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BIBLE LESSONS FOR THE W E E K OF JANUARY 26, 1969

ANOTHER YEAR
God gives to you another year,
A year of hours and days;
And as you wait its unknown tasks,
And face its unknown ways,
Lo! every hour some treasure holds
And every day new joy unfolds.
A fragment of eternity
In which to gain and give;
So many days and weeks and months
To love and laugh and live.
What shall those minted minutes buy?
H o w will you spend them as they fly?
They come all wrapped in silver morns
That shade to golden noons,
Tied round with strings of jeweled stars,
Or sealed with mellow moons;
If one brings cloudy skies and rain,
A rainbow follows in its train.
So all that comes of seeming ill,
And all that you deem good,
Are but God's precious thoughts of love
W h e n rightly understood.
Another year, all fresh and new —
This is His lovely gift to you.
— Annie Johnson Flint
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EVANGELISM
In Times Like These
The evangelist, in times like these, needs to
remember that though he specializes in reaching
and training the few he also must seek to reach the
many. The few being trained do not get trained to
seek lost souls if the trainer is not doing it, too.
"Many are called, but few are chosen," the Scriptures
say. But w e do not need to put our emphasis on the
"few who are chosen." In order for the "few chosen"
ones to respond, many must be called. Let us spread
the Gospel to as many as possible and trust God
by His Holy Spirit to bring a response in the sinner's heart and a change in his life.
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The duty which rests upon officers to maintain discipline and
preserve the purity of the Church.
Spiritual worship as a divine requirement mediated through the
Lord Jesus Christ.
The exclusive use of the Psalms in the worship of the Church.
The Protestant interpretation of the Sacraments.
The divine right of the institution of Marriage and that it is not
to be dissolved except by adultery or "irremediable" desertion.
The Sabbath as a day sacred to rest and worship.
The duty of nations and their civil rulers to honor Christ as
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
That Christian citizens are under obligation to obey lawful authority.
The right and duty of the Christian citizen to dissent from all
governmental and national disobedience to the L a w of God
That the Covenants of the past are still binding.
From "The Communicant's Class" by J. B T W A et
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r Editorial
«a Comment
SELF APPRAISAL . . .
As w e come to the beginning of the n e w year,
most of us will be checking up on ourselves. National and state governments require a financial report of our income. W e will probably wish to check
on our expenditures, or at least look at our balance
last year and to see whether w e have m a d e any
progress financially. In order to really know, w e
m a y have to check our assets and obligations. W e
m a y have less cash than the previous year end because w e have added to the value of our h o m e by
things purchased. Or w e m a y have outstanding
obligations which will cut down on the net assets.
But what I wish to suggest is that w e check
on our spiritual growth. This is more difficult to
do, for w e m a y not be able to judge exactly the
spiritual values. Of course, the standard by which
w e measure ourselves is the hfe of Jesus Christ.
That was the perfect life, and w e know that w e
do not measure up to Him. In fact, the more closely w e examine our hearts, the more w e realize our
sinfulness and short-comings. Yet there are some
things, some other ways w e can check on our spiritual life.
One is our love for the W o r d of God. D o w e
really enjoy reading and studying the Word? Is
our reading a matter of duty or enjoyment? I
wonder h o w m u c h time each day w e give in devotion
to God and His Word. W e give a good m a n y hours
each day to our business, and especially if w e hke
it. While business m e n will hardly be expected to
give as m a n y hours to the Bible as to business, the
Christian will be expected to give a considerable
amount of time for God. A good friend in India
had a rule of giving a full hour for his Bible study
each morning. Occasionally he had to take a hundred mile trip on a train leaving at 5:30 in the morning. In order to give his full hour for his Bible study,
