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WE HOLD THE FOLLOWING TO BE TRUTHS OF SCRIPTURE:
The Scriptures of the Old and N e w Testaments as the only Infallible rule of faith and conduct.
The Trinitarian conception of the Godhead.
Faith ln Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation.
Salvation by Grace.
Assurance of salvation as a possible Christian experience.
The Gospel Call and Election.
The Holy Spirit as the Author of regeneration.
Sanctification through the cooperating agency of the Holy Spirit.
The fact of death and hell as the destiny of the lost and heaven
as the destiny of the saved.
That the Church of Jesus Christ consists of all those w h o u^lieve in H i m together with their children.
2 The Divine Right of the Presbyterian form of Church GovernThe Lord Jesus Christ as the only King and Head of His Church.
Thatofterm's
of membership or communion are essential to the
welfare
the Church.

Verse for the Week
Psalm 4:8. "I will both lay m e down in peace,
and sleep: for Thou, Lord, only makest m e dwell
in safety."
Psalm four has been called the Psalm of the
evening. It is then that the toils of the day, the
cares of hfe and perplexities of ourselves often
come. Do you feel disturbed? Do the cares of the
day weigh heavily upon you? If this is true, then
learn the secret of the Psalmist. He was a victim
of gossip and rumor. He fled from m e n who were
hunting his very life. Yet here he says he can lie
down and rest. The secret lay in his knowledge
that his times were in the hand of God.
This same God who watched over David, still
watches over His own. He is the God of peace. He
is the God of safety. If you will commit yourself
to Him and then trust in Him, you can say, "Amen"
to the words of the Psalmist. Only God can give
us peace of mind, and that is possible only if we
accept His offer to dwell with and in us, and thus
we become one of His own.
What a comfort it is to know that there is one
upon W h o m we can lean, one in W h o m we can
find rest.

This Week's Witness
BE SURE TO READ
Reactions to The Explanatory Declaration ....
Glimpses
Missionary News Letter
A Visit to Our Selma, Alabama Congregation .
Science and The Bible
Patty's Trophy
Lesson Helps
Scribe With a Hard Pencil
W h e n Things Look Worst Some Happening
Restores the Focus
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The duty which rests upon officers to maintain discipline and
preserve the purity tf the Church.
Spiritual worship as a divine requirement mediated through the
Lord Jesus Christ.
The exclusive use of the Psalms ln the worship of the Church.
The Protestant interpretation of the Sacraments.
The divine right of the institution of Marriage and that lt is
not to be dissolved except by adultery or "Irremediable" desertion.
The Sabbath as a day sacred to rest and worship
„. Th% £ u t y of ^ a t T , o n 5 i a n d T t h 5 l r civ11 rulers t 0 honor Christ as
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
That Christian cit zens are under obligation to obey lawful auThe right and du y of the Christian citizen to dissent from all
governmental and nat onal disobedience to the L a w of God
That the Covenan 3 of the past
are still binding. WITNESS
COVENANTER
From "The Communicant's Class" by J. B . Tweed

Editorial Comment
REACTIONS

TO THE
EXPLANATORY
DECLARATION
R. W. Caskey
Then Peter and the other apostles answered and
said, we ought to obey God rather than men. Acts
5:29.
In this article I would like to pass on to the
readers of The Covenanter Witness the reactions
which we received to the "Explanatory Declaration."
The session of the Winchester congregation was
appointed by Midwest Presbytery to contact candidates for office, for the churches in Kansas, concerning the candidates' willingness to use the "Explanatory Declaration."
Although we did not receive a great many
answers, the replies on the whole were enlightening and encouraging. Some letters were returned
because of insufficient address, and of course some
were not answered.
Thirteen of those which answered indicated a
willingness to use the "Explanatory Declaration."
Eight of these filled in the questionnaire indicating
that they were willing to use the "Explanatory Declaration" and make no comment. One said, "Thank
you" and one said that she thought all Christians
should vote.
I would like to comment on those who included
comments with their answers. Three replies were
received from candidates who did not indicate a
willingness to use the "Explanatory Declaration."
The interesting thing about these three answers
is that they represented three different shades of
thought.
One who opposed the "Explanatory Declaration" gave as his reasons:
1. I feel that the laws of m a n are
based principally on the laws of
God. 2. In the exercise of the duties
of m y office, I a m required to follow
the general statutes of the state of
Kansas.

I a m thankful for this reply, for this m a n took
the stand that the Covenanter Church has taken
in the past. As a lawyer his judgment carries
weight. He thinks he is required to put the laws
of government first.
Another who said, "No" to the "Explanatory
Declaration" gave this explanation:
I have not found the laws of
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United States conflicting with God's
laws. The laws are based on the contents of the Ten C o m m a n d m e n t s
and in rendering decisions according
to law I have found no difficulty
in feeling that m y decisions would
be in accordance with God's law. It
is m y opinion that the interpretation of man-made law m a y vary, and
in these cases of a few there would
be conflict. But as for m e I have no
feeling of going against God's law
in the decisions I personally make.

