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HERE is no limit of time in the commission which Christ
gives to His Church.

He does not tell His disciples

that they are to preach and teach for one century, for
five centuries, for twenty centuries, and then pause to wait for
the restoration of the kingdom. On the contrary, He says that
it is not for them "to know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in His own power."

The one thing for them to

do is to go, and keep on going; to preach, and keep on preaching; for if they do this He will be with them even unto the end of
the world. The commission is universal and perpetual. The limit
of space is the globe itself. The limit of time is all the time there
is. Until the end of the world is reached, the commission runs,
" G o ye therefore and disciple all nations."
—Henry Van Dyke's Brief for Foreign Missions.
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The Ministry of Reconciliation in South China. villages. One day we must have passed through about
That God in Christ is still engaged in the great work
of reconciling the world to Himself is evidenced by
the fact that His ambassadors are going forth in itinerating bands beseeching men to be reconciled to God.
In all things they approve themselves as the ministers
of God in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities,
in watchings, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by love
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God,
as poor yet making many rich.
The following excerpts from the quarterly reports
of our missionaries in South China will be read with
interest. It will be seen that the failure to return to
the field our missionaries now home on furlough is likely to have a depressing effect upon the whole Chinese
Church. A novel experiment in what might be called
a Week End Bible School is set forth, and experiences
in itinerating evangelism are narrated.
From Mr. Kempf s Report.

The School Board made renewed effort to open a
Bible School at Tak Hing for the young Christians in
this part of our field. The school opened February 25
with ten students present. By the middle of March,
there was an attendance of 22. The object of the
school is to give the young people of the Church an opportunity to receive systematic instruction in the
Scriptures, and also training in such other subjects as
will help them to become intelligent, self-supporting
Christians. Our hope is that during the three years
course they will not only acquire a good knowledge
of the Scriptures but will also become eager for and
seek occasion to teach them to others.
We are indeed sorry to learn from the Board's letter
of February 12 that, because of financial difficulties, it
will be impossible for you to return to the field those
missionaries who are home on furlough. Such news
will have a very depressing effect on the whole Chinese
Church as well as upon the missionaries on the field.
We pray that the home Church may soon find relief
from the present distress.
From Mr. J. C. Mitchel's Report.

You may know that to suddenly hear of the financial deficit facing- the Board, and to learn of their decision not to return workers now at home, nor send out
new workers until such obligations could be met,
brought with it considerable of a shock and depression.
Even after having had time to think the matter over,
I am still in a quandary as to how best plan my time
and efforts in view of the serious situation facing, us.
I had so hoped for new workers with whom I could
share the stupendous task of evangelistic work among
men. May the Lord forgive me if I have been looking
to such help more than placing myself in the position
of greater power in the Lord. However, the serious
problem of so few workers confronts me.
An itinerary was planned and carried out in the
western section of the Wan Fau district during a portion of January. Tt happened at a time when the farmers were busy and could not leave their work. In
this section there are many smaller villages without
any special centers. Our meetings, therefore, were
considered rather small by way of numbers, but we
tried to multiply them by visiting a great number of

twenty villages. Meetings were not held in all, but
we did try to see some one in each place to whom we
could tell a few words of the Gospel, and leave some
literature. I think it was one of the most strenuous
trips I have ever taken, but the interest was encouraging. A special encouragement of this trip was to
have with our group one of our laymen who is a native of one of the communities visited, and acquainted
with many in other communities. Largely through this
man's efforts, three men from this region have been
converted and received into the Church. A few others
are preparing for entrance. It was good to see the
earnestness shown by this man in personal talks with
the people we met along the way. Few opportunities
were lost, and many sought, to speak of Jesus Christ.
It is hard to say when we will be able to return to this
section again.
From Dr. Dickson's Report.

