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QUOTE

“One aspect of requiring a special call for mis-
sionary service is the violence it does to the rest of
Scripture. No man would think of interpreting his
Bible in this way in other matters. Men accept the
blessings which the Bible promises. They do not
ask for any special indication that they fall under
the blessings nor do they asume that the blessing is
not for them unless they receive some additional
extra-Biblical revelation. Men ought not to draw a
line of distinction between the obligations of Christ-
ianity and the privileges of it. Nor should they
claim only the privileges and leave the responsibili-

ies for the conscience of the few.”
Missionary Principles and Practices

by Harold Lindell
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WE HOLD THE FOLLOWING TQO BE TRUTHS OF SCRIPTURE:

The Scriptures of the QOld and New Testaments as the only in-
fallible rule of faith and conduct,

The Trinitarian conception of the Godhead.

Faith in Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation.

Salvation by Grace.

Assurance of salvation _as a possible Christian experience.

The Gospel Call and Election.

The Holy Spirit as the Author of regeneration.

Sanctification through the cooperating agency of the Holy Spirit.

The fact of death and hell as the destiny of the lost and heaven
as the destiny of the saved.

That the Church of Jesus Christ consists of all those who he-
Jieve in Him together with their children,

The Divine Right of the Presbyterlan form of Church Govern-
ment.
The Lord Jesus Christ as the only King and Head of His Church.
That terms of membership or communjon are essential to the
welfare of the Church.
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The duty which rests upon officers to maintaln discipline and
preserve the purity of the urch,

Spiritual worship as a divine requirement mediated through the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The exclusive use of the Psalms in the worship of the Church.

The Protestant Interpretation of the Sacraments.

The divine right of the institution of Marriage and that it is
not to be dissolved except by adultery or *Irremediable” desertion.

The Sabbath as a day sacred to rest and worship.

The duty of natlons and thelr civil rulers to honor Christ 8s
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
th :I;hat Christian cit zens are under obpligation to obey lawful au

ority.

The right and du y of the Christian cltizen to dissent from all
governmental and nat onal disobedience to the Law of d.

That the Covenan s of the past are still binding.

From “The Communicant’s Class’ by J. B. Tweed
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Editorial Comment

STRENGTH FOR OUR DAY

The promise of God to Israel was, “As thy days,
so shall thy strength be.” What a balm this promise
has been to those who have trusted God! Again and
again we have rested upon it with all the tranquillity
of a child lying in its mother’s arms. 1n it God says,
“You cling te Me, and whatever your sorrow or suf-
fering, your duty or difficulty, so shall your strength
be.”

“As thy days,” so shall God’'s strength be mea-
sured to us. We want to see the vears, with all their
hidden secrets, in one short day, bul that is not
God’'s way. "Take it one day at a time,” God says,
“and I will be with thee, and turn even the defeats
of life into triumphs.”

The message of Jesus to His disciples was, “Fear
not.” It is His ringing word to us, “Fear not to live,
for | am alive. Fear not to die, for I died. I have ex-
plored every chamber of the grave, and you need
not be afraid. And you need not be afraid of what
Is coming after death, for 1 hold in my hands the
keys of death and of the invisible world. Trust Me,
and be not afraid.” This is our Lord’s wonderful pro-
mise to us.

The words, “As thy days,” are comprehensive.
They include all the days, however they come.
Some days are dark, others are bright. One short
day may bring more pain and agony than twenty
vears have brought. This promise covers a day like
that.

Job had his day of darkness, when everything
was swept away from him—servants, property,
health, friends, children. Even his wife said, “Curse
God and die.” But through all this he said simply,
“"Let come what will, though he slay me, yet will I
trust Him.” And out of the deepest depths Job came
again to higher heights than ever before. That is
God’s promise.

Some days are little, and some days are large.
In all those days — commonplace, routine days, or
days of great importance — Jesus says, “I will be
with thee.” And then there comes a last earthly day.
Someone asked Moody if he had dying grace, and he
said, “Why, no. 1 have living grace, but when I
Come to die [ shall have dying grace.” When they
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carried him home from a meeting, where a fatal ill-
ness had se.zed him, with his friends around him,
he looked at them, and then into the heavens, and
said, “The world is receding. Heaven ic opening. God
is calling me, and I must be away.” He had dying
grace when death came.

