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Qol Qiue U W<
en
God, give us stalwart men who will not flinch
When pressed about with tempests black as night;
Who will not falter, or retreat one inch
When wrong seeks to usurp the place of right.
God, give us men whose courage rises high
When all the world grows faint and reels with fear;
True courage—born of faith that cannot die
Because it holds Thy sacred teachings dear.
Oh, give us fathers who will lead the way
For little children, wavering and slow—
Men who, with swift, firm tread, from day to day
Mark well the road their little ones should go.
God, give us fathers! Men who gladly toil
At shop and mill, at desk and factory;
Who wrest a living from the fruitful soil
And pay with gratitude their tithes to Thee.
God, give us fathers! Thou who sent Thy Son
To teach a weary world the way of peace,
Build in the hearts of men Thy royal throneBe Thou enshrined within till life shall cease!'
—Kathryn Blackburn Peck, in Golden Windows
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Walk

^Arrouna LjourSell
When you're criticizing others
And are finding here and there
A fault or two to speak of,
Or a weakness you can tear;
When you're blaming someone's meanness,
Or accusing some of pelf,
It's time that you went out
To take a walk around yourself.
There are lots of human failures
In the average of us all,
And lots of grave shortcomings
In the short ones and the tall;
But when we think of evils
Men should lay upon the shelves,
It's time we all went out
To take a walk around ourselves.
We need so often in this life
This balancing of scales,
This seeing how much in us wins
And how much in us fails;
But before you judge another—
Just to lay him on the shelf—
It would be a splendid plan
To take a walk around yourself.
—Author Unknown
The Prairie Ovvrcomer
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W E H O L D T H E F O L L O W I N G T O B E T R U T H S O F SCRIPTURE:
The Scriptures of the Old and N e w Testaments as the only infallible rule of faith and conduct.
The Trinitarian conception of the Godhead.
Faith in Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation.
Salvation by Grace.
Assurance of salvation as a possible Christian experience.
The Gospel Call and Election.
The Holy.Spirit as the Author of regeneration.
Sanctification through the cooperating agency of the Holy Spirit.
The fact of death and hell as the destiny of the lost and heaven
as the destiny of the saved.
That the Church of Jesus Christ consists of all those who believe in Him together with their children.
The Divine Right of the Presbyterian form of Church Government.
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Psalm 57:7
One might use two pictures in this scene. In
of them a man stands beside a large heart. The heart
has holes in it, here and there. The man looks sad
and perplexed. The other picture is also that of a
man standing beside a heart. This heart is whole, an
indication of perfect health. The man's face is radiant from inward joy. He is singing with all his
strength.
This might be called a before and after scene.
The man whose heart is worn and torn by sinful,
worldly living is not at peace in himself. He has no
happy song. But when the heart is turned over to the
Lord, He repairs it. What joy it brings! N o wonder
the Psalmist says, "My heart is fixed, O God, my
heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise." The
word fixed here means repaired, not set.
What about your heart? Has it been repaired by
our Lord so that you can sing the song of the redeemed ?

This Week's Witness

News from the fields brings us interesting le
ters from Kobe, Japan, and Larnaca, Cyprus. If you
think you have questions read the list Mrs. Kenneth
Sanderson sends from the Girl's school in Cyprus.
Help focus attention on the need for a Christian Amendment by handing one of the coupons that
appear on the back cover of this Witness to a friend,
and suggest that he write to his Congressmen. Many
church members are not alerted to the seriousness of
the present situation. The drive to make our government completely secular is rolling ahead. For further
information see "Action For Christian Amendment"
on page 7.
Rev. J. Paul McCracken writes on "The Workers' Conference" in our churches. Anything that will
develop better leaders, and stimulate enthusiasm for
teaching the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, is to be
commended.
The South China Tale on the youth page is appropriate for the Missionary Number of the Witness.
All the lesson helps we have been missing are
printed
this
Witness.
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precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot. I Peter 1:19
The duty which rests upon officers to maintain discipline and
preserve the purity of the Church.
Spiritual worship as a divine requirement mediated through the
Lord Jesus Christ.
The exclusive use of the Psalms in the worship of the Church.
The Protestant interpretation of the Sacraments.
The divine right of the institution of Marriage and that it Is
not to be dissolved except by adultery or "Irremediable" desertion.
The Sabbath as a day sacred to rest and worship.
The duty of nations and their civil rulers to honor Christ as
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
That Christian citizens are under obligation to obey lawful authority.
The right and duty of the Christian citizen to dissent from all
governmental and national disobedience to the L a w of God.
That the Covenants of the past are still binding.
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"The Communicant's Class" by J. B. Tweed

