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THE SACRED DESK 

The pulpit must stand acknowledged, 
While the world shall stand, 
The most important and effectual guard, 
Support and ornament of Virtue's cause. 

There stands the messenger of truth, 
There stands the messenger of the skies, 
His theme divine, his office sacred, 
His credentials clear. By him 
The violated speaks out its thunders, 
And by him, in strains as sweet as angels use, 
The Gospel whispers, in Jesus' Name, "Salva­

tion, Peace." 
Author unknown 
sent by Rev. W. C. Porter. 

This Week's Witness 
Report of Board of Home Missions and 

Church Extension 3 
Glimpses of the Rehgious World 4 
Let Us Say It Again and Again 5 
Report of Board of Foreign Missions 7 
Reformed Presbyterian Synod: Saturday 9 
A Little Girl, A Little Book, A Little Time 10 
Lesson Helps 11 
Church News 14 
Miss Huston, 

What About Our Missionary Societies? 16 

W E HOLD THE FOLLOWING TO BE TRUTHS OP SCRIPTURE: 
The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the only in­

fallible rule of faith and conduct 
The Trinitarian conception of the Godhead. 
Faith in Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation. 
Salvation by Grace. 
Assurance of salvation as a possible Christian experience. 
The Gospel Call and Election. 
The Holy Spirit as the Author of regeneration. 
Sanctification through the cooperating agency of the Holy Spirit 
The fact of death and hell as the destiny of the lost and heaven 

as the destiny of the saved. 
That the Church of Jesus Christ consists of all those who believe 

In Him together with their children. 
The Divine Right of the Presbyterian form of Church Government 
The Lord Jesus Christ as the only King and Head of His Church. 
That terms of membership or communion are essential to the 

welfare of the Church. 

The duty which rests upon officers to maintain discipline and 
preserve the purity of the Church. 

Spiritual worship as a divine requirement mediated through the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

The exclusive use of the Psalms in the worship of the Church. 
The Protestant interpretation of the Sacraments. 
The divine right of the institution of Marriage and that it is not 

to be dissolved except by adultery or "irremediable" desertion. 
The Sabbath as a day sacred to rest and worship. 
The duty of nations and their civil rulers to honor Christ as 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
That Christian citizens are under obligation to obey lawful au­

thority. 
The right and duty of the Christian citizen to dissent from aU 

governmental and national disobedience to the Law of God. 
That the Covenants of the past are still binding. 

From "The Communicant's Class" by J. B. Tweed 
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Glimpses of the Religious World 
by Mr. Darrell Parnell 
1633 Wayne Avenue 
Topeka, Kansas 66604 

WITH THE SCHOOLS, CONTINUED 
The aforementioned advisory committee consist­

ed of three conservative state legislators, three 
churchmen, a conservative U C Berkeley professor, 
and an assistant to Gov. Reagan, according to Mr. 
McCurdy. 

The report said, among other things, the follow­
ing: 
1. The nation's "moral crisis is at root a spiritual 
crisis." 
2. "Few school districts in the state have taken 
the initiative to fulfill the spirit" of traditional state 
policy on teaching of morals. 
3. "The antidote" to "social subversion through the 
educational establishment" is a "return to the basic 
purpose of pubhc education, the teaching of skills 
and the cultivation of love and respect for our heri­
tage and traditions." 
4. The need today "is to contrast the American 
genius and the American's reliance on Almighty 
God, with the cold, dreary utilitarian aims of secular 
humanists or Marxists" who, looking at m a n as the 
Supreme Being, "have real grounds to fear for their 
own future as well as for the faithful because they 
cannot deny that civilizations which in the past 
erased God from their value systems have also erased 
whatever dignity was left of man." 

While the above document was in preparation, 
Governor Ronald Reagan of California was lauding 
Christian schools as "a tribute to the wisdom of the 
people who endure a kind of double charge above 
heavy taxes to produce a superior product." 

He further stated, as reported by EP News 
Service, that "no government at any echelon can 
afford all the law enforcement that would be nec­
essary to protect us in our persons, our property, 
our freedom, and our safety unless the overwhelm­
ing majority of us were guided by our inner personal 
code of morahty, our adherence to a higher author­
ity than that of man. This is where you (Christian 
schools) are so important." 

Back on the legislative front it was reported 
in the June 1, 1968 issue of Emphasis that "the 
N e w Jersey State Assembly has voted 59 to 2 to 

put prayer back in the public classroom. The action 
was the same as that passed a year ago and vetoed 
by Governor Richard J. Hughes. 

As Gov. Reagan said, "We can no longer afford 
to starve the spirit and thus kill the soul," so pubhc 
sentiment appears to be increasingly more sympa­
thetic to actions necessary to forestall, if not defeat 
spiritual and moral starvation and death. 

