’s longer days, beginning
at 8:45 a.m. and continuing until 10:00 p.m. It was another
day of vigorous debate and considerable difference of
opinion yet the spirit of brotherly love and of sincere
investigation after God’s will was clearly evident.

The day began with an intensely interesting message
on the subject: “The Dissension Over Abortion” by Dr.
Robert B. Tweed. His remarks are to be published in the
Covenanter Witness, so I will not comment on them here,
but we all felt enlightened, and motivated to become
better informed on this live contemporary issue.

Some fairly routine matters came before us during
the morning, such as the report on the Overture that was
sent down to the sessions from last Synod, dealing with
approving minutes at the same meeting in which they are
taken. The proposal was approved unanimously. Also, the
time and place of the next meeting of Synod was set for
Sterling College - June 10-17, 1972. One delegate asked if
the accommodations were air-conditioned (a necessary
requirement for Synod’s heated debates) and he was
assured they were.

One of the major discussions of the day centered
around the revised paper concerning “Seeking a Response
to the Word when it is Preached.” A big question in this
discussion concerned what is termed the “altar cail.”
Synod seems to agree that this “method” as commonly
used violates several Scriptural principles. However, the
Evangelism Committee stressed that calling for response
was necessary when the Word is preached. The following
two items which were passed, indicate some of the
conclusions reached. Item No. 2 "That the response we
seek to Gospel preaching is faith in Jesus Christ and
repentance unto life.” Item No. 3 “That in our endeavor
to see public confession of response to the gospel, we
employ only those methods which are prescribed in
Scripture.” The report was not completed because of the

arrival of lunch time.
In the afternoon, the fraternal delegates of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, Rev.
Charles Holiday was heard. Then we returned to the
discussion of the question of the Scriptural Teaching on
Alcohol and Tobacco. There was an attempt to present a
compromise position on the question, similar to that held
in the Irish Church, wherein total abstinence is not made
a term of membership or communion, but nevertheless
the church does have a strong testimony and teaching
ministry for total abstinence. However, the Synod

rejected this proposal.

In the process of debate, amendments, counter-
amendments, questions of church law, and the calling for
the previous questions, all produced considerable con-
fusion, and the Chairman of the Committee moved that
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the rest of the recommendations of the report be referred
back to the Committee for study to be reported next year.
This passed, and the Committee is to be increased by two
members.

At the evening session, the report was given on
Geneva College. We were pleased to hear that the college
has received a reaffirmation of accreditation, with very
high commendation. The President of the College, Dr.
Clarke, reported the many blessings of God during the
year, but indicated that Geneva, as is true of most private
colleges, is facing difficult financial pressures.

Speaking of financtal pressures, the Coordinating
Committee brought in a budget of $258,748.00. Synod
hesitated, but then did approve this full amount trusting
that God will bless the work of our boards, commitiees,
and congregations with fruitfulness in lives which will help
us raise this amount.

Synod voted to place a limit on aid-receiving
congregations noting that beginning in 1973, the aid will
be reduced 20 per cent each year, and after five years it
will end.

The last report considered was from the Witness
Committee. The question was raised as to the relationship
of the church to The Christian Government Movement.
Time for adjournment came and this report was not
completed.

John Tweed adjourned the court in prayer.

ASEARCHFOR GOD
Myra A. Hart

Can a man stand with feet on fresh green sod
And not feel some way lifted close to God?
Can he see the yearly miracle of blossoming trees
And still not see his God as part of these?
How can he view the thousand eyes of night
And not see God shine through those orbs of light?
If, with these things he still is not God-wise
There yet remains love-light in baby eyes!

Glimpses. from page 4

clear evidence of fetal deformity, and carefully ascer-
tained evidence of the likelihood of damage to the
emotional, mental, and physical health of the mother,”
were involved. An amendment to eliminate the last
ground from the resolution failed.

The Church of Scotland, meeting in Edinburgh,
started proceedings to replace the Westminster Con-
fession and heard one of her professors encourage closer
relations with the Episcopalians, supported the WCC in ity
grants to anti-racist groups, but refused to dispose of
church holdings in South Africa.



Ashamed ... Of The Tents Of Shem?

ByJ. G. Vos, Th. M.