There is just one concern which every one of
us must have. We must be faithful to Jesus Christ.
When we see Him face to tace, we want to hear
Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
His challenging word is, “Be thou faithful unto
death.” He does not say, “until death.” He does not
mean that. He asks us to be faithful to the dying
point. Die any time, die anywhere, but we must not
be unfaithful.

Let us take this promise and incarnate it in our
lives. As surely as we do, God will verify it to us
through all the days. He will love, guide, hold and
help us until the day is done.

—The Free Methodist

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE CAM

On Wednesday, June 9, Congressman Chester
L. Mize, Republican, of Atchison, Kansas, introduc-
ed the Christian Amendment in the House of Re-
presentatives. The bill is numbered H. ]J. Res. 505.

Mr. Mize represents the Second Congressional
District of Kansas. If you live in his District, why
not write him a note of thanks for wliat he has
done?

This is the fourth Christian Amendment bill in-
troduced in the 89th Congress. On January 27, Rep.
John B. Anderson of Illinois introduced H. J. Res.
245; on January 28, Rep. Albert W. Watson of
South Carolina introduced H. J. Res. 256; and on
March 2, Rep. Jamie L. Whitten of Mississippi in-
troduced H. J. Res. 357,

Let us uphold in our prayers thece four men
who have courageously introduced an unpopular
piece of legislation.

To smooth over one’s own conduct to one’s con-
science is to smooth one’s own path to hell. —
Spurgeon.

Not what we gain, but what we give, measures
the werth of the life we live.

A cynic is one who has quit growing at both
ends and grows only in the middle.

Some people don't hold opiaions, but opinions
held them.



Glimpses of the Religious World

T. R. Hutcheson
820 New York
Holton, Kansas

PUBLIC TEXTS FOR PRIVATE SCHOOLS

New York State has adopted legislation which
would permit private and parochial schools to borrow
certain textbooks from local! public school boards, ef-
fective September 1, 1966. The deal is optional as far as
the students are concerned, but is compulsory as far
as the boards are concerned. The student may request
a book from a list approved for public schools, in math,
science, and foreign languages. Perhaps the reason for
limiting the program to these subjects is financial. Or
maybe religious scheols feel that publie texts in other
classes would not meet their needs. We anticipate that
the selected courses will be broadened, and that the
available books will come to include those recommended
by the non-public institutions, in addition to the ones on
the current list. After all, why, in this democracy, shoulc
a parochial student be compelled by law to use the same
reader as his counterpart in the public school?

NEW CONFESSION A DEPARTURE

Although in the proposed new creed book of the
United Presbyterian Church the Confession of 1967 will
be but cne document, along with the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith and others, such as the Apostles’ Creed,
it is evident from comments, both pro and con, that the
confession before the house will establish the position of
the denomination. For example, some ministers welcome
it because they have been uneasy about subseribing to
the theology of the Westminster Confession. This indi-
cates that in their estimation the proposed statement is
different than the previous one,

RELAXED ENCOUNTERS WITH CATHOLICS

The Presbyterian Commitiee on Ecumenical Rela-
tions presented to the recent General Assembly, meet-
ing in Columbus, Ohio, a thankful acknowledgement that
relations with the Roman Catholic Church were now
more friendly. Said their report, “In the two years since
the 175th General Assembly issued its statement on
‘Associations Between United Presbyterians and Roman
Catholics,” a new and deeper fellowship has been real-
ized in every experience of ecumenical conversation.
Protestants and Roman Catholics now live in a new cli-
mate of Christian charity. The opportunity presented by
this new climate of cordiality and mutual receptiveness
requires a further statement for the guidance of clergy
and laity in our United Presbyterian Church.”

One of the guide lines called for “occasional, rever-
ent attendance at Roman Catholic Mass by United Pres-
byterians.”

Not for Jenny Geddes! It seems to the Glimpser
that those who have retained membership in the U.P.
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Church in order to influence it in favor of an evangelical
faith have surely been defeated.

LABOR FEARS SCRUPLES CONFUSE

Section 14 (b) of the Taft-Hartley law permits
states to pass “right-to-work” laws, which forbid mem-
bership in labor unions to be made a pre-requisite to
employment. National labor organizations, naturally, are
seeking to have this section of the national law repealed.