The admonition and consequence of Proverbs 
22:6 are most appropriate. 'Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it." 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR TRAVELERS 
It is of interest to note that recently Holiday Inns 

of America have announced a plan to provide half-
hour worship services for Sunday travelers. And, 
whether there is any connection or not, it is noted 
that the vicar general of Pope Paul says he is willing 
to authorize mass in the major hotels of Rome. 

While it must be agreed that true worship is 
not attached to any special place as if one were more 
holy than another, the manner of worship must be 
carefully observed as this latter is instituted by God 
Himself. 

Also, while it may be that the intent of the pro­
posals above is honorable in that it is an attempt 
to observe what is most certainly appropriate on 
the Sabbath Day, will not the practical effect be to 
salve the conscience so that one can even more 
conveniently be about his worldly employments and 
recreations? 

RELIGION'S INFLUENCE WANING 
(EP) Seventy per cent of adult Americans be­

lieve religion is losing its influence on life and only 
14 per cent think rehgious influence is increasing, 
according to the Gallup Poll. 

The statistics were almost directly opposite those 
recorded in 1957, when 69 per cent said rehgious 
influence was going up and 14 per cent said it was 
going down. 

In 1969, 11 per cent saw no difference in re-
See page 9 
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Jesus affirmed that those m e n of Galilee w h o m 
Pilate slew, or those m e n on w h o m the tower of 
Siloam fell were not sinners above all others: "but, 
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 
13:1-5). The time to repent is now, before the 
judgments of God fall on the world in terrible 
severity. W h e n Jonah was sent to call the king and 
the people of Nineveh to repent and they repented 
sincerely God heard and saved the city. 

God has allowed terrible judgments to fall on 
the world within the memory of most of us. The 
first World W a r cost millions of hves and billions 
of property. That war was followed by one of the 
most wide-spread and terrible plagues that ever 
devastated the world, sweeping m e n and women to 
death by the thousands in the east and the west. 
It was not long until there was a great depression 
which cost multitudes the loss of their property, 
their livelihood, and great anxiety. That was soon 
followed by World W a r II which was more devastat­
ing than the first. And yet with all this there was 
no general repentance, rather an increase in the 
volume and depth of sin. 

N o w universal atomic war seems to hang over 
us, yet politicians and military leaders talk only 
of arms, armies, munitions of war and united 
armies to resist the enemy. They seem scarcely to 
recognize that God has power over the nations; that 
they are in His hand as the dust of the balance 
(Isa. 40:15), and so far as they speak of Divine 
power it is in an indifferent and formal manner. 
They seem to forget that the sins of drunkenness, 
immorality, profanity, Sabbath breaking, skepticism, 
and atheism are widely prevalent; that such sins 
are an offence to God and merit His judgments. As 
Isaiah and Jeremiah in the days of Israel's apostasy, 
as Abraham Lincoln in the days of threatened 
disaster during the Civil War, they should call our 
nation — all the United Nations — to repentance 
and reformation under the hand of God. 

If our nation is to stand as a bulwark against 
the rising tide of Communism and receive power 
from on high she must have clean hands. There are 
many who think that because we have repudiated 
Communism we are not guilty of any significant 
sin. W e have pointed out some of our sins, not to 
bring an accusation against our nation, but to show 
our people and our leaders that we are guilty of 
breaking all the commands of the Decalogue, and 
the only way to gain favor with God is to repent 
and turn from our sins. 

— United Evangelical Action 
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MISS HUSTON, 
WHAT ABOUT OUR MISSIONARY SOCIETIES? 

From page 16 
ory verse ahead of time. One verse a month is a very : 
httle bit." 

Miss Huston spoke of the Thank Offering, and '. 
how she had once looked up the origin of it. It began 
in Moses' time. First, the people gave a sin offering. , 
Then, if accepted, (and we know Christ, our sin- (J 

offering, is accepted) they offered a peace offering 
and, "if a m a n so willed," a thankoffering. This M 

was to show his great gratitude for peace having 
been made with God for sin. g 

N o w we mostly think of the thank offering :[ 

being given as a "thank you" for some pleasure, not -1 
for sorrow. But if we beheve God overrules all 
things it will come out for our good in the end. 

On the practical side of the Thank Offering ;t 
meeting, Miss Huston, as a missionary Thank r 

Offering speaker, has supposed her assignment was ,; 
to speak in such a way as to stir up people's desire * 
to give to missions through their Thank Offering, |, 
and has been somewhat disconcerted when the 
offering has been taken before the speech! However, V 
this might be logical if the purpose for and giving ;, 
of the offering were the result of careful thought 

ML1 

and saving before hand. ',, 
I asked about the social hour and the so-called ,j 

missionary eating! 
"It is a pleasant and happy time," Miss Huston Is 

said, although she had noticed that while eating " 
most of the ladies say that they don't need it. If this ,c 

is true, perhaps a drink would suffice. Then we * 
could add the money, that would have been spent j™ 
for food, to our giving. . 