he arose very early to get it in. H e never neglected
his Bible study. H e was a strong spiritual character.
I think our faithfulness in pubhc worship is
another w a y to measure our spiritual growth. It
was the custom of Jesus to attend the synagogue
regularly. It was the place of public worship w h e n
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H e was not in Jerusalem. W e should be in our place,
taking part in the public worship of God, unless w e
are providentially hindered. I reahze that often the
sermon m a y be somewhat dull, the music m a y not
be perfect, the seats m a y be hard, the weather m a y
be trying. Yet if the W o r d of God is read, if there are
prayers — and one is able to pray himself, if the
morning prayer does not express your thoughts —
and there is the opportunity to share in giving, one
m a y have a blessed time of worship. Perhaps a
special word m a y be said about the weather. People
do not stay h o m e from their work on account of the
weather, unless it is very extreme. Nor does one
stay h o m e from work unless he is really sick. The
same rules should hold for going to Church as for
business.
A n d what about our prayer life? There were
a few times at least w h e n Jesus spent all night in
prayer. W e are told that H e went out before day
to pray. Does prayer m e a n m u c h to us? W e should
have a time and place for private prayer. But all
our prayer is not in a secret place. S o m e of it is as
w e walk about. W e m a y pray while w e ride to work.
W e m a y pray while w e talk with another, in our
mind and heart. W e m a y pray with the family, or
w e m a y pray with a stranger. W e m a y come to the
place when prayer is as natural as talking with a
friend. A n d w e m a y also simply be silent before
God, waiting for H i m to tell us of something, just
as w e m a y sit in silence with a loved one. W e do
not have to be talking all the time. Quiet love is
understood.
Thinking back over the year in an honest way,
h o w do w e rate ourselves? Jesus said, "By their
fruits ye shall know them." W e m a y think of the
fruit of the Spirit, and our growth in Christian
character, love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Or w e
m a y take Peter's statement, "Add to your faith,
virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge,
temperance; and to temperance, patience; and to
patience, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love." Or w e
m a y think of what James said, "Be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only." Certainly w e should
be serving, actively doing things for others for the
sake of Christ.
It is not enough to simply measure our spiritual
Hves. Most of us will find ourselves rather short.
W e find that w e have done things that w e should
not have done, and have left undone m a n y things
w e should have done. W e are sorry. But w e should
See page 4
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Glimpses of the Religious World
THE REV. JOHN McMILLAN
R. D. 1, Box 337
WALDEN, NEW YORK
MISCELLANEOUS
— J 968
Every day during the past year an average of
324,000 human babies entered the world and 10,000
persons starved to death or died of malnutrition.
In addition, 123,000 persons died for other reasons,
leaving a net gain of about 190,000 hves per day.
The secular press rated Pope Paul VTs encyclical Humanae Vitae banning birth control as
the top religious story of 1968.
Citizens of the United States spent $30 billion
on gambling, $20 billion on crime, $9 billion on
liquor, $5 billion on tobacco, $3 billion on house
pets, $175 million on dog food, and $130 million
on missionary work. The $100 million spent on
comic books was four times the annual budget of all
the pubhc libraries in the country.
Men of good will aided in settling 189,381 Cuban
refugees in new homes in the United States during
1968.
The American Bible Society placed its 50 millionth copy of the Scripture with men and women of
the Armed Forces. More than 100,000 pieces of
gospel literature were distributed in fifteen languages at the Olympic meets on two continents. At
least one complete book of the Bible has now been
published in 1,326 languages and dialects around
the globe.
A new system of record keeping called "electrooptics" succeeded in reducing letters as much as
one million times. This marriage of electricy and
optics reduced the entire King James Version of the
Bible to a slip of plastic one and one-quarter inches
square.