During the past quarter we have noticed a marked
increase in the number of tubercular patients coming
for treatment. The ravages of hookworm among the
country patients is easily the greatest health problem
we have to face. Our maternity department continues
to serve the community in keeping down the death
rate from infantile tetanus. An epidemic of smallpox
in towns west of us carried off many children and not
a few adults. Hundreds have been vaccinated in the
hospital out-patient department during these months.
Bubonic plague is now presenting itself as our great
menace for the next month or two. So far this year
we have only seen one recovery from this devastating
disease.
Daily efforts to reach our out-patients with the Gospel through preaching the Word and literature have
been pressed by the hospital staff. The in-patients
have been given the Gospel message by personal effort
as well as during the morning and evening service.
We have found a most congenial group of listeners,
but have been conscious of the lack of that deeper conviction that one longs to see in the hearts of those who
profess to believe. It is the burden of our prayers that
WP may see a greater manifestation of changed hearts
during the months that are still ahead of us.
From Miss Ban's Report.
Our hospital work in Tak Hing has come to a standstill for the present. The newly elected Board of Directors, at their first meeting in January, after careful, prayerful consideration, decided to dismiss the
Chinese doctor and staff, and the hospital was closed
for repairs. We hoped, when the repairs were completed, to get a doctor and go on with the work. But
we found that to invite a Chinese doctor trained in
Western medicine required sums far beyond our ability to pay. Moreover, we learned that it is almost impossible to secure a trustworthy Christian doctor at any
price. There is now in Canton only one Christian institution for training doctors, the Hackett Women's
Medical College, which is associated with the Gregg
Memorial Hospital for Women. To secure one of the
graduates of this school who has had some experience
would require six or seven times the amount paid to
the man doctor formerly employed here. Our Chinese
(Continued on page 6)
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"Can't Enforce Commandments."
A Washington despatch published in the newspapers
contained the following news. The Interstate Commerce Commission on June 22 upheld the contentions
of the Pennsylvania Eailroad that the Commission was
without authority "to enforce the Ten Commandments,
or any one of them." A petition filed by Noah Cooper,
of Nashville, was therefore dismissed by the Commission. Mr. Cooper's petition prayed that the Commission require all railroads to discontinue train service
on the Sabbath except in cases of emergency or for
charitable purposes. Mr. Cooper contended that the
ills of the railroads are directly traceable to their violation of the divine command to keep the Sabbath holy.
This is but another decision added to the growing
list of decisions that serve to emphasize the absolutely
secular basis of our federal organization and its method
of operation. Our courts and commissions are without
constitutional authority to enforce any law of God as
such.

Christless Sophisticates.
So Dr. William Chalmers Covert characterized men
and women who have been highly trained intellectually
at the expense of their souls. And he added this further characterization, "educated ruffians." Dr. Covert
is General Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of
Christian Education. He was addressing the General
Assembly of his Church, meeting in Denver.
Dr. Covert decries "culture without Christ." As responsible for the growth of such culture, he blames colleges, Churches, and homes. "Brains are being developed by every known device of modern education, and
then we are seeing these same brains at work in society,
in business, and in politics without the moral restraint
and discipline of religion," he affirmed. "We are endowing this wonderful generation with a knowledge
of facts, but are not endowing it with a sense of God
as the seat and source of moral authority, and we are
paying the price. We have Christless men of letters,
Christless professors and philosophers, Christless leaders in business, and Christless politicians. We have
sophisticated writers exploiting in books and maga-

zines pagan ideals of thought, Godless schemes of philosophy, cynical creeds, articles full of disillusionment
and despair, immoral codes of marriage and social living." All these, he holds responsible for the present
deplorable condition of the world. Christianity must
supplant paganism in this country if we are to avoid
chaos.