A new issue has been entered, te the dismay of
the labor leaders. That is, the religious objections which
many people have to compulsory union membership, At
hearings on the bill, an at{empt is being made to insure
the right of freedom not to join. Those testifying in fa-
vor of exeption for religious objectors include the Seventh
Day Adventists, the National Association of Evangeli-
cals, Mennonites, and Plymouth Brethren.

George Meany wants this factor left up to local
unions and employers to work out an agreement with
scrupulous applicants. He objects to it being made a
part of the law, for the avowed reason that this would
confuse the main issue and endanger his bill's passage.
He has urged all affiliated unions to make provision for
religious objectors. But the objectors are not content to
leave their fate up to locals. They wish the protection of
law.

The trend, however, is against them. Laws are now
made to protect the unscrupulous, not those with scrup-
les.

YOUTH OPPORTUNITY CAMPAIGN ENDORSED

Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, president of the Nat-
ional Council of Churches, has sent letters to the lead-
ers of 1,000 state and local councils of churches urging
them to support the Administration’s Youth Opportunity
Campaign. Noting that this is the year when the post-war
babies of the 1940’s will try to enter the labor force, the
Bishop stressed the churches’ responsibility to alert lo-
cal congregations to the emergency and urge local em-
ployers to cooperate in the national effort.

If employers would hire one extra young person
for every 100 employees on their rolls, an additional
500,000 jobs would be available to young people this
summer, said the Bishop's letter. Otherwise, he warned,
“For many youngsters, including those who need money
to return to school, it will be a long, hot summer with
nothing to do.”

President Johnson's call for extra efforts went t0
Federal, state, and local government agencies, private
industry, labor unions, trade associations and the
churches. —The Religious Newsweekly

See page 16
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD

June 7, 1965
Dear Friends,

In a sense I feel as if I am writing this letter
to myself, since it will not be long before my feet
step on U.S. soil- D.V. Nonetheless, the work will go
on, and that is the subject of this letter.

With June springing upon us so soon, we are
this week in the last of school’s classes. Saturday,
the students will write examinations. Then the 25th
of June will be Graduation. And it is certainly with
mixed emotions that I see these days approaching,
since it will mean the end of my relation with the
students and the work here. What a joy it has been
to have such an experience with such people.

This year, we have seen young souls — only a
few, but some -— take their first step in uniting
with Jesus Christ by faith. And to any Cypriot this
is a giant step. We have seen God answer prayer in
the most unexpected ways. I can think back te the
last of March when we were traveling to Nicosia
with a bus load of students to attend the Conferette.
As I looked about, I thought: my, can these stu-
dents really be going to this Conferette out of any
real interesi in the Lord? It seemed that every
other motive was taking them to the meeting. But
the return trip was much different. We found our-
selves involved with this or that student who had
a question which usually dealt with his own soul’s
relationship to the Lord. How thrilling to have
such inquiring, and in dead earnestness. Now, some
of those same students are growing and producing
to other students.

In this year, we have seen the Church solidify
itself more in defining its basic purpose of exis-
tence. We have seen a better effort toward reaching
what members there are, and bringing them into
close fellowship. And we have seen the Church deal
with some serious problems which were eating
like a worm within our ranks. God blessed us richly
last week, by bringing the members together to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper. This was done upon
the basis of covenant renewal just as it is done in
the U.S. church. And it was a warm fellowship we
had. How long we had been praying that God would
give us such an occasion. it had been at least three
or four years since Communion had been held. And
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so, we pray that this is only the beginning for more
production in Cyprus. It can be done, because God's
Word says so.

Now, let us look more specifically toward the
future. It is really what every Christian is interest-
ed in, isn't it? And I am making this appeal mostly
to you, college student, or young couple, who is in-
terested in being used of the Lord to bring another
to Christ. (Please read that line again.) Have you
ever thought of putting your particular ability or
training to work in Cyprus? The fact is, you can
do something here which only the exception permits
in the U.S. You can teach the Bible freely to students
every day in the classroom. What an opportunity!
Further, you are free to approach directly any stu-
dent, or any adult really, about the Lord. And there
are more opportunities than can be taken — at
church, out in villages, in class, out of class; even
when you are riding a bicycle with a friend. The
opportunities are here. Perhaps you say, that you
do not know the Bible so well as to teach it. Well,
friend, when you begin teaching it you also learn it
with the students. And these are not theology class-
es, but basic Bible. There are helps as you go along.

