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The Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of North America is called to meet in
Pro Renata Session on Thursday, August 13,
1970 at 6:45 p.m. in Olin Hall, Carleton
College, Northfield, Minnesota. This opening
session will include making up of the Roll,
introduction of delegates attending Synod for
the first time, election of officers, and the report of Synod's Clerk. It will adjourn at 7:45
p.m. The Retiring Moderator's Sermon will be
given at the opening session of the Conference
in Skinner Chapel at 8:00 p.m.
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The duty which rests upon officers to maintain discipline and
preserve the purity of the Church.
Spiritual worship as a divine requirement mediated through the
Lord Jesus Christ.
The exclusive use of the Psalms in the worship of the Church.
The Protestant interpretation of the Sacraments.
The divine right of the institution of Marriage and that it is not
to be dissolved except by adultery or "irremediable" desertion.
The Sabbath as a day sacred to rest and worship.
The duty of nations and their civil rulers to honor Christ as
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
That Christian citizens are under obligation to obey lawful authority.
The right and duty of the Christian citizen to dissent from all
governmental and national disobedience to the L a w of God.
That the Covenants of the past are still binding.
From "The Communicant's Class" by J. B. Tweed
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COMMUNION WITH GOD
by George Muller
It has pleased the Lord to teach m e a truth, the
benefit of which I have not lost for more than fourteen years. The point is this: I saw more clearly than
ever that the first great and primary business to
which I ought to attend every day was to have m y
soul happy in the Lord.

this, after a very few minutes m y soul has been led
to confession, or to thanksgiving, or to intercession,
or to supplication; so that, though I did not, as it
were, give myself to prayer, but to meditation, yet
it turned almost immediately more or less into
prayer.

The first thing to be concerned about was not
how m u c h I might serve the Lord; but h o w I might
get m y soul into a happy state, and h o w m y inner
man might be nourished.

W h e n thus I have been for a while making confession or intercession or supplication, or have
given thanks, I go on, into prayer for myself or
others, as the W o r d m a y lead to it, but still continually keeping before m e that food for m y o w n
soul is the object of m y meditation.

For I might seek to set the truth before the unconverted. I might seek to benefit believers. I might
seek to relieve the distressed. I might in other ways
seek to behave myself as it becomes a child of God
in this world; and yet, not being happy in the Lord,
and not being nourished and strengthened in m y
inner m a n day by day, all this might not be attended
to in the right spirit.
Before this time, my practice had been, at least
for ten years previously, as a habitual thing, to give
myself to prayer after having dressed myself in the
morning.
Now I saw that the most important thing I had
to do was to give myself to the reading of the Word
of God, and to meditate on it, that thus m y heart
might be comforted, encouraged, warmed, reproved,
instructed; and that thus, by means of the W o r d of
God, whilst meditating on it, m y heart might be
brought into experimental communion with the
Lord.
I began therefore to meditate on the New Testament from the beginning, early in the morning.
The first thing I did, after having asked in a few
words the Lord's blessing upon His precious Word,
was to begin to meditate on the Word of God, search
as it were into every verse to get a blessing out of it,
not for the sake of the public ministry of the Word,
not for the sake of preaching on what I had meditated upon, but for obtaining food for m y own soul.
The result I have found to be almost invariably
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The difference, then between m y former practice and m y present one is this: I rose, I began to
pray as soon as possible, and generally spent all
m y time till breakfast in prayer, or almost all the
time. At all events I almost invariably began with
prayer, except w h e n I felt m y soul to be more than
usually barren, in which case I read the Word of God
for food, or for refreshment, or for a revival and
renewal of m y inner m a n , before I gave myself to
prayer.
But what was the result? I often spent a quarter
of an hour, or half an hour, or even an hour, on m y
knees, before being conscious to myself of having
derived comfort, encouragement, humbling of soul,
etc., and often, after having suffered m u c h from
wandering of mind for the first ten minutes, or
a quarter of an hour, or even half an hour, I only
then began really to pray.
I scarcely ever suffer now in this way.
For m v heart being nourished by the truth, being
brought into experimental fellowship with God, I
speak to m y Heavenly Father and to m y Friend (vile
though I am, and unworthy of it) about the things
that H e has brought before m e in His precious Word.
It often n o w astonishes m e that I did not sooner
see this point.
Take the golden key. H e calleth thee.
ENTER INTO the holy place!
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Glimpses of the Religious World
Rev. L. E. Kilpatrick, D. D.
1031 E. Glenrosa Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85014