This m a n was running for re-election for a
lower office and it is possible that there was no
conflict in his official duties with the law of God.
There is no question but what at times conflicts
do arise. For example, when a judge is required to
hear a petition for divorce, where the laws of the
state allow divorce on other than Scriptural
grounds. W e know that Jesus Christ said, "What
therefore God hath joined together, let not m a n put
asunder." (Matt. 19:6.) Faced with such a situation
what is a Christian judge to do?
This m a n also suggested:
N o w I feel it is important that
w e have public offices occupied by
m e n and w o m e n w h o do have a faith
in the same God that you and I do.
Therefore, I feel w e need the votes
of your church people, and I would
like to see your church laws changed
to allow your members to vote without their being in violation of church
law. This I feel is possible where a
change in the Constitution of the
United States is almost impossible.

In reply to this I would say that his position is
understandable since—from the beginning of the
history of God-revealed rehgion, httle m a n has
found it easier to change the laws of the church
to suit his convenience and desires, than to change
himself and his institutions to conform to the law
of God. However, the ease or the difficulty of any
course of action is no proof of its rightness.
Another m a n who did not indicate his willingness to use the "Explanatory Declaration" by signing the questionnaire, seemed to object to it because it did not go far enough. His letter is as follows:
Dear Friends,
"I thank you for your inquiry
and for the materials enclosed.
Your concern over a Christian
America encourages me. I have been

See page 7
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Glimpses of the Religious World
T. R. Hutcheson
820 N e w York
Holton, Kansas
BIBLE SOCIETY PLANS FOR 1966
The Advisory Council of the American Bible Society at its fall meeting called upon the churches of A
merica to m a k e 1966 "the year of the Bible." 1966 will be
the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Society.
The Council suggests that all participating denominations observe the anniversary by "special programs
of Scripture distribution and use of the Bible, to challenge each m e m b e r to become a more dedicated reader
of the Bible and a more effective sharer of the Scriptures
through personal witness and sacrificial gifts."
The challenge to Christianity was pointed out, to
alert Christians to the threat to our religion. "Islam
is n o w well-entrenched in Africa and elsewhere. Resurging Buddhism and Hinduism reach out for the souls
and minds of men. C o m m u n i s m expends billions of dollars annually to spread propaganda literature highlighting atheism. A sharp decline in spiritual values
threatens to undermine the most cherished values upon
which our nation has been founded. These forces and
ideologies can be diminished by the omnipotence of the
Good Book. Here, within the covers of this Book rests
the all-inclusive Message of G o d to the hearts and minds
of all people everywhere."

CIGARETTES ON TV MAY BE TABOO
O n e platform of the Labor Party of Britain, n o w
in power in London, was the elimination of cigarette advertising from the nation's television industry. As expressed by the London correspondent of the Ottawa,
Canada, Journal, "Senior cabinet ministers are trying
to persuade tobacco companies to exercise a voluntary
ban on T V advertising. They have m a d e it clear, however,
that if such a gentlemen's agreement would not work,
legislation will be put through Parliment to divorce the
two addictions of nicotine and television."
The British government is getting support from the
British Medical Association. The B M A asserts that of
the 24,000 Britons w h o died last year of lung cancer
about 20,000 were victims of smoking.

COLLEGE PRESIDENT REJECTS FEDERAL AID
Dr. Carl Lundquist, president of Bethel College
and Seminary, a Baptist General Conference school in
St. Paul, has criticized the federal program of grants
to church colleges for "buildings not used for religious
functions," in an address before the Minneapolis Ministerial Association.
"This qualification has raised some pertinent questions for us," Dr. Lundquist said. "In a Biblical view of
life, can one separate the religious from the non-religious in our kind of school?" H e questioned whether
courses in such fields as the biological sciences, which
are considered by the government to be non-religious in
nature, can be taught on a Christian campus apart from
a theistic and Biblical viewpoint.

4

"Moreover," he continued, "even if such a separation between the religious and the academic were possible
so that one could underwrite a science building with
federal funds because religion is not taught in it, would
this not free church for the construction of a chapel
and other religious buildings?"
H e pointed out that government contributions to
other fields have characteristically led to government
control, and he anticipates the same trend if federal
funds are accepted by church colleges. At the present
time, 18 per cent of higher education is financed by the
federal government.

JUGOSLAVIA RECONSIDERS BAN ON WORSHIP
The 8th Congress of the Jugoslav Communist Party
has been asked to remove the ban on religious practices
by members of the Party. The motion was presented as
a political maneuver, and not as an indication of conversion by the party executives, said Lazar Kolisevski,
in proposing the altered policy: "The omission of the reference to religious worship by party members in no
way signifies that our attitude to religion has changed.
O n the contrary, party organizations must pursue a most
active line for the scientific world outlook and the superseding of religion in social activity, but they must
not limit their attention solely to specific acts a party
m e m b e r m a y happen to perform."
The immediate proposal was to delete from the
party platform a statement that membership in the Party
is "incompatible with the practice of religion."
Communists, of course, should not be left with the
initiative. The Church m a y well proclaim that m e m bership in the Church is incompatible with the practice
of Marxian C o m m u n i s m . Sad to say, Comrade Kolisevski's position is not far from that of some Church officials: "a most active line for the scientific world outlook and the superseding of religion in social activity."