"Miss Huston," I asked, "to what extent should ^ 
W.M.S. members be missionaries themselves?" f 

"Most everyone seems very busy with their own 5 
work and interests, but each can make the best of llirei 

every opportunity to speak for Christ. It has been ^ 
remarked by those who knew her, that Mrs. Li met * 
many hard things courageously — she was always ^ 
ready to testify as she showed her Bible, or showed ^ 
that she was a Christian." '^ 
' H o w God has used Miss Huston's testimony to ^ 
implant the love of Christ in the hearts of many in ^ 
different parts of the world! She speaks often of 
Mrs. Jeannette Li, whose hfe story she has helped 
to write, translating it into an Enghsh version just ;''«ai 
completed. W e will look forward to the publishing % 
of this book, and read it in our missionary societies. ^ the 
Thank you, Miss Huston, for sharing some thoughts ^ 
with us. Is] 
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we are to carry on the work effectively. W e are 
grateful for the beginning studies for the ministry 
by Mr. Fujimoto and for reports of other m en con­
sidering the ministry. W e beheve that national min­
isters are of utmost importance in building the 
Church. 

The Spear family has continued to hve and work 
in the Okamoto area and the mission house has 
been the place of worship for the Keiyaku Group. Mr. 
Pennington has been hving in the house which is on 
the property that the Keiyaku Group purchased last 
year, and he has been studying Japanese and has 
been gradually re-entering the work, looking forward 
to taking over Mr. Spear's responsibilities when he 
leaves on furlough. 

Miss Eleanor Faris has continued to work in the 
Book Room and she is now hving in the Book Room 
apartment. She helps in the work of the Higashi 
Suma congregation. 

Before her furlough Miss Everett was working 
with the Keiyaku Group. She, along with the rest of 
the missionaries, uses Enghsh classes to gain con­
tacts. 

Rev. Mr. Masunaga faithfully leads the Higashi 
Suma congregation and along with his elders gives 
guidance in planning and carrying on our outreach 
in Japan. 

Your Board 
W e are in the midst of the revision of our manual 

in order to bring it into line with pohcies established 
and up-to-date with present day means of travel and 
procedures. W e reahze the need for keeping the 
Church informed of changes made and also of the 
difficulty in educating the Church as to the need for 
such changes. 

THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HOME 

MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION 

From page 3 

Manchester, $2,000 during 1968. 
Continue to pray for these groups and the work­

ers that they may continue to grow and effectively 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Summer Christian Service Program of the 
Board was launched in 1968. There were four Semi­
nary students and one College senior who took part 
in this program. The program cost $2,676 which 
paid for the salaries and travel of these workers. 
W e feel this is a worthwhile program but we are try-

The work on the histories of our mission fields 
is progressing slowly. Publishing is not a natural part 
of our work so we are having to learn as we progress. 

Synod directed our Board to pursue with dili­
gence the possibility of re-opening the ministry to the 
Chinese people in Taiwan. The Board is confronted 
with three important related issues: 

1. That we have been unsuccessful so far in 
recruiting sufficient personnel for our Japan field. 

2. That our proposed Budget for 1969 was cut 
by Synod by the amount of $9,000. 

3. That our Board began the year with an over­
draft of $10,000. 

W e are not writing off the idea but we do not 
consider it wise to undertake additional work. W e 
beheve that we should concentrate our efforts in 
existing fields. 

Our Pubhcity Committee has been active in pro­
moting Synod's Budget as we were authorized to do 
at Synod last year. The committe has also sought 
to upgrade our pubhcity work in the Covenanter 
Witness and to consider other areas of pubhcity. 

W e continue to support through our Budget the 
Translation FeUowship in the work that they are 
doing, but have httle contact with the actual work 
that is being done. 

W e want to express our appreciation to each con­
gregation and each member for the support that you 
have given in this important work. W e are sorry 
that we have not had sufficient missionaries at home 
who could give first hand information to you during 
the past two years. With more missionaries home on 
furlough this year and in the future we hope to be 
able to supply your needs. 

R. A. Henning 
Executive Secretary 

ing to study the program that we might make it 
more beneficial to the congregations that need this 
kind of help. 

So far there have been no serious applicants for 
the Home Missionary Program. W e would encourage 
pastors who have potential candidates for this pro­
gram to contact the H o m e Mission Board for further 
information about this work and the training in­
volved. 

Our "out-of-bounds" hst is becoming out-of-date! 
W e would urge presbyteries to try to keep their 
list up-to-date, and seek to keep in touch with those 
in their area. 