Editorial Comment
GLORYING IN CHRIST
About what do w e talk the most? About what
is our boasting? In what do w e glory? I suspect
for most of us our glorying is in ourselves and in
our own accomplishments. A n d too often w e claim
to have done far more than w e actually did, boasting in imaginary accomplishments.
W e are encouraged to glory in our Saviour,
Jesus Christ. W e can talk about His person. H e is
God and m a n in two distinct natures and one person forever. His birth was the most unusual the
world has ever known. It was announced before H e
was born, and w h e n H e w a s born, by angels. A holy
and heavenly choir sang praises to God. The angels
at His birth rejoiced, and w e should.
W e should glory in the n a m e given to H i m at
the command of the angel of God. The n a m e Jesus
means Saviour. It is in His n a m e that w e are saved
and thousands of others. W e should make that
name known in all the earth.
Instead of boasting in our o w n accomplishments, so few, so small, w e should boast of the
things which Christ has done, does do, and will do.
He went about doing good. H e did m a n y wonderful
works, not for Himself, but for a help and blessing
for others. Sick ones H e healed, the lame H e made
to walk, the deaf to hear, the d u m b to speak. H e
gave sight to the blind. H e raised the dead to life
again. H e forgave sin. H e comforted the sorrowing.
N o one ever taught as H e taught. Some hearing
Him said, "Never m a n spake as this man." The
truths that H e gave have stood the test of time and
the experience of man. They are from God. Even
the Ten C o m m a n d m e n t s had been distorted in their
meaning by other teachers, but H e gave the true
meaning. H e taught the truths of God concerning
this life and concerning the things of the future.
He told of eternal life. H e spoke of love, the great
law of life, love for God and love for man.
N o one ever loved as H e loved. H e loved enough
to become m a n , to leave the glories of heaven, to
submit to the sufferings and persecutions of earth
for the sake of unworthy beings. H e loved them in
spite of their unloveliness. H e loved them with a
boundless and an eternal love. H e loved enough to
die for them, to die for sinners. W e should glory
in His love, and boast to others of it, and of our
salvation.
—Associate Reformed Presbyterian.

THE APATHY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For a long time w e Covenanters have been told
that this nation did not really reject Christ, w e didn't
recognize God nor Christ in the Constitution, but w e
recognized God in other ways. W e had Bible reading
and prayers in public schools, w e had chaplains in
Congress and the army. W e had "In God w e trust" on
our money. If ever there came a time when these
were under fire the church would rise up and defend
them.
The most disturbing thing about the present decision of the supreme court, in declaring Bible reading and the Lord's Prayer to be unconstitutional is
the apparent willingness of a large segment of the
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protestant church to accept this as a natural extension of the secular principles of civil government,
which w e have been betrayed into believing are both
scriptural and right. In fact the United Presbyterian
church beat the Supreme Court to the draw and in
their last General Assembly declared against Bible
reading and prayer in the schools, and also went beyond the present decision of the Supreme Court.
Apparently the Christian church is not going to
rise up and declare that Bible reading and prayers
are a necessary part of education, or that the government in its obligation to God and for its own safety
must seek to encourage the practice of Christianity
in the life of its citizens. There was a time when the
protestant church would have met such a decision
of the Supreme Court with a demand that steps must
be taken to insure the keeping of the Bible and
prayers in our schools.
The church of 1963 is a little church, a church
that has narrowed its activities to an hour or two on
Sabbath morning. Our god has nothing to do with
the state for he is a little god. H e is not the God of
Jesus Christ w h o is working all things to His own
glory and bringing all the works of m e n into judgment. H e is not the God who has given all authority
into the hands of Jesus Christ; he is a god w h o is
content to let his son die so that people might be
saved (not from-but in-their sins) by having faith
in his name, while not believing the things which he
taught m e n were to observe.
W e need to awake before it is too late. This god
w e serve is not the God of the Bible. H e is not the
God that w e need in this hour of moral decay and irresponsible governments. There are a lot more issues
involved than I can hope to discuss in this editorial.
W e must seek to find the Christian answer to this
problem, before w e are swept away by a flood of
secularism that intends to remove all vestiges of
faith from our national life. The Atheists know the
power of Bible and Prayer, they do not intend to allow prayers in schools or any other place in the public
life of our nation. The Bible, and prayer, and faith
are the only weapons that can bring victory in the
battle against communism and atheism; w e must not
allow that they be taken from the arsenal of our
Democracy.