I won't proceed to mention the physical aspects,
which also would draw one to Cyprus. They really
are not important, if God calls you to evangelize.
(Just a question though, how many miles do you
drive to bask in the warm sun and sea, where you
are now?)

There is a work to be done here in Cyprus. God
has seen fit to leave the doors open. But only He
knows how long this may be. The time to act is
NOW. We need laymen in almost every field of edu-
cation. What a thrill it would be to see every class-
room directed by a Christian Evangelical teacher,
who is also a soul-winner. At present we have nei-
ther in most cases. Give this some consideration; put
that degree to work, which God has given you to use.

There is more to be said, but it can be ..‘d in
person. But, believe me, if you have the thirst for
souls, and the trair. 1 or ability; you are missing
a real blessed experience in not coming to Cyprus.

Bu* '2r’* ~~me because [ say s »!- ¢ av so.
For His -
Rev. Al
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P.O. Box 589

Kobe, Japan

June 11,1965
Rainy Season Greetings from Japan!

You have written that you are praying for us
as we move into our new home in Okamoto on the
east side of Kobe. We have had unexpected con-
tacts, and we attribute this greatly to the Lord's
merciful answer to your prayer support.

In April, Mrs. Nitta from East Suma and Mrs.
Shinoda, who lives about eight blocks from us, came
to make plans for starting a women’s Bible study
group here. Their attendance in classes of Miss Hus-
ton and Grace Boyle and others plus their own
group at East Suma gave us several ideas, and we
had our first class, May 11, after inviting some
from the neighborhood. Three neighbors and Mrs.
Shinoda and a neighbor from our former house
came. We were filled with thanksgiving and ar-
ranged to meet twice a month. Two weeks later we
met and only Mrs. Shinoda of the first class came
but a grandmother in an apartment house across the
road went and brought five young ladies — each
with a child under two years old. We hadn’t expect-
ed such a turnout and were ashamed of our little
faith. But this was God’s answer to your prayers
as well as those of the people here. We meet again
next week and we dont expect a large group but
we do expect that God will lead to us the ones
who are ready for this type of spiritual food. We
have felt that we are starting a little before we are
well enough acquainted in this community, but
the Shinodas are planning to build a new home up
on the hills a little east of here in the fall, so we
want to get as well started in women’s work as pos-
sible while we have her help so close by.

We have three bedrooms upstairs and in the
downstairs a typical Japanese entrance with tiled
floor space at ground level, ten inches lower than
the floor of the house, for leaving the shoes as
you enter, and this is surrounded with U-shaped
space of a study, two 9 by 12 living rooms (one
Japanese and one Western, with sliding doors be-
tween that can be removed providing one large
room), dining room, kitchen, and bath. This was
an old house to which we added two rooms and
did extensive remodeling. The actual floor space is
a little less than our former house but it is just
ideally arranged and therefore much more con-
venient. We are most thankful to you for making
the purchase of this house possible by your support
of the Foreign Mission Board. As the weeks speed
by we are more and more thankful.

Tuesday night we had our second annual music
festival! Sounds like a big affair but it is a sub-
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stitute for our children’s not being able to partici-
pate in the usual piano recital always held on Sab-
bath Day. Three of ours plus a piece by the piano
teacher doesn’t make a very long recital, so we im-
posed on the generosity and talent of our fellow
missionaries to make the evening more successful,
Each of the mission children sang or played the re-
corder or pianc, and Oreta Everett played her new
accordian, Jim Pennington his well-used trumpet,
Gloria Pennington sang and played the piano, and
Don Robb rendered two numbers on his beautiful
guitar he made this past winter. The less talented,
less courageous ones of us listened with great ap-
preciation as the variety ranged from Japanese kin-
dergarten motion songs and “Mary Had a little
Lamb” to Mendelssohn’s “Rondo Capricion” and
Chopin’s “Ballade No. 2, Opus 38.” We were greatly
anticipating Orlena Lynn’s offer to play the radio,
but not knowing what was on that night in time to
get it printed on the program she reluctantly de-
clined to participate!

Last night we were again very pleased with the
convenience of this house as we had eleven mem-
bers from Gene's college and business age English
Bible classes here for a party.

About three weeks ago Dr. lida and Miss Nishi-
mura made formal announcement of their engage-
ment and coming wedding, June 26, at the East
Suma Church. They are both members at East Suma
and we truly rejoice in God’s blessing in this way.