CHRISTIAN

ENDEAVOR

SPONSORS

CITIZENSHIP

The International Society of Christian Endeavor
has announced its 1965 Citizenship Awards Program.
Entries are invited from either individuals or youth
groups. Individuals must be under 25 years of age and
Christian Endeavor Socities or similar youth groups
must have a majority of the membership under 25
years old. Deadline for entries is February 15, 1965.
Entries m a y be an article published in a newspaper,
an editorial, talk, poster, black and white photograph,
or cartoon. The group entry is to be a report on some
group project to promote Christian citizenship. Details
may be secured from the Citizenship Director of the International Society of Christian Endeavor, 1221 East
Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43216.
Here is an opportunity for young Christian Amendment enthusiasts.

COVENANTER WITNESS

MISSIONARY NEWS LETTER
Mrs. James
Greetings in the N a m e of Jesus:
H o w w e have been enjoying each Christmas
card and each Christmas greeting which w e have
received already from our friends there at h o m e !
S o m e h o w they take on an added significance w h e n
you are so far away from your "Homeland." W e of
the Mission family do wish to express our appreciation for all of your special remembrances, as w e
togethei commemorate the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ around the world.
Christmas is observed in Japan, but it is mostly
a time for beer parties and clever merchandizing
techniques. Probably about one-half of one percent of the Japanese people understand the real
meaning of Christmas. So opportunities for telling
of the birth and salvation of our Saviour are many.
December will find most of us here in our
usual routine. But one thing which w e are all looking forward to is Christmas eve, w h e n our three
Japanese congregations, will meet, at the Eafct
S u m a Church, for the presentation of "Pilgrim's
Progress in the Psalms." Each of the three groups
are n o w busy after Church on Sabbath mornings,
practicing for their parts in the program. Then on
the 24th, w e will put it all together, and trust God's
N a m e will be honored through the singing of the
Psalms. W e are praying that w e will have a good
attendance, as w e are faithful in inviting others
from outside the Church to come and hear "what
God has done for our souls."
Speaking of opportunities to present the Psalms
.. . The Spears and Mr. Pennington and I have
been asked to sing some Psalms on December 30,
for the Kansai Fellowship of Christian Missionaries, which is to be held in Kobe. W e are planning
to sing at least one Psalm in Japanese so the missionaries in attendance might be challenged to use
our Japanese Psalter in their congregations. Please
pray with us that God might continue to give us
more opportunities to present the Psalms in their
purity for worship, and that God's plan and purpose will be accomplished, through our singing
ministry.
W e plan to have the Mission family in our
h o m e for Christmas Day, so w e are looking forward
to entertaining them. Since w e are away from our
o w n families, w e always enjoy and appreciate our
times of fellowship and relaxation together as a
Mission family. W e enjoyed Thanksgiving D a y at
the Robbs' h o m e this year, and had a very refreshing day together recounting the m a n y gracious
benefits which our God has provided during this
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Pennington

past year.
O n e thing which w e as a Mission are especially thankful for is the w a y in which God has led
us in finding missionary housing for the Spears.
Permission from our Foreign Mission Board c a m e
through for us to buy a h o m e for the Spear family.
Their present location has not been ideal for starting n e w work, plus the fact that their land-lady
just recently "upped" their rent. So God, through
the Foreign Board, has graciously provided the
Spears with a very nice h o m e in Okamoto, which
isn't too far from their present location. T h e house
is about a five minute walk from the train station,
which is always a big factor in determining the
location for housing and n e w work, as w e are all
dependent upon the efficient train system here for
getting around quickly. Please pray, especially for
Mr. Spear, as he handles most of the legal matters
and the interminable "red-tape" which is so prevalent here. Also pray for the family as they seek
to get acquainted in their n e w neighborhood and
their contacts for starting Sabbath School classes in
their home.
W e recently started an English Bible Class in
our h o m e for university students. M a n y students
are eager to learn English conversation, and such
classes are an effective means of winning a hearing for the Gospel message. M a n y have become
Christians and members of the Church through
such classes, and w e are trusting that our class
will bring similar results. W e hope to attract more
students from a large university located near our
apartment. Our class of five, meets on Saturday
evening for about two hours, and includes Bible
teaching and English conversation practice. This
contract with Japanese students also provides a
good opportunity for us to practice speaking our
Japanese! T h e university students are, perhaps,
the greatest potential mission field here in Japan.
There are 750,000 students in this land of high
educational standards. These young people seem
most ready to break with their superstitious past,
and are more open to the Gospel message than are
the older folks. Please pray with us for a greater
impact in the hves of these students by means of
the Bible classes, preaching services, and personal
contact.
Our language study continues to progress, slow
but sure! W e are finding that the "chicken scratches" of the written language are beginning to m a k e
a little sense so that the three of us can read
See page 7
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