Melville W. Martin 
Recording Secretary 

8 COVENANTER WITNESS 
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A LITTLE GIRL 

A LITTLE BOOK 

A LITTLE TIME 

by Donna Kahlstorf, Rhodesia 

"Go, go, go," said someone at my 
back door. This is the way an African 
knocks. I wondered what was wanted. 

M y name is Donna Kahlstorf. I am 
a missionary in Rhodesia. I tell Afri­
can people how they can teach boys 
and girls in Africa about the Lord 
Jesus. 

The night before, I had stayed up 
late grading homework. That morning 
I had gotten up before sunrise to go 
to our morning prayer meeting. After 
teaching all morning, I was glad to 
come home for lunch. I had just a little 
time for a short nap before going back 
to school. Since I was almost asleep, 
I thought, "I will just be quiet. Per­
haps the person who is knocking will 
go away." 

But again I heard it, "Go, go, go." 
I got up and went to the door. There 
stood a shy little African girl with 
pierced ears. 

"Please, Ma'am," she said, "my 
name is Jesika. Would you like to buy 
a little pumpkin?" 

I bought it from her, but she still 
did not go away. "Would you like some­
thing else, Jesika? 

"Please, Ma'am, do you have a little 
time to teach m e about the Bible?" 

"Of course I do," I said and quickly 
got m y Bible. Then I spent the rest of 
the noon hour telling Jesika about 
Jesus. I told her of our sin that sepa­
rated us from God, but how God loved 
us enough to send His only Son Jesus 
to earth to pay for her sin and mine. 

Before Jesika went home and I hurried 
back to school, she had trusted Jesus 
as her Savior. 

The next noon, just as I was ready 
to take a nap again, I heard, "Go, 
go, go," at the door. Sure enough, 
there was Jesika. But this time she 
had another little girl with her. 

"Please Ma'am, do you have a little 
time to teach m y cousin Varaidzo about 
Jesus?" 

Once again, I got out m y Bible and 
talked to them about Jesus our 
Saviour. This time Varaidzo accepted 
the Lord. 

Day after day they came back each 
time with someone new. Soon I was 
able to show them the Bible verses 
and have them explain them to their 
friends. 

As time passed, I wanted to tell 
them more than the simple plan of 
salvation. So I bought some little 
Gospels of John for each child. I 
marked John 3:16 in each book for 
them to memorize the first day. The 
second day I marked John 3:36, then 
each day another verse. Each noon 
when they came, I would hear the 
verse from the day before and assign 
a new one to learn for the next day. 

More and more children came each 
day. And each noon they came earlier. 
I didn't even have time to eat lunch 
any more. Coming home from school 
at noon, I would find 20 to 30 children 
sitting on m y front porch. As I came 
nearer, I could hear a buzz which 
sometimes grew into a near roar, 
Mumba mababa vangu munenzimbo 
zhinji dzokugara. The children were 
helping each other learn their memory 
verses. 

As each child said his verse to 
me, I pasted a star in the margin of 
his little Gospel beside the verse he 
had said. As soon as one finished, an­
other would hold out his book to me. 

I loved to be with the children and 
help them with their verses. Soon I 

realized, though, that the job was too 
big for me. I hoped to get others who 
were willing to help with the children. 

One day Mr. Gasura, who was a 
teacher in the practicing school, visited 
m e at noon. He asked, "Who are all 
the children that I see at your house 
each noon? You seem to have no time 
to eat or sleep. You will get very tired." 

I told him why they had come, then 
said, "Yes, I am getting tired. But I 
enjoy it. I can't send them away as 
long as they want to hear God's Word. 
But I see I can't do it alone." 

He offered to help. Soon three 
student-teachers came too. Now it was 
easier to take care of more than 200 
children who were learning verses. 

One day we ran out of little Gospels, 
but children were still coming. I had 
nothing to give the 20 who were wait­
ing. Quickly I prepared a simple object 
lesson. Using a cup with mud inside, 
I showed how our hearts are unclean 
before God and we need a Saviour. 
Most of them accepted Christ that day. 

A few days later, I saw one of these 
little boys and asked, "Tapiwa, are you 
still happy?" 

"Oh, yes." 
"Why are you happy?" 
"Because I just praise the Lord all 

the time in m y heart. Even when I'm 
at school or out playing I still praise 
the Lord inside m y heart." 

I had been so busy listening to 
verses that I had not had a chance to 
talk with each child about salvation. 
Some of them came at different times, 
though. I used the verses they had 
learned to explain salvation to them. 
Twenty-eight accepted Christ in this 
way and were soon telling others. 

It has been thrilling to see how 
this miracle all began with 

a little girl, 
a little book, and 

a little time. 
Reprinted by permission 
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