the Greek government has authorized the Evangelical church on the Island of Corfu to move its
John Alexander, IVCF General Director, often
meeting
place from one area of Kontokali to another
meets with this question from young people who
site in the same village.
have quit. EP reports five reasons which Mr. AlexThe Ministry for Cults and Education had preander gives for attending. 1. "to blend m y worship
viously refused to issue the permit, reportedly under
with those of other people in corporate worship of
pressure from Orthodox Church sources.
the Lord Jesus Christ. . the first test of a church
The Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, president of the
service is not, 'What did I get out of it?' but rather,
American Mission to Greeks, which had its head'What did the Lord get out of it?' 2. to receive something from the Lord, to be fed from Scripture, . . . quarters in Ridgefield, N. J., in commenting on the
3. to give at least some encouragement to brothers
authorization said it was to "the credit of the present
and sisters in Christ who also will be there. 4. I
Greek government."
receive encouragement (and other ministries) from
"ISLE OF TRANQUILITY"
other believers who are there. Moreover, it often has
So the Rev. Egbert Andrews describes Taiwan,
been m y privilege to assemble with people w h o m I
where the work of the Reformation Translation Felgenuinely enjoy seeing and being with. 5. There is
lowship is now centered, in charge of the Rev.
possibly yet another reason (although I have little
Charles Chao. Mr. Andrews is on the Board of the
evidence to prove it): m y attending a local church
RTF. He says: "The year 1969 will go down in
may be a silent witness to some of m y fellow citizens.
history as the year the astronauts landed on the
Rolf Veenstra, in Our Boys in Brown and Blue
moon. This triggered a rush of reservations for moon
(published by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids,
flights. May we suggest that you come first to this
Mich.), handles this question with reference to the
'Isle of Tranquility'? The contrast between condiministry of military chaplains, the best, in m y
tions on Taiwan and almost every other area of the
opinion, of any of the many Christian servicemen's
free world is that of a peaceful island standing out
booklets that I have seen, as he takes note of the
in
a sea of troubles. Pray for all in authority that we
fact that many chaplains preach a sadly watered
may continue to enjoy these peaceful conditio
down gospel.
Robert Viviano, a convert from the Roman
THE DEMOCRATIC WAY OF LIFE
Catholic Church where liturgy predominated in
Hendrik Hart, executive Director of the Associatheir worship, comments on the proposed liturgy for
tion for Reformed Scientific Studies, Toronto, has
the Christian Reformed Church, in Torch and
some penetrating things to say to us who rejoice in a
Trumpet. He is concerned that "but 15 minutes (are
freedom coveted by many other nations of the world.
allotted) for an exposition of the Word of God," and
"The democratic way of life — when it is consistentthinks such "a quickie sermon" "can only be favored
ly carried forward to its end and when its confession
by two groups: ministers who do not like to preach
is rigidly adhered to — in its ultimate consequences
and parishoners who do not like to be told that they
is, has to be, a road toward the death of society. A
are not living in accordance with the laws of God."
society which for its life, for the continuation of its
He reminds us that it was John Calvin who said that
existence, is founded on the democratic way of life
people should "go to sermon."
is a society that must ultimately disintegrate and
"I joyed when to the house of God
fall apart. For in such a society all truly basic issues,
Go up, they said to me."
all really vital concerns on which m e n are divided
must either be pushed to the private arena of the
GREEK EVANGELICAL CHURCH PERMITTED
church basement or the parlor bar, or they become
TO MOVE
subject to dictatorial excommunication by the group
Athens (EP) — Reversing an earlier decision,
See page 8