Miss Maggie B. Edgar.
The following appreciation of Miss Edgar WHS read
before the Iowa Women's Presbyterial by Mrs. Margaret M. Willson, and requested for publication.
My first acquaintance with Miss Edgar was when
I was a girl down here at Sharon, riding one day with
Mr. and Mrs. McGaw and taking Miss Edgar to make
some calls on the Sharon people. I don't remember
where we went or whom we saw, but I do remember
listening to Miss Edgar. The rest of us didn't say
much except to ask questions now and then. The impressions received that day have stayed with me, and
here they are.
Her great, unmistakable love for those friends of
hers over yonder in Syria. She felt that they were
precious to Jesus Christ. At that time her work was
in the Boys' School, and when I read Jean Smith's letter telling of her last day in Latakia, how she had
gone to the Boys' School and asked, "Are there any
sick boys in the school today?" I thought, How characteristic of Miss Edgar! Whether in the school room,
the houses of the people, the clinics, in the hospital,
or meeting with friends, she was ever thus. Every
day, every hour brought, strangely blended, lights
and shadows, joy and sorrow, hope and despair. She
met them all with that unmistaken love and kindly
sympathy for her people. "Are there any sick and
needing me today!"
I do not know how many seasons of massacre, of
war, of pestilence, of fear, she passed through. I wonder how often she was awakened at night and went
down to quiet a crowd of restless, frightened people,
seeking safety at the mission! 1 wonder how much
milk she distributed to sick babies! To how many
stricken homes she hurried to offer comfort and peace!
How many shops and prisons she visited with tracts
and leaflets and a word in season! How many trips
she made to the villages, long rides on horseback! To
how many women and girls she read the Word and
conversed with them! How many callers she received
and welcomed! As many as two hundred on one New
Year's Day. The call came to her, "Come over and
help us." She went, always feeling her unworthiness.
She was humble. Onr Lord needs humble people. In
fact, He cannot use any one else. His strength is made
perfect in weakness.
She was a woman of strong faith. In her trying
times of service, alone, banished outside the mission
compound, facing hunger, famine, disease, and death,
who could face it without faith? She was quiet, calm,
never easily excited, trusting and trustworthy.
She followed Christ at a sacrifice and found joy in
such service. She preferred to remain in Syria rather
than return to America to rest. She stayed. She
worked on and met the high cost of service. Our
Savior is able to make even the wrath of men to praise
Him.
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Synod's Action on Foreign Missions.

Home Missions.

In adopting the report of the Committee on Foreign
Missions, Synod adopted the following recommendations :
"With reference to the question raised at last Synod,
"Shall we continue school work or change to the evangelistic basis?" we recommend that the unanimous
judgment of the missionaries at Suk el Gharb be
adopted; viz., "We regard this statement as setting
forth an opposition between school and evangelistic
work which in reality does not exist. The mission
school, when manned by consecrated men and women,
is a channel of direct evangelism. It is the unanimous
view of this conference that it is not a question of the
choice of one to the exclusion of the other, but that
the work in both these aspects should be vigorously
prosecuted."
We recognize the need for schools and rejoice that
they have aided greatly in opening the way for contacts throughout the Island and that now, through
these contacts, there is the opportunity for a broader
evangelistic campaign throughout the Island.
We should curtail education as such and give greater attention to the direct evangelization of the Island.
Therefore we instruct the Foreign Mission Board to
enjoin our missionaries in Cyprus to:
1. Man the schools as soon as possible with Protestant teachers.
2. Rearrange the curriculum so that more Bible and
less languages and sciences will be taught.
3. Use the bul'k of the funds from the American
Church to prosecute a vigorous evangelistic program
throughout the Island.
4. Press forward the plans for an evangelistic program to cover the Island as rapidly as possible.
That the Board be granted authority to use the Mersine Hospital Fund, in whole or in part, for the construction and equipment of a modest tuberculosis sanatorium in North Syria, if and when its support can be
guaranteed from S.yrian sources; and that the Board
be authorized to use as much of the Tarsus Building
Fund as may be necessary for the equipment of a summer Bible Training Institute in the State of Latakia.
That an appeal be made for specially designated
gifts to provide for the return of Miss Reah McElroy
to the field, so that Miss Elizabeth McElroy may be released for the Bible work among women which was so
ably carried on by our beloved Miss Edgar.
Inasmuch as languages and customs of the people
as between Syria and the Island of Cyprus are so different, and the distance of travel so great, Synod decided to appoint separate commissions, one in each
field.
The year 1932 marks the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the inauguration of foreign missions by our Church.
In order that worthy notice might be taken by Synod
of this occasion, an hour was designated and Dr. T. M.
Slater was appointed to address the court on the subject. It was suggested that this anniversary should
be suitably observed in our Churches and mission stations.
Rev. Walter McClurkin, of Coldenham, and Rev. R.
M. C. Ward, of Newburgh, were added to the Board
of Foreign Missions.