Some who still sing the Psalms nevertheless try to
avoid the distinctive features of the Psalms, and to deal
with the Psalms in such a way that their differences from
hymns of merely human composition are minimized. This
wrong attitude toward the Psalms, if not checked by an
intelligent appreciation of their real character and value,
will ultimately lead (as it already has led in several
denominations) to the abandonment of the Psalter as the
book of praise. It is hoped that the present article may be
used of the Holy Spirit to help some who dislike the
Psalms, or who use them merely because of custom or
tradition, to love the Psalms and to see them as part and
parcel of the Biblical system of religion.

“God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the
tents of Shem " —Genesis 9:27.

The German scholar Delitzsch remarked that we are
all Japhethites dwelling in the tents of Shem. The
prophecy uttered by Noah was that God would enlarge
Japheth and Japheth would dwell in the tents of Shem. In
the Hebrew idiom, to dwell in the tents of someone means
to be the inheritor of that person’s wealth and estate.

Noah's prophecy concerns the broad lines of the
future development of the various branches of the human
race. God would enlarge Japheth. Japheth was the an-
cestor of the Indo-European peoples, tc which we
ourselves belong. It is a fact of history that for the last
2500 vyears the Indo-European peoples have been
dominant in world affairs, not only in material and
scientific progress, but also in political control of the
major part of the civilized world. This dominance is today
challenged by other peoples of the world, but it has not yet
been completely overthrown. However, it is not this
aspect of Noah’s prophecy which particularly concerns us
in the present article. We are now concerned especially
with the prediction that Japheth should dwell in the tents
of Shem.

It is particularly in the matter of religion that the
Christian people of Europe and America dwell in the tents
of Shem. Our religion is an inheritance from the
descendants of Shem. It has come down to us, in the
providence of God, from Semitic sources.

Some people do not like this idea. In Nazi Germany
before World War II there was a violent revolt against it,
The so-called “German Christians” attempted to purge
Christianity and the Church from Jewish influences and
traditions. Some Germans went even farther than this, and
brazenly returned to the idolatrous nature-worship of their
pagan ancestors—the old German gods of storm and
forest and mountain. But the old gods did not help them,
and pagan Nazi Germany went down to dismal defeat.

8

It is still true that Christians of Europe and America
dwell in the tents of Shem. Our religious heritage has
come to us from the children of Israel, the children of
Shem. Qur very Christ was a Jew. Our Bible was written
almost entirely by Israelites. Our religious thought-forms,
vocabulary, sacraments, worship, church-government, all
have come to us, humanly speaking, from Israel.

It is important to realize that this is not an accident;
it is the intended purpose of God. God intended that the
true, saving religion of Christianity should be given to the
world through a Semitic, Israelitish channel. He purposed
that Japheth should dwell in the tents of Shem. Our
religion is not indigenous in our race. We Christians of the
Indo-European race have a religion which came from a
different source. We can never go back to the old gods of
our ancestors. We have known the truth; the true light has
dawned upon us. Tt is the light from God, but it has come
to us through the channel of Israel.

Since this has been the plan and purpose of God, we
should not despise it nor should we rebel against it. We
might prefer that the Saviour of the world had been a
Greek or a Roman, of the same race as ourselves. But God
did not purpose it so. The proverb says that beggars
cannot be choosers, and our position before God is that of
beggars. We are thankful to have Christ as our Saviour,
and since it pleased the sovereign God to bring His Son
into the world through the seed of Abraham, we can only
thank and praise Him for it.

What does all this imply? It certainly implies, at any
rate, that we should not seek to escape or evade those
features of our religion which bear the label of Shem, We
should not object to what bears the stamp of Israelitish
origin. To do so is to rebel against the wisdom and
goodness of God. God chose that the sons of Japheth, in
the matter of religion, should dwell in the tents of Shem.
We should respond: “Even so, Father, for so it seemed
good in thy sight.”

There are many today who are tired of singing the
Bible Psalms in the worship of God. This has various
reasons, no doubt. Some are tired of singing the Psalms
because they are not willing to bear the cross of being
different from the big, popular churches. The other
churches sing popular hymns, and the Psalms seem to be
not only different, but peculiar and old-fashioned,

Some object to the Psalms because they do not like
the theology of the Psalms, with its emphasis on the
righteousness and justice of God, and His destruction of
His enemies.

Some object to the Psalms because they do not like
the Jewish flavor and coloring of the Psalms—the names
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of people and places, the references to the history of the
children of Israel, the Hebrew flavor of the language.