WHY GO TO CHURCH?
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News From Our Mission Field
Miss Orlena Lynn Writes:
Port P. O. Box 822
Kobe, Japan, 651-01
May 1970
Jim Pennington and Oreta Everett, our entire
Mission in Japan at the time, were at the Osaka
airport, from which I had departed six months
earlier, to meet m e w h e n I arrived back in Japan,
April 9. The next morning I was at work again as
usual in the Covenanter Book Room. Completed the
accounts and annual reports for the April meeting
of the book room Board of Directors, and then on
to book orders, importing of books, and preparation
for Bible classes.
April 25-26 w e had special evangelistic meetings
at Tarumi, with Mr. Yoshioka, president of the Reformed Seminary, as the speaker. His messages
were clear and easy to understand and spoke to the
hearts of those w h o came. A fine choir from the
Keiyaku Church sang Psalms. There was good help
in preparations in advance for the meetings, and
there was good response in attendance from all
three of our o w n church groups. Several nonChristians with w h o m there had been previous
contact came. W e would like to have seen more
new ones coming from the immediate neighborhood,
though.
W e have been grateful for the increased attendance and participation in the prayer meetings at
Higashi S u m a recently. The attendance has more
than doubled from what it was last year, which is
still not a great crowd by any means, but w e are
thankful that ones such as Mrs. Mino, Mrs.
Takihara, Mrs. Onishi, and Mrs. Yasumoto are
corning regularly each week. Others have come the
past few weeks, too.
There has also been increased attendance at the
women's meetings since the time of meeting has
been changed to Sabbath afternoon so that some w h o
are teachers or w h o work can also join us. The
women take turns leading the Bible study and there
is always m u c h discussion and sharing together of
thoughts and experiences.
M a y 17 was our communion, with the three
JULY 1, 1970
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groups meeting together. Mr. Pennington preached
the sermon and Mr. Masunaga had the table address
and the baptism. Three w o m e n were received into
the church at this time. Mrs. Kitaguchi, a school
nurse, m a d e her profession of faith in Christ and
was baptized and received into the church membership. She is praying that her husband and son might
also beheve and that together they might have a
Christian home. Mrs. Onishi has been coming to our
church for some years and has been regularly supporting the church financially the past two years.
She is a teacher of Japanese and taught our first
missionaries w h o came to Japan in 1950, the Boyles,
Miss Huston and Miss Adams, and also helped at
Ichinotani with our first V B S there, as well as
helping to interpret for the women's meetings the
first years of our mission in Japan. Mrs. Takatsu,
w h o is n o w 79, was baptized as a young girl but
later was away from the church. She started to
come to our church while living near Higashi S u m a
Church, but has since moved quite a distance away.
However, she continues to come the long distance
every week, having to transfer trains and walk to
get to the church. She is n o w very earnest in her
Christian faith.
Special sessions for the training of Sabbath
School teachers and also for help in preparation for
the teaching of Vacation Bible School will be held
the first three weeks of June. These are being taught
by Mr. Nitta w h o is an elder and a principal of a
very large grade school in Kobe. H e has more than
thirty years of teaching experience, has taught
Sabbath School in our church here for some years,
and each year has m u c h responsibility in planning
and preparation of materials for the Vacation Bible
School. W h e n he retires next year, he wants to
spend considerable time in preparation of materials
for use in teaching children in Sabbath School and
VBS. H e also has a desire to prepare a children's
psalter selection book of Psalms especially for teaching to the children.
The new Psalter in Japanese for which w e have
waited so long and which is very m u c h needed, has
not yet been printed. M u c h work has been done on
it by Mr. Masunaga, Mrs. Nitta, Mrs. Harada, and
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Mrs. Spear, w h o have put many, m a n y hours of
work into the preparation of this. It was in 1957 that
the first edition of the Japanese psalter was printed.
Since that time w e have used only the mimeographed
Psalms bound with a paper cover for our worship
services. Even of these, though, w e have no extra
for use in the homes O T for making available to
others. Please do pray that the psalter might soon
be printed.
Recently I sent out small booklets on "the True
God" to all the Shinto shrines, Buddhist temples, and
shops selling the Buddhist altars of worship in this
area. Plan to send several others at brief intervals. I
pray that at least some of these might be read.
Through His W o r d God can speak to the hearts of
those w h o do read.
In Japan today one notices m a n y n e w buildings
going up here and there, m a n y fine roads being
built, and the great progress of Japan in m a n y ways
as seen at the E X P O '70 in Osaka. O n e marvels at
the skill of the Japanese drivers w h o can go within
inches of cars at the speed they do, or at a slower
speed even within an inch, and still manage to miss
as m a n y as they do. In Japan there are people,
people, people — walking down the street, in the
grocery store, department store, market place, anywhere, everywhere. Houses are very close together.
From m y apartment above the book store within
two feet of the windows on one side is the wall of
a four-story building, and within three feet of the
windows on the other side is the wall of another
four-story building. W h e n the phone rings I'm not
always sure whether it is mine or one next door.