STANDING IN LINE
Have you ever thought how much of our lives
is spent standing in lines? W e stand in lines waiting
for buses, being checked out at the supermarket,
cashing checks at the bank, buying movie tickets.
But h o w often have you waited in line to get
into church? W e frequently hear that there is a great
upsurge of religion in America. Only when standing
in line for church becomes a weekly occurrence will
we really know what a religious revival is!
—Layman's National Committee.
156 Fifth Ave., N e w York 10, X. Y.
Have faith in God! D o not have faith in fear!
Add this commandment to the list of ten!
Let the commandment be: "Thou shalt not fear!"
And when you've said it once, say it again!
"Fear not, for I a m with you!" saith the Lord.
W h a t better place for faith than in God's W o r d ?
Bud Collyer in T H O U S H A L T N O T F E A R
(Fleming H. Revell Company)
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Glimpses of the Religious World
Rev. Waldo Mitchel
Walton, New York
ACTIONS O F G E N E R A L ASSEMBLY C H A L L E N G E D
Dr. Delber H. Elliott, in almost his last service for his
church, presented a paper before the Reformed Presbyterian
Synod on June 8, which w a s later adopted. Before the end of
that day Dr. Elliott had been called to his eternal home.
The paper directed attention to certain actions of the General
Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., recently
in session in Des Moines, Iowa. W e understand that Dr. Elliott had been requested to prepare such a paper by representatives of the Christian A m e n d m e n t Movement.
T h e paper characterized certain of the Assembly's actions as an effort to build a wall of separation between
church and state. "Let the church serve God if it will, but
leave the state to manage its o w n affairs. T h e prophet
Isaiah warns of the consequence: 'The nation and kingdom
that will not serve thee shall perish.' " (Isa. 60:12).
Decisions of the General Assembly
The following decisions of the United Presbyterian body
were cited:
"1. T h e Assembly by a sizeable majority (527 to 313) opposed all religious exercises in public schools, including
prayer, Bible reading, and baccalaureate services at
graduation.
"2. Religious displays o<n public property were disapproved.
N o exhibition or distribution of Christian literature in
public places. Bible and tract societies are taking notice.
"3. Candidates for political office should not be questioned
as to their religious beliefs. T h e atheist is supposed to
be as competent and eligible for public office as the
most dedicated Christian.
"4. T h e Assembly went on record as opposing so-called
Sunday closing laws restricting business on the Lord's
D a y w h e n objected to on religious grounds.
"5. There should be no government censorship of the sale
of questionable literature where the matter of religion
is involved."

"CHURCH JOINING H A N D S W I T H ATHEISTS"
Dr. Elliott's paper refers to demands of the Liberal
League approximately ninety years ago. They sought to abolish all chaplains in civil institutions, all Bible reading from
public schools, thanksgiving days and calls for prayer, laws
favoring the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath, and all
recognition of God in state constitutions. This has been
termed an "infidel program,'' but it is alarming to see h o w
far it is becoming a reality in our land.
In the paper it is asserted that the ommission of any
recognition of God or of Christ in our Federal Constitution
has given rise to "repeated attacks by atheists and others on
prayer and Bible reading in the schools and all other forms
of Christian expression found in our national institutions."
The writer also stated: "The sad fact is that large segments
of the Christian church are joining hands with the atheists
in their drive toward a godless nation."