These objections to the Psalms all have one thing in
common. No matter what the objection, it arises from a
lack of real sympathy with and appreciation of the religion
of the Bible. Those who object to the Psalms do not want
to dwell in the tents of Shem. They do not like the form
and pattern and structure of the religion which God has
given to the world; they prefer something new and dif-
ferent, made by themselves. So they “heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears” and “turn away their ears
from the truth unto fables” (II Timothy 4:3,4).

We shall now consider some common wrong tend-
encies in the use of the Psalms.

1. Avoidance of the Proper Names in the Psalms.

Zion occurs 38 times in the Psalter; Israel 62 times;
Ephraim 5 times; Melchizedek once. There are numerous
others: Oreb and Zeeb, Zeba and Zalmunna, Jacob,
Lebanon, Kadesh, Jordan, Hermon, Mizar, Tyre,
Shechem, Succoth, Gilead, Moab, Edom, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Tarshish, Sheba, Seba and so forth.

The objection is raised that these ancient persons
and places have no connection with us today. They are
just a lot of dusty history from two or three thousand years
ago. Why should we sing about Zeba and Zalmunna? It
sounds as if we were to sing about Hokus and Pokus, or
Dasher and Prancer, Donder and Blitzen. So runs the
objection. But wait. After all, do Zeba and Zalmunna
have nothing to do with us today? If we are attached to the
Biblical religion we will realize that they have a lot to do
with us today. Our religion did not drop to us out of the
sky directly from God. He gave it te us through history,
and that the history of Israel. The history of Israel was a
history of redemption by the almighty power of God; it
was a history of overcoming powerful enemies by the
almighty power of God. The enemies were real;
they were contemporary manifestations of Satan’s
kingdom. They were terribly real. But they were crushed
by the wonder-working power of almighty God, the
covenant God, Jehovah, the God of Israel. This was the
importance of Zeba and Zalmunna,

Our religion today, if it is Biblical Christianity, is a
religion of overcoming powerful enemies by the super-
natural, almighty power of God. We should always think,
when we read or sing about Zeba and Zalmunna, of how
salvation is not by our might, nor by our power, but by the
almighty power, the supernatural grace, of God.

Evil is not abstract, but concrete; it is identified with
particular persons. To destroy the evil, the persons must
be dealt with by God’s mighty power and righteous
judgment. Isaac Watts said he would make David talk like
a Christian. He denatured the Psalms, and he
sophisticated them. Watts quite failed to appreciate the
real beautv and glory of the Psalter. Since Watts' time,
some Psalm-singing denominations have shied away from
the proper names in the Psalter, and have tried to screen
many of them out of it. Zion is changed to “the church”,
and Jerusalem likewise; many of the others are omitted or
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smoothed over in some way. This yields us a denatured
Psalter. No wonder the next step is to give up the Psalms in
worship. They have already given up the real vigor and
beauty and power of the Psalms by omitting the proper
names.

Zion and Jerusalem are the tents of Shem, and it is
God’s plan for us to dwell in them. Shall we object to that?
Those who try to eliminate the proper names of the
Psalter show a lack of vital consciousness of the organic
connection of the Gospel with the Old Testament. They
fail to realize that the real meaning of these proper names,
as Zion, is intimately connected with the Biblical .doctrinc
of salvation by free grace. These proper names, and the
Psalms with them in, are to be used in the worship of God
to the end of the world. They are God’s record, God’s
monument, to the great work of redemption wrought out
in history of old. These proper names are not the shame
and weakness of the Psalms; they are the honor and the
glory of the Psalms.

Il. Avoidance of the "Imprecatory” Psalms.

Of the 150 Psalms in the Psalter, some six are
commonly classified as “imprecatory” Psalms—the 55th,
59th, 69th, 79th, 109th and 137th. Many other Psalms
contain “imprecatory” elements, namely, divinely inspired
prayers for the destruction of certain wicked men,
enemies of God.

The Psalter is constantly being reproached because
of the "imprecatory” Psalms. It is said that these Psalms
breathe a savage spirit, that they are alien to the “spirit of
Jesus,” that they are not suited to Christian devotion, and
so forth.

These objections spring partly from a misun-
derstanding of the Psalms themselves. The objectors often
regard them as mere human compositions. They see in
them simply David’s private wrath against his personal
enemies. But such is not the character of these Psalms.
They are divinely inspired and they are directed against
implacable enemies of God and of God's Kingdom.
They are so cited in the New Testament (Psalm 69:25 and
109:8 quoted in Acts 1:20). Nor are the “imprecatory”
Psalms really contrary to the “spirit of Jesus” or the
“spirit” of the New Testament. All that is found in them
can be matched by statements of the New Testament, and
none is more terrible than the words of Jesus Christ
against those permanently identified with Satan's
kingdom.