Mrs. Paul Wilson Writes:
Nicosia, Cyprus
June 6, 1970
Dear Friends:
After only four months in Cyprus, it has become
m y turn to write the newsletter. I arrived on Thursday, February 12, and by the next Tuesday I w a s
teaching some of Miss Ruth Reade's classes in the
American Academy so that she could concentrate
on final preparation for leaving on her furlough. I
taught one course on T H E A C T S to an enthusiastic
group of forty-two second prep students. Second prep
is the equivalent of seventh grade in America. W e
start each class with prayer and the singing of a
Psalm. The girls delight in learning the Psalms and
singing them at the top of their lungs. Another
course I taught was H A R M O N Y O F T H E G O S P E L S

6

People, people, people. In our beautiful port city
of Kobe alone w e have more than a million people.
O n e million, three hundred thousand individuals in
m a n y walks of life — office workers, train conductors, clerks, factory employees, doctors, teachers,
students, housewives, children. They have their
hopes and disappointments, their joys and sorrows,
and m a n y have trials and tribulations and burdened
hearts, as the people in any large city in the world.
Yet w e know that truly happy is he only whose
"hope is in the Lord." "Blessed is the m a n that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is." H o w
many, m a n y of these millions there are w h o are
"without Christ. . .having no hope, and without
God in the world." Real joy, too, is in the Lord only.
"Thou wilt show m e the path of life: in thy presence
is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures
for evermore." "And m y soul shall be joyful in the
Lord: it shall rejoice in his salvation." T o these millions whose hearts are heavy laden is the promise of
Christ, "Come unto m e . .and I will give you rest. . .
learn of m e . . .and ye shall find rest unto your souls.'
"How then shall they call on him
in w h o m they have not believed?
and h o w shall they beheve in him
of w h o m they have not heard?
and h o w shall they hear
without a preacher?"
Are you praying with us for more Japanese
ministers for Japan?
Are you yourself ready and willing to come if you
are the one the Lord is calling to Japan?
to the senior girls. This gave m e an opportunity to
become well acquainted with these lovely girls. 1 also
had one course in English composition with the
junior class. All of these girls are very good in
English and can think and write quite well in this
language which they have been studying for only
a few years. I have enjoyed teaching in the American
Academy and find the students m u c h more eager
to learn than the students I taught in America.
N o w w e are coming to the end of the school
year and the girls are taking their final exams.
Those w h o plan to go on to college must also sit for
the G. C. E. examinations which are the equivalent
of college entrance exams and are very difficult
for them. Since there are no colleges on the island
of Cyprus, they must go to Beirut, Athens, England
or America to study. S o m e of the girls have attended
the American Academy for seven years and thought
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they couldn't wait until graduation arrived; but n o w
that it is here, they have the usual feelings of
sadness and a few tears as they leave.
Another phase of m y work was to act as sponsor
of tbe Y.W.C.A. group. This group meets every week
and has been having guest speakers — R o n Stegall,
Dick Ayres, and the two Christian boys mentioned
in former letters, Leonidas Pantedelides and Paul
Vondiziano. W e plan to end the year with a S w i m
Party at the beach in Famagusta. Another group has
been started in the school which is preparing the
girls to witness effectively. This was started on
their o w n initiative and is being led by Leondias
Pantedelides. This is the result of the work Dick
Ayres is doing and which he mentioned in his
February missionary letter — that of training the
students to witness and then having those students
train others so that they will be able to reach people
for Christ.
With the closing of school for the s u m m e r
months, one of our big problems is to keep in touch
with the girls w h o have professed their belief in
Christ during their years in the Academy. While
they are in school, besides their daily Bible classes,
they have Bible studies with Kathy Stegall and
others, and have fellowship with the church group.
But once they are away from the school, these
activities are more difficult to maintain because of
opposition from some of the parents at home. One
of our objectives this s u m m e r is to keep in touch
with the girls w h o return to their villages during
the vacation period. W e hope to help them grow in
their Christian life and become well grounded in
their faith.
They were greatly helped in this growing process
a few weeks ago w h e n a young Greek minister from
Thessalonica, Mr. Michael Kantartjis came to Cyprus
at the invitation of the Cyprus Commission to con-