The Committee on Home Missions made the following report to Synod. The report was .adopted.
Two papers, the report of the Jewish Mission Board
and the report of the Board of Home Missions, have
been reviewed by this committee. These manuscripts
reflect the anxieties of our times. However, even prosaic statistics and facts cannot conceal the quiet undertone of courageous optimism among the workers
concerned in our report. We have been accustomed
to go back 250 years for examples of heroism. In these
reports, your committee discovered evidences of present day faith deserving of the passing tribute of this
Synod.
Three missions reported through their respective
boards to this Synodical committee. The Jewish Mission carries on in a gallant manner under the faithful
leadership of Misses Annie and Elizabeth Forsyth.
These women are assisted by volunteer workers from
the Covenanter congregations in Philadelphia. Five
regular attendants have been added to the Mission
roster. A group of Russian evangelicals are using the
mission building for regular Gospel meetings. They
preach to crowds in nearby parks, and our mission
staff cooperates in the circulation of the Word of God.
The salaries of the workers have been reduced. Yet
the mention of material want is made with striking
modesty, and cheer is manifest in the recounting of
spiritual gain.
Thanksgiving and encouragement characterize the
report of the Indian Mission. Mr. Adams was able to
report a new high mark in the number of communicants at the fall communion, fifty-nine. New members
are being received into the Church from among the
young Indians. Cottage prayer meetings, regular services at the mission church, preaching at the government school in Fort Sill are facts from the report
which indicate the aggressive features of our Oklahoma mission. The missionaries ask for no appropriation this year.
More serious problems have arisen in the Southern
Mission at Selma. The "hard times" have seriously
handicapped all activities in the South. The Board
agreed to ask Synod to discontinue the six lower
grades. Forty-nine members of the Selma congregation signed a petition to our Home Missions Board
urging that the work go on. They rallied to the support of the Church by agreeing to assume the entire
responsibility of conducting the lower grades for the
next year. They promised not to curtail their support
of the budget. This matter will be presented in one of
the recommendations to follow. In spite of the apparent hardships of the work at Selma, we are grateful to Almighty God for the spiritual prosperity granted to the mission workers last year. Ten united with
the Church. Fifty or sixty attend the mid-week prayer meetings. The C. Y. P. U. group numbers about
forty-six. Dr. Johnston is eager to go forward in spite
of difficulties.
Most serious of all matters presented to the Committee on Home Missions was the problem of reducing the
supplements granted to aid-receiving congregations in
the home, field. It is evident that such retrenchment
is unpleasant to everyone concerned. Our only excuse
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is the obvious necessity of doing something. But fully close the Bible School year on January 30, thus giving
as inevitable as the present situation is the inevitable the students most of the month of February and the
power of Christ. Upon the high common ground of first week of March for direct evangelistic work.
Groups covered the district quite thoroughly. One
reconsecration to Him, those who suffer most may
profit most; and those who are strong may help bear student, Mr. Pang, accompanied Pastor Chung to Lin
Taan and later followed up Miss Stewart's work in Sz
the burdens of the weak.
We respectfully submit the following recommenda- Lun. Another, Chan Fong Laan, went with the Bible
woman to several villages in new territory. Five wittions :
1. That W. J. Coleman, whose term expired this year, nessed in the Taai Peng-Lo King region, two young
shall be replaced by Sam Boyle; that the name of T. C. men, Hui and Wong Shek, going further to Sha Long,
McKnight replace the name of J; G. Vos; and that these Shuen Po, and Long Tong. Miss Chan, a teacher in
men be elected their own successors upon the Board the Bible School, and the writer joined the group in
of Home Missions: D. B. Martin, William Blair, and Taai Peng for a two weeks' period. An entry while
still in Lo King will best describe our experiences:
D. C. Ward.
Lo King, February 26. This beautiful Taai Peng-Lo
2. That these be elected their own successors on the
Jewish Mission Board: F. M. Wilson and R. W. Dun- King valley never loses its charm and wonder for me
during my repeated visits at the Chinese New Year.
can.
3. That the petition signed by forty-nine of the Sel- One glimpse causes one to exclaim, "Truly God has
ma people, requesting the Board of Home Missions to revealed His everlasting power and divinity in His
give them, quoting their petition, "A one year trial at creation!" Streams from the magnificent mountains
operating the first six grades on our own responsibil- that bound this broad, fertile valley make it practicality, beyond use of rooms, and subject to same general ly independent of rain, and it yields abundantly three
policy of administration so far as high standards and crops a year, two of rice and one of wheat. Just now
aims are concerned; and without impairment to the it is resplendent with waving wheat three weeks from