Our summer communion is to be held at East
Suma, June 20, and we expect enriching and
strengthening as our three groups meet together.

We ask your prayers for: 1. Robbs as they go
on furlough the end of July, 2. Penningtons as they
move to Tarumi to replace Robbs during furlough.
3. Y.P. conference tentatively set for August 16, 17.
4. Restful vacations for the missionaries without
a setback in regular worship and study.

5. DVBS in August.

Yesterday we again had a short but very plea-
sant visit with Mr. Chao on his way back ta the
States. We are thankful for God’s gracious care
over him during these past months away from
home.

We are praying for the meeting cf Synod these
days and we are greatly interested in news from
each of you telling of your work in your own congre-
gations. Our children have enjoyed letters from sev-
eral Juniors telling of their activities.

May God be gracious to make us more able to
pray, “Make me to go in the path of Thy command-
ments; for therein do I delight.” Psalm 119.35.

Yours in Christ,
Ruth A. Spear

COVENANTER WITNESS



Nicosia, Cyprus
June 7, 1965

Dear Friends:

Friends of the Lord’s work in Cyprus, those
whom we know, and those whom we do not know,
but whom the Lord knows.

We've come to the end of another year of school
work in Cyprus. Next week finds us in Nicosia with
our Graduation Exercises in the Academy for Girls.
QOur class will be the smallest for some years and the
next two years will not have very many either. This
is practically all due to the upheaval in Cyprus a
year ago last Christmas, when many had to leave
their homes and some transferred to other parts of
the Island or to other countries.

This week we are having examinations, so every-
one is hard at work. Hot weather doesn’t add more
desire to work, but necessity presses us all into it
We find more of our graduates going on to further
education than formerly. One will go to England for
nurse’s training, another three to England for
further study, one of them probably in law. One
will move with her family to Australia, another
continues her studies here in Cyprus, some want to
work, and thus they go on their various ways. We
pray that the Christian training they have received
here, and for some of them their new life in Christ,
will prove a bulwark for them in times of trouble,
decision, even in their most joyful moments when
they may seem to be carried away just with the joy
of living,.

The 16th of May saw the last service in the Mis-
sion Church in Nicosia at its old location. The prop-
erty has been sold, and it is hoped in the future to
find a more suitable location in another quarter. A
fitting farewell service was held on Sabbath after-
noon. Temporarily, services are being held in the
auditorium of the school. A combined Communion
service, which was to have been held in the Nicosia
Mission Church on the 30th of May. was held in the
school auditorium. It had been some time since we
had had a Communion service, and we felt especial-
ly blessed.

The end of a school year often brings about a
change of teachers, as some leave and new ones
come. We shall miss the Sandersons next year, but
they deserve their turn at a home visit, and a shar-
ing with you of the work here. We shall be glad to
have Miss Reade back with us again. For new local
teachers with us in Nicosia we expect to have one
of the present Larnaca teachers next year. He has
married a Nicosia girl and they want to make their
home here. He comes well recommended. Our Kin-
dergarten teacher is leaving us for marriage. Due to
the fact that our elementary section has few stu-
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dents, especially since we moved outside the city
walls ten years ago, gualified teac™->g (now re-
quired) are difficult 21...d, « .. e . ility of that
section to keep up its share of the school income
has made the Governing Body decide to close it and
thus we shall be able to concentrate our efforts on
the secondary school. Another factor is that we have
kept it up for many years because of the children of
the church. Since so many of the church families
have moved to England or elsewhere there are very
few such children, so we do not feel we need to
keep it open for that reason.

Pray for us all as we separate for the summer.
Some of us will join later at our Camp on Troodos,
where a summer Conference will be held, I believe,
August 10- 16. It has not been possible to open the
Camp for the past two summers, so we are anticipa-
ting renewing our acquaintance with familiar spots.
A new road, however, may have made some changes
in our approach to the Camp.

Sincerely,
Blanche McCrea

COME AND SEE

It is commonly said that if we meet Christ as
Saviour He will answer all our questions, solve all
our problems. That may not be true for some, but
Christ will do something better. He will lift us above
our questions, into a region which transcends them.