duct two weeks of evangelistic services for our
mission. H e was a blessing to us all, inspiring us
and challenging us with his messages. Mr. Kantartjis
gave unstintingly of his time, speaking in the chapel
service at the beginning of each day at school and
making himself available through the rest of the
day to speak to classes, to groups, or to individuals
with spiritual problems. H e preached at public
evangelistic services in the evening. His first week
was spent in Nicosia and the second in Larnaca, with
three services in the Limassol area. The young
people were attracted to him because of his youth
and his concern for their problems and his Scripturebased answers.
Mr. Kantartjis was also the featured speaker at
the spring youth conference. This year the young
people had complete charge of it, and it was conducted all in the Greek language. Mr. Kantartjis did
most of his speaking during the two weeks in Greek,
which m a d e it possible for m a n y of tire parents w h o
are not familiar with the English language to hear
messages in their o w n language. This was "all
Greek" to us Americans, and pointed up to us all
the more the need for workers w h o can work with
the Greeks in their o w n language. Fortunately, the
Sandersons are progressing very well with their
study of the language, and this will be a great help
to the work; but w e need more Greek-speaking
workers.
W e ask you to pray especially for these young
people w h o will be contacted during tne summer,
either in Bible studies or at the s u m m e r conferences
held on Troodos late in August. Our major objective
is to build the church here on the island, and some
of these young people m a y well become a nucleus
for a group of young members.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
(Mrs. J. Paul) Margaret Wilson

Miss Oreta Everett Writes:

family and to the Christian Government Movement
for lending us the Rev. and Mrs. S a m Boyle to assist
in this great work of "today." The Boyles are willingly giving their s u m m e r to come help us. W e missionaries and the m a n y Japanese friends, joyfully
await their arrival on June 23. O n the following
Sabbath, June 28, all three congregations will join
together for Mr. Boyle's first preaching service.
Especially happy are the folks of the Higashi S u m a
congregation in that the Boyles will be able to help
celebrate the tenth anniversary of the congregation
in July.
From the Los Angeles congregation, Mr. Howie