RESOLUTIONS A D O P T E D BY R E F O R M E D PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD
Pertaining to this matter, the following resolutions, prepared and submitted by Dr. Elliott, were adopted by the
Synod and were ordered publicized:
"1. W e reaffirm our belief that both church and state are
institutions of God, that Jesus Christ is the sovereign
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"2.

"3.

"4.

"5.

"9.

head of both and that the Bible is the divine law of
God for the state as well as for the church.
W e believe in the separation of church and state, but
not in the separation of the state from religion. The
state in its o w n right should acknowledge Christ as
its sovereign head in its highest law.
W e oppose the drive, even in some church assemblies,
to build a high wall of separation between church and
state with nothing in c o m m o n between them.
It is the province of the church to build the character
and morals of the people, thereby making the function
of government easier and the people law-abiding.
It is the duty of the state to encourage and protect the
church in its high endeavor by enacting and enforcing
righteous laws pertaining to the Sabbath and by refusing to license and permit institutions of iniquity which
are desolating the character and morals which the
church endeavors to build. . .
(Items 6, 7 and 8 are omitted here.)
W e believe in a free state and a free church, not divided by a high wall, but as friends under one head
working together in a c o m m o n cause. W e would liken
them to the two rails of a railroad track which do not
interfere with each other but serve together in carrying
along the train of the K i n g d o m of God."