system can make moral judgments, I question the
morality of putting legal restraints on abortion."
Mr. Mellon went on to contend that so many
abortions are performed in defiance of the law that
it has become a mockery. "All of us must remember
that we are hving in a pluralistic society," he said.
"Those who oppose abortion for any reason should
not have one or perform one. However, these views
should not be forced on society as a whole."
The radical and far reaching implications of
such a principle — denying to a pohtical system
the right to make a moral judgment — can scarcely
be overstated. Such a declaration, made before a
state study commission in the name of a city council
of churches, is the reductio ad absurdum of the
whole idea that the state is not a moral entity, responsible to God for its actions. Whenever a political
system ceases to exercise therightto make moral
judgments it will no longer be a government, either
according to the Biblical definition or to anything
we have known in past history.
Is Mr. Mellon a conscious anarchist, or simply
a badly confused preacher?

CAN A POLITICAL SYSTEM MAKE A MORAL
JUDGMENT?

BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS AND
CHURCH
EXTENSION
From page 7
tions of some who were involved in the Summer
Christian Service and Training Program was presented.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 3:30
P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for January 27,
1969.
Mrs. Willard Harsh,
Pubhcity Secret ary

This apparentlyridiculousquestion was answered in the negative by the executive secretary of the
Council of Churches of Greater Trenton (New
Jersey), in his recent testimony before the N e w
Jersey State Abortion Study Commission. The
Religious Newsweekly quotes the Rev. David D.
Mellon as telling the group, "I submit that the real
questions are related to religion. Because no pohtical
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SELF APPRAISAL . . .
From page 3
seek the help of God in order to do better. That
suggests better planning and action for this corning
year. Let us make this a good year, especially in
spiritual things.
— Associate Reformed Presbyteria
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News From Our Mission Field
NEWS FROM JAPAN

^ZZ

Kobe, Japan
December 6, 1968
Dear Co-laborers in Christ,
A letter to m a n y of you is long overdue since
m y arrival here in Japan, so I a m grateful for this
opportunity to talk with so m a n y of you at once,
via the Witness. At this writing, I have been back
in Japan just a little over two months, but with so
m u c h happening in this part of the Lord's vineyard
during that time, it seems more hke two years. Also,
the fact that m y letter comes between two holidays,
seems to m a k e it an even busier time than usual.
I'll have to content myself, therefore, with giving
you just a few of the highlights of what the Lord
has been doing in m y hfe and in the hfe and work
of the Japanese Church during the past month or so.
First, I must say, that it's good to be back in
Japan, to co-labor once again with fellow missionaries and Japanese brothers in Christ. Although,
severing ties with a fine congregation in San Diego
was very difficult, the Lord has given added assurance since m y arrival that Japan is to be m y
field of service, at least for the next two years. H e
has once again honored His promise, "I will instruct
you and guide you along the best pathway for your
hfe; I will advise you and watch your progress"
(Psalm 32:8 — "Living Psalms and Proverbs"); and
I ask you to join m e in praising H i m for His faithfulness.
Our mission family enjoyed a delicious Thanksgiving dinner at the Spear home, the first social
get-together since m y return to Japan. N o w , w e are
looking forward to our annual Christmas gettogether, this year as guests of Eleanor Faris at
Tarumi. These times of relaxation and fellowship
together as a mission are very important, in addition
to our regular get-togethers monthly for prayer and
mission business.
The Christmas
N e w Years holiday season is
an opportune time to witness to God's saving grace
through Christ here in Japan. In addition to Christmas parties for Enghsh Bible classes, including a
devotional time centering on the true meaning of
Christmas, the Church looks forward to the annual
presentation of "The Life of Christ in the Psalms"
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on Christmas Eve at Higashi S u m a Church. All
three churches are practicing diligently and enthusiastically their parts, both singing and reading, in
the program. This year w e will have an attractively
printed program, including music and reading parts,
which will also be available for sale at the Covenanter Book Room. Please join us in prayer that
this might be the best presentation yet, and that
participating members might be strengthened
through the singing of the Psalms, and that inquirers might be deeply impressed and drawn into
a saving relationship with the hving Christ and His
Church. I a m lookng forward to leading the Higashi
S u m a congregation, and also the combined choirs
and congregation in the singing of the Psalms.
A N e w Year's party, especially for the young
people, will be held on January 3 at the n e w Keiyaku house, where I a m temporarily hving. Pray for
a good attendance and interest on the part of the
young people, and wisdom for m e and the three
young people representing the three congregations,
as w e m a k e plans. The program will include a
message from God's Word, and discussion relating
to the needs and problems of those attending.
The fall is usually the time for special evangelistic emphasis for our centers of work. The Keiyaku congregation had a well attended evangehstic
service on Sabbath evening, December 1, with Rev.
Mr. Masunaga as the guest minister. His clear,
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