When Nathanael came into the Master's pres-
ence he forgot his problem concerning how any
good thing could come out of Nazareth. He had a
new problem. In awe and wonder he asked, “How
knowest thou me?” Here was one who knew him,
who had been a witness of all his inward anguish
and happiness. What additional proof did he need?

Modern man has many questions— questions
concerning life and death, faith and science. Schol-
arship may help a little or it may not. All who are
troubled are bidden, “Come and see the Christ.”
When we actually meet Him, how trivial are those
other questions. God is made real to our poor way-
ward hearts. Life in Him becormnes a wonder in it-
self.

If you stumble over creeds, well. come and see
one greater than all human definitions. Are you
pained by the inconsistencies of those who profess
to follow Christ? Why consider the feeble, imper-
fect copy? Come and see the Christ, so exalted, so
serene, so strong and so tender, so merciful, . full
of sympathy. Come and see, and then say if there is
any good to be furt: - desired.

— The Free Metnodist

Iri the straight and narrow p-° ft- s

all one way.



THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT AND CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Rev. Ralph E. Joseph
Pastor in Sparta and Old Bethel Congregations

For some reason or another, there is a move-
ment which resembles mass hysteria to eliminate
what is known as capital punishment. Many rea-
sons are advanced for eliminating capital punish-
ment, mostly humanistic ones, but some are sup-
posedly based upon Biblical principles. The Biblical
reason given by most supporters of this move and
subscribed to by many others is that the sixth com-
mandment forbids killing. It is rather ironic that
this movement is gaining force at a time when there
is a general swing away from the Bible as the iner-
rant Word of God.

Perhaps never in history has there been the at-
titude so prevalent as it is now, that “if any concept
does not seem to be doing any good, then eliminate
the concept.” It is good to be pragmatic, but there
are different ways to practice pragmatism, either by
taking the shortest and so-called easiest way out, or
to look at all the possible solutions and then use the
best, the one that is most consistent with the teach-
ing of Scripture and experience. All too often the
former way has been the one chosen, perhaps be-
cause in the final analysis, Scripture has been tossed
out of the window.

If those who wish to use the sixth command-
ment really want to make sure that their argument
holds water (as well as emotion), then the first place
to start is to go to the passage itself and see if it
supports the argument. The question may well be
asked, “Does the sixth commandment support the
position that capital punishment is unscriptural?”
The Hebrew word which is translated “kill” in the
AV is the word ratsech which has the meaning of
killing in the exclusive sense of “murder.” There are
a goodly number of other words which are used
either of killing animals or people, but this is unique
in that it is the only word used in this way and no
other. The same thing is generally wrue in the NT
Greek where the word phoneuo is used in this sense.

When the position is taken that the sixth com-
mandment forbids killing in any way, we immedi-
ately have the problem of the nature «f God and His
dealings with men. If we interpret the sixth com-
mandment this way, we have a God that is incon-
sistent; indeed a God that is psychotic. If this seems
strange then look at the record. In tne sixth com-
mandment He says, “Thou shalt not kill,” but be-
fore we look very much further, we find that God
Himself ordered the sacrificial system which is the
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hall mark of the OT economy. He ordered specific
men to be put ' death, i.e. Achan. He ordered that
for certain offenses men were to be put to death,
He specifically allowed killing for food and self-
defense. The greatest event in the world up to this
point was the death of His own Son —- and He had
decreed that! If this is the kind of God that we
mean, then no, thanks!

Advocates of the current movement to eliminate
capital punishment declare insistently that the Bible
says, “Thou shalt not kill,” but very seldom do they
give any real thought to the ramifications of this
reasoning. The same ones who desire to be prag-
matic here, i.e. the same ones who tell us that the
sixth commandment forbids capital punishment en-
joy their pork chops, beef steak, chicken, and-or
fish. Now if these pragmatists say that the com-
mandment absolutely forbids killing. then they are
inconsistent because to have pork chops, beef steak,
chicken, and-or fish requires killing. The same
would be true of vegetables for tc pick or pull the
various vegetables for food is in itsclf a form of
killing.

So much for that aspect. Let us take this a step
further. If, as is implied by these pecple, the sixth
commandment must be taken in the absolute sense,
we have another problem. This kind of reasoning
would then eliminate the right of self-defense. To
be sure, there is a rather thin line being drawn be-
tween self-defense and murder from a legal point
of view, yet self-defense is still recognized as a justi-
fiable — in fact, inalienable — right of the indivi-
dual, even if it means death to the guilty party. To
be consistent in the application of this command
would require us to eliminate also the nght of self-
defense even though we may be threatened by death
at the hands of an intruder and may have access t0
a means of defense.