STATEMENT CONCERNING ERASTIAN INFRINGEM E N T OF LIBERTY
At the recent meeting of the Reformed Presbyterian
Synod, a committee reported on the question of Erastian infringement of liberty in the area of civil defense. T h e report
was adopted, and w e quote from it the following:
"Erastianism is the doctrine, n a m e d for T h o m a s Erastus,
a Swiss physician of the Reformation period, which maintains
that the civil magistrate ought to have jurisdiction over the
Church, not only in civil matters c o m m o n to all h u m a n organizations, but even in specifically religious matters, including doctrine, discipline, church government, and worship.
O u r Covenanter forefathers witnessed long and faithfully
against Erastianism in Scotland . . . W e hold as unquestionable truth the freedom of the Church from control or interference by the state, and its distinct jurisdiction, derived
directly from Christ, in all peculiarly ecclesiastical matters.
This does not mean, however, that the state has no jurisdiction over the Church whatever. In those purely civil matters
which the Church shares with other h u m a n organizations,
such as ownership of property, compliance with fire prevention regulations, etc., the Church is subject to the jurisdiction of the state the same as any organization within the
territory of the state would be.
"In time of disaster, such as is contemplated by the Civil
Defense plans, m a n y activities of citizens m a y necessarily be
curtailed in the interest of public safety . . . There is no objection in principle to such restrictions, though there is certainly a danger that such powers m a y be abused in practice
by the arbitrary action of unprincipled men. W e hold it essential that in the use of emergency powers the Civil Defense
authorities be absolutely impartial between religious bodies
and that there be no ensnaring requirement of identification
with or endorsement by ecumenical bodies such as the
National Council of Churches." (Members of Committee:
J. G. Vos, John S. Mclsaac, John H. White).
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD
Kobe, Japan
June 12, 1963
Dear Covenanter Friends:
All our family is n o w heaving a big sigh of
relief, for today w a s the last day of school for the
children and myself until Fall. For the children
that means more play and less train travel; so both
are very happy. For their Father and me, it means
we can sleep a little later than 6:30 each day (we
hope) and w e will be refereeing more arguments
than usual. It also means that vacation is in sight
for all of the Mission. Our family goes to a resort
along the Japan Alps during July. The Spear family
goes to Lake Y a m a n a k a about a week later, and
then Miss Lynn and Miss Faris will go there when
they arrive back.
M a n y thoughts and prayers have been with
the Synod meeting during the time it met. W e have
received word from the first couple days of it and
so are anxiously waiting for more news about it.
Officially our rainy season just began today,
but w e feel that it should be the end of it as w e
have had rain for a month and a half, without m a n y
dry days. The rain has one advantage; it brings
some students to Church, w h o otherwise might be
somewhere else if it were a nice day. Lately w e have
had a good number of high school students w h o
come to Miss Faris' English Bible Class and have
stayed for the church service. W e pray that the
messages they hear will penetrate and some fruit
will be seen. Recently D o n has been invited to an
English class at a nearby high school, and, although
their English speaking is very limited, they understand fairly well. D o n talked about Christianity to
them and to the teacher, w h o after class said he at
one time w a s a Christian but has lost his faith. H e
seems interested to hear more about getting it back,
so please pray that the Lord m a y open his heart
and that H e m a y enter in, as this teacher could then
be a good witness to his students.
A good example of this is Elder M r . Nitta, of
the Higashi-Suma Church. H e has just been made
the principal of his school. This is a large undertaking for he will want to carry out his Christian
duties along with his other duties but it will be
very difficult for the special celebrations are always
on the Sabbath day; so please pray for him as he
begins his n e w type of work. The Far-East Commission held a special dinner for him Tuesday evening to help him celebrate his n e w promotion. A
very delicious dinner was served for them by Mrs.
Masunaga.
Miss Faris has started a women's meeting out
here, meeting twice a month. It is hard to have
it at a time suitable for all, but w e do pray for more
interest from the neighborhood women, in our
church, and that they m a y learn more about the
Bible and Christianity. Several have come to the
meetings at different times, yet the attendance at
any one meeting is quite small. They come sometimes to Sabbath worship, too, so there is a slow,
gradual hearing of Bible truth.
Although it might seem like a minor item, the
Higashi-Suma
church is making arrangements to
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obtain a cemetery. This is necessary, of course, for
Christian burials are not accepted in m a n y places,
and even in a "city" cemetery, the grounds are under
Buddhist organizations and priests. A cemetery here
is not a wide, spacious lawn, but a stone, cement,
crowded, little plot. This one has been located here
in Tarumi, not too far from this congregation.
Cremation is the c o m m o n practice in Japan, and is
required by law, except for foreigners w h o have
their o w n cemetery in the mountains above Kobe.
So a small cemetery of 20 x 20 feet, will take care
of the future needs of the church here for m a n y
years.
W o r k on the Psalms is slow, but members from
each of the congregations have been working on revising the ones w e already use. The difficulties of
Japanese poetry, and maintaining the true meaning
are extremely complicated. Then, there is simply
the difference of language between a person under
about 35, and those w h o are older. Younger ones
cannot always get the best meaning from the old
styles of speech, and older folks find the more easily
understood words very thin and tasteless. Yet they
are trying to find a good level to express the riches
of the Psalms in, for m a n y persons have sung the
present version, then afterward asked what it was
all about. They couldn't always understand. W e hope
for a lasting version.
A new Bible translation is under w a y in Japan,
as you m a y remember from other Witness letters,
and Rev. Masunaga is working hard on it, too. H e
has the books of Hosea and Proverbs. The first
part, John's Gospel, m a y be published by the middle
of 1964, and the N e w Testament by 1965. Another
two years will complete the Old Testament. W h e n
completed, w e shall undoubtedly find this the most
acceptable for our o w n use.
Well, after having enough rain to drown us all,
the paper tells us to be careful of cloudbursts coming, due to a typhoon passing near Japan. I don't
know how to "look out" for them. Just stay indoors,
perhaps.
W e hope the mission doesn't float away, anyway, and if someone is still here after the rainy
season, w e shall write again.
Love in Christ,
Betty Robb
Larnaca, Cyprus.
M a y 27, 1963
Dear Friends and Fellowworkers;—
It is m y turn to tell you something of our work
here. I will begin by saying w e are all well. M y
brother's family expect to leave early in July by
air for their furlough in the U.S.A. among you.
The Sandersons expect to leave the end of June
by air and boat for a summer in the U.S.A. W e
will finish up our school year about the 22nd of
June, if all goes according to plan. Annual displays
and exercises are being run-off now, with the M a y
Day program, and handwork display yesterday in
the Girls' Academy.
I thought I would send something a bit different, than a running commentary on events here.
;>