{To Be Continued)

To be kind and thoughtful in little things is one sure
way to know that we would meet the bigger challenge
were it within our power. It is not possible for all of vs to
make a great contribution to a worthy cause which has
caught the popular fancy. But it is possible for any of us to
be considerate and generous of spirit in our relations
within our little world of family and friends. Let us make
certain we do that

—Sclecred
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A Story for Y

A true story of a remarkable man.

Blind Gidada

Shut your eyes; then try to pull weeds in the garden.
How can you tell which plants are weeds and which are
vegetables? Blind Gidada learned to do it by touch; he
knew the “feel” of different plants.

Gidada was born around 1900 in the far-away land of
Ethiopia. He was the fourth child in the family and four
more brothers and sisters came after he did. The family
was poor.

When Gidada was four and one-half years old he
had smallpox. He was sick for six months during which
time one brother died, and they feared that Gidada would
not recover. He had worms (evidently maggots} all over
his body; consequently, his face and body were full of
deep sores. This sickness left him blind. He does not
remember ever having seen a thing, not even light.

When Gidada was seven years old his father died,
leaving his mother with eight children to feed. At the age
of twelve Gidada learned to make mats from rushes, The
following year he learned to weed the corn in the field by
touch.

After weeding for two years an abscess on his neck
forced him to bed for a whole year. How he longed to help
his mother during that year, to see, and to be someone!

As soon as he was able to walk he went to the witch
doctor who told him he could open his eyes. Gidada
followed the doctor’s 75-cent prescription to the letter. He
sacrificed two goats and four chickens under a certain
tree, burning part of the meat. Then he took a live
chicken, swung it around his head, and threw it alive into
the river. But still he did not get well.

In his weakened condition he could only help his
mother by begging in the market and from village to
village. Even this begging, which he did for four years, was
hindered by sores on his feet which kept him from walking
for three months at a time.

At seventeen he suffered from rheumatism which
crippled his legs, covered him with ulcers and made his
body itch. A poor, blind weakling, Gidada spent some
years in bed.
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And then came the Mission. As soon as Gidada
heard that he could get a handout there, he made his
painful way to the services. He estimates that he received
approximately two cents for every sermon he heard! He
came for over a year. Then one day the missionary asked
the beggars to tell about one of Christ’s miracles. Gidada
was the only one who was able to do it, and he told the
story of Christ feeding the five thousand so well, the
missionary was quite surprised. The missionary invited
him to live at the Mission to learn more about Christ. Step
by step he was led on until the “heavenly vision” filled his
soul.

One day the missionary asked him if he would be
interested in retelling Bible stories to his blind friends.
After he agreed to do this, his mother refused to cook for
him. Some time later he was teaching groups of 90 to 100 a
day.

Not until 1925 did he start to learn English and to
read the Bible in Braille. His rapid progress led the British
and Foreign Bible Society to prepare Bible portions in
Braille using the Ethiopic alphabet. It is reported that
Gidada mastered the 256 characters in this alphabet
within three days after a copy was given to him. Gidada
translated the stories of the Gospels into Galla, the
language of the area. Two years later he started to learn to
write on an American typewriter.

In 1935, the Italians invaded Ethiopia and forced all
missionaries out of the country. The missionaries were
sure that the work they had started would collapse,
because there was no one to carry it forward. However,
when a delegation returned to Ethiopia in 1948, they
discovered an independent Presbyterian Church of 15,000
scattered in and around Dembi Dollo. These Christians
were the work of Keis {a title similar to reverend) Gidada.
During the twelve years of Italian occupation he rode
from village to village on a mule, and when he came to a
cluster of houses, he stopped his mule, blew a whistte,
assembled a crowd, and told a story.

A missionary once said of him as he sat listening to
Bible truth, “His face was as if it had been the face of an
angel.”

A visitor from America once asked him: “Mr.
Gidada, to what do you attribute your success?”

Focusing his sightless eyes on the ceiling as if
looking directly into the face of God, Gidada thought for
a moment and then replied, “Well, I have no education, so
that cannot be the reason. I do have a gift for languages
and am able to translate from English into Galla,
Ambharic, or one of the other tribal languages. And I know
the Lord. I think that must be the real reason.”

Surely in Gidada we see the faithfulness of God’s
promise: “My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
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