It is always hard for people to resist the nice
sounding arguments of the humanitarians, Some-
times their arguments are not contrary to the law of
God as revealed in His Word, but when there is 2
conflict, the Word of God must be allowed to pre-
vail. This is precisely the case at present in cor-
nection with capital punishment, bui the idea that
it should be eliminated is completely foreign to the
Scriptures because God is the same yesterday, today,
and forever.

COVENANTER WITNESS
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IF I DATE A ROMAN CATHOLIC
By Joseph Zacchello, D. D.

During my years as a Roman Catholic priest I
had the opportunity of instructing several Protes-
tants in the Roman Catholic doctrine hefore uniting
them in holy matrimony with a Roman Catholic.

I was not surprised to see Protes:ants sacrifice
six or more nights to come to listen to a priest who
was trying to explain dogmas they could not and did
not care to accept. I knew very well they did not
come to learn about a new religion, but rather to
be congenial and help the Roman Catholic person
solve several problems created by the Roman
Church.

The Protestant well knew that to allow a priest
to perform a wedding ceremony would serve to pre-
vent remarks, by Roman Catholic inlaws, that the
couple was living in sin. The Protesiant relatives
would also recognize the validity of such a union be-
cause a priest, like a minister, is an agent of the
state for this particular purpose.

Though 1, as a Roman priest, could understand
the acceptance of a Protestant coming to instruc-
tions and even having a Roman Catholic ceremony
for the mixed marriage, I must confess it wasn’t at
all clear to me how a Protestant could sincerely be-
lieve his or her faith to be true and yet sign pledges
with a church whose teachings, including marriage,
are completely opposed, and which claims there is
no salvation outside the Roman Catholic Church.
The Roman Church claims: “The eternal salvation
of any out of the true (Roman Cathoiic) Church of
Christ is not even to be hoped for.” “Protestantism is
not another and diversified form of the one true
Christian religion in which it is possible to place God
equally as in the (Roman) Catholic Church.” (Syl-
labus of Pope Pius IX, Nos. 17, 19)

Before marrying a Roman Catholic, think not
only of yourself but also of your unborn children,
since the church will regard you as a permanent and
actual danger to their faith,

All such couples (mixed religions) inust sign, in
the presence of a priest, a pre-nuptial agreement
that says: “. . . I promise on my word and honor . ..
that all children of either sex born of our marriage
shall be baptized and educated in the Catholic
Church even though the (Catholic) party should be
taken away by death.”

No parent has the legal right to forever give
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away a child’s spiritual future. Parents are obligated,
however, to make provisions for the childs re-
ligious education until he or she reaches legal age
at which time it is the child’s right to decide what
faith to follow. It seems therefore that the pre-
nuptial contract is not valid because parents have
no legal authority to make a lifetime provision for
the religion of their children. The Church of Rome
says, “Once a Roman Catholic, always a Roman
Catholic,” and she brands those who would dare
leave her as heretics. Can children respect a parent
who places them in such aposition?

The difference between a Bible-believing Protest-
ant and a Roman Catholic is not a superficial one of
ceremonies and customs, but concerns the very
fundamental truth of Scripture. The basic doctrine
of any religion is how to obtain salvaiion, and the
Roman Catholic Church denies this teaching of the
Holy Bible that says man is saved through faith in
Christ and not by good works. “For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and that not from
yourselves, for it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).
“And if out of grace, then not in virtue of works,
otherwise grace is no longer grace” (Romans 11:6).
(From Roman Catholic edition of the Bible)

Your children will have to believe you are ac-
cursed, damned, and anathema because you have ac-
cepted these Bible truths: so says Canon 12 of the
Council of Trent. “If anyone says that justifying
faith is nothing else but confidence in the divine
mercy which remits sin for Christ’s sake: or that the
confidence alone is that whereby we are justified,
let him be accursed.” You will not be allowed to take
an active part at your own child's wedding in the
Roman Catholic Church if you are a Protestant.
Your children maybe will not dare be present at
your funeral because you cannot have a Roman Cat-
holic service or burial. To them and all Roman
Catholic relatives you are an outcast, accursed,
damned, an anathema.