Kobe Shi, Japan
June 16, 1970
Dear Friends in Christ,
It has been said that a sign of old age is the quick
passing of time. If that be true, then I have aged, for
it seems only a few days ago that I was writing m y
last letter to you. Truly time is moving onward, and
although the saying is "there will always be a tomorrow," w e k n o w it isn't always true. "Today is
the day of salvation."
W e give thanks and appreciation to the Boyle
JULY 1, 1970
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Huizenger on an around-the-world trip stopped to
visit E X P O and to be a guest for several days in
the h o m e of Mr. Pennington. W e were happy that he
could join us in the fellowship of the Lord's Supper.
The missionaries enjoyed fellowship with him as
they got together for an English Psalm sing.
W e miss the Abui family from our services at
Keiyaku. They have moved out-of-bounds. They
are living in Tottori to be near his mother. Pray for
and with this young couple as they desire to start
a Sabbath School there in their n e w community.
This is about an hour's distance from another of
our young out-of-bound families, the Kobayashis.
These two families look forward to having spiritual
fellowship together from time to time.
During the month of June the Japan Commission
is sponsoring a Sabbath School Teachers' Training
Course for members of our three churches. Elder
Nitta of the Higashi S u m a congregation, an excellent
teacher, is doing a fine job of instructing. Although
the attendance is m u c h smaller than w e had hoped,
w e are thankful for those w h o are taking advantage
of the course. As well as teaching S. S. methods,
V.B.S. materials are being used. Be praying for the
preparation of the V B S to be held in each center
during the early part of August.
Request is m a d e for your prayer support for
Doctor and Mrs. Sakai and family. M a y the Lord's
purpose be accomplished in the life of their sixweek-old infant son w h o underwent serious surgery

yesterday. M a y the Lord's "everlasting arms" give
the parents comfort and renewed strength each day.
Recently the Lord has given m e renewed opportunity to speak about m y Lord Jesus Christ. T w o
former students with w h o m I had lost all contact
from about the time I went on furlough in '68, have
been brought back into m y life. O n e of these is
again attending m y English Bible class. The other
was m y first student here in Japan. She was a
neighbor during that first year w h e n I lived in
Nigawa. N o w she is married and living just two
stations east of Okamoto. N o longer is she interested
in learning English, but hasn't lost interest in
studying the Bible. She and her six-month-old son
are corning once a week to m y home, for an informal
study of the Bible in Japanese. I a m using the same
study which is used with Keiyaku Fujinkai (Women's
Society), and with it trying to encourage her also to
attend those bi-monthly meetings. Truly, "my heart
doth overflow, a goodly theme I sing. M y tongue's
a ready writer's pen to speak about the King."
Our prayers are with the h o m e church as it
gets ready for Synod, Women's Synodical, and the
national young peoples' conference. M a y the Spirit
of our Lord call forth m a n y w h o will be willing to
give their whole heart to the service of our Lord
Jesus Christ. M a y His love, joy, and peace be with
you each in abundance.
In Christ's service,
Oreta Everett

GLIMPSES OF THE RELIGIOUS WORLD
From page 4

across the sea with black hair and Oriental features
as our friends — as people just like us w h o need
God's saving grace, and, in a few cases, as our
brothers and sisters in Christ. W e want to impress
upon your hearts, prayer lives, and your future
plans the need for missionaries in Japan. A n d maybe
you had better read the article over again — just
in case you might have a house full of M.K.'s of
your o w n some day!

happening to be in power."
N o matter if its "deadly wound is healed" (Rev.
13:3) again and again, and no matter that all the
world wonders after the beast, it is set for defeat.
It comes short of 7. Six hundred sixty and six!

SOME THIS AND THAT IN WMS
From page 16
w e have seen and heard our w a y over more than
50,000 miles worth of churches, ocean, people,
societies, accents, and scenery; and w e have seen
God's W o r d at work in m a n y marvelous ways. But
w e have missed conferences like Forest Park, and
w e hardly know our o w n relatives, and. . .so, on and
on. The advantages and disadvantages are so m a n y
that each of us is confused as to h o w to analyze
them. But w e all agree that w e have gained something special — a precious view of life, a kind of
ambition that does not let a few obstacles get in
its way. A n d w e thank God for the experience which,
above all, has led us to know those foreigners far
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NOTICE
T W O C H O I R S will be making "a joyful
noise to the Lord" at Carleton Conference —
one for young people, one for adults (college
people are eligible for either or both.) Will you
help?
P L E A S E W R I T E , giving n a m e , age, experience, and voice range (part), to:
Robert M . Copeland
500 N . E. Englewood Rd.
Kansas City, M o . 64118

COVENANTER WITNESS