My advice to young Christian people, now that
I, a former priest, also have accepted the only Sav-
iour, is never date a-Roman Catholic and you will
never marry a Roman Catholic. If you still want to
marry a Roman Catholic because you love him or

See page 16



PETER'S DREAM

by Mrs. George (Jean L.) McFarland
(Continued)

“The junior high children,” said the announcer,
“have not left the island; all children are safe ex-
cept two boys who ar= out in a canoe. Evidently they
did not see the storm coining and did not start back
to shore soon encugh. But it is thought they prob-
ably have gotten on land far from the landing
beach. The two boys are Peter Carver and Simpson
(Wart) Hazelet.”

Uncle Matt waited to hear no more. He jump-
ed into his car and drove home faster than he had
ever driven in his life. He told Aunt Ella that he
was driving up the river road where a friend of
his owned a motor boat, as it might be needed be-
fore the storm was over.

Aunt Ella was worried. “Do you think that the
children are all right?” she asked, anxiously. She
had not heard the announcement on the radio.

“I hope so0,” he answered, as he put on his rain-
coat and hat. “Try not to worry,” he added, as he
rushed out again to his car and started toward the
river. He kept his radio on and knew that the boys
had not been found. He could see even from the
road that the river was rising and seemed to be
rushing with an angry speed.

Part 7

Peter and Wart were still battling the waves.
“We'd better try for the nearest shore,” Peter said,
in a frightened voice.

“Yes,” agreed Wart, “we’ll never get back to the
landing beach.”

They tried again to turn the boat but it seemed
to be tossed in every direction and the oars were of
little use in guiding it. The boys were wet and
frightened, but their hope rose when they saw
that they were being swept nearer the shore.

“We’ll make it,” shouted Peter, above the roar
of the storm. But just then the boat went over.

Wart splashed out wildly and soon grabbed
some bushes hanging over the water and pulled
himself onto the shore. He looked around for Peter,
but he was nowhere in sight. The boat also had
disappeared. Sobbing wildly, Wart called out to
Peter, but there was not a sound except the wind
and water. Wart’s first thought was that he must
go for help, so he stumbled over the uneven grocund
to get back to camp.

Peter had been carried under water by the boat,
When he finally got free of the canoe, he swam,
not knowing which way he was going. Then he
saw trees not too far away and he knew tha* he
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was not too far from shore. He was farther down
the coast than Wart, but the water was rushing
wildly and he couldn’t find anything to catch hold
of to help him get to shore. He swam on trying to
get closer to land, but he knew he was getting
farther away. Then he saw something sticking out
of the water and caught hold of it. It was the
limb of a tree that had evidently been blown down
by the storm and extended far over the water. Peter
pulled himself into the tree, but he was tangled in
branches and water and couldn’t find anything he
could pull himself up on. He at least could rest
a little from swimming and he looked around him.
The storm was passing, the dark clouds were mov-
ing on, and there was a faint glimmer of sun in
the western sky. But the water tore and beat at the
tree and swayed Peter with it. His arms were get-
ting numb, and he wondered how long he could hold
on or if the whole tree would be swept down the
angry river and he with it.

“Help, help,” he calied, but his voice sounded
weak and the water seemed te mock him with its
noisy rush,

It will soon be dark, he thought, and then no-
body can find me. He looked up and thought of God.

“Oh, please, God, help me,” he cried, but he felt
no comfort. How, he thought, can God help me
when 1 haven't really believed on {[Him? Then he
thought of the prayer Uncle Matt so often prayed
at family worship, and he cried out, “Oh God, have
mercy on me a poor sinful creature. I am very sin-
ful,” he added in his own words. Suddenly he felt
better even though his arms were numb and he
was cold.

If I die now, he thought, I'll go to heaven and I
have a friend there with kind, understanding eyes.
Then far away he heard his name called, “Peter, Pe-
ter.”

It's God, he thought, calling me as he called
Samuel long ago. They had read the story only a
few days before.

But the voice came again, “Peter, Pe-ter,” and
it was much nearer and now he also heard a motor
boat. Then he knew that it was Uncle Matt's voice.

It was never clear in Peter’s mind just how he
had gotten out of the tree and into the motor boat,
or how they saw him at all, but he did know that 2
big flood light had been flashed on him and that
several people helped get him out.

See page 16
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