congregational budget," shall be granted, under the the harvest. Oh, that the perishing souls in the innumsupervision of the Superintendent, Dr. J. M. Johnston. erable villages dotting the valley were as ready for
4. That Synod encourage the boards of our Church harvest!
This season of ripening grain is cold and rainy (one
at home, and the various participants of our Home Mission Work by assuring them that the reduction of ex- of China's paradoxes) and four to five plies of woolen
penditures, and the cutting of salaries is a relief meas- garments fail to keep one warm; however, a fire-basket
ure in, the present emergency, to be remedied by re- is one's best friend when sitting in the house or attending meetings, and the hot, steaming rice not to be deadjustments as soon as conditions permit.
5. That the proposed reduction of the per diem pay spised at meal times.
The mist and cold of yesterday did not hinder Miss
for supplies, recommended by the report of the Home
Missions Board, be not allowed, but rather that the Chan and me from walking three miles out on the narrow dyke paths separating the rice fields, to witness
present rate continue; namely, $20.00 per diem.
6. That all supplements to aid receiving congrega- for Christ in the native home of the big general, Tsai
tions be reduced by at least ten per cent, iinder the Ting Kai, who is so nobly attempting to resist the
amounts appropriated last year, (on the basis of mini- Japanese in Shanghai. Today we called at the home
of one of his officers, Au Shan Nin. A large part of
mum salaries as fixed by Synod).
7. That the supplement to White Lake for the pres- the population of Lo King belongs to the Au clan, and
the honorable fathers and elders have issued a decree
ent be withdrawn.
that none of their clan shall accept Christianity. We
want so much to win the members of this army officer's
Ministering the Gospel of God.
family in order to break down the opposition to the
The apostle urges his readers to "covet earnestly the Lord of Glory in Lo King.
best gifts." As we read of what is being done in and
Our evangelistic party, consisting of Miss Chan and
by the Bible School in Lo Ting, we covet the gifts that four students, two young men and two young women,
can accomplish such results. It is one thing to teach was encouraged during the five days of special meetthe Bible in an organized school, but it is another thing ings held in Taai Peng to have seven men and women
to inspire and lead the students to go out and share register for baptism. Here in Lo King, the High
what they have received.
School students have shown a definite interest, seven
"I have been gratified," writes Miss Dean, "over the having made decisions for Christ. Three women regenthusiasm of the group in this soul-saving work, istered for baptism. One plants, another waters,
in their careful preparation, their fervent prayers for but God gives the increase.
the Spirit's power, and in interceding for others, also
We experience something of Paul's yearning over
for their development in giving the invitation to be- the new converts, realizing the power of Satan to
lievers at the close of the service, when we expect de- snatch them away from the Way of Life, hence we
cisions."
are much in prayer for them and also that the Spirit
After reading this excerpt, you will be eager to read may work unhindered through His instruments. Our
Miss Dean's story of "A Chinese New Year vacation group while here devotes one hour to Bible study in
opportunities."
the early morning; then, after rice, when the weather
The Chinese New Year still obtains in the country permits, we scatter in three groups, the men to hold
districts and presents coveted opportunities for coun- street meetings and sell Gospels, and the women to
try evangelism when a holiday spirit prevails and carry the Gospel message to the homes. In the eveleisure abounds. With this in view, we arranged to ning, a big evangelistic meeting is held at which usual-
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ly four of us speak. This is always preceded and followed by a group prayer meeting. The use of big
posters, large sheets of Psalms, and the blackboard
helps to hold the interest of our varied hearers.
I have been gratified over the enthusiasm of the
group in this soul-saving work, in their careful preparation, their fervent prayers for the Spirit's power,
and in interceding for others, also for their development in giving the invitation to unbelievers at the
close of the service when we expect decisions.
So much for Chinese New Year vacation opportunities. School reopened March' 8, and keen interest is
manifested in the study of Acts and in the types of
Leviticus. We plan to f ollow the latter with Hebrews.
Three interesting charts have been worked out in Leviticus covering the book in general, the offerings, and
the feasts. Wong Shek, to whom you have been introduced, fairly eats up the Word. When a student
was telling of his difficulties in getting his lessons,
Wong Shek turned to him saying, "What you need
is the help of the Holy Spirit. I pray for the Spirit's
nelp and find it pays." The prayers of friends are being answered for the Bible School. Pray on with us
until we see a great conviction of sin descend upon
the whole district and these young people ready to be
thrust forth for the harvest.
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simple, and easy to remember. The reading and writing lesson Monday morning are given from a Gospel
Primer. Each lesson consists of ten words or characters to be learned; the reading matter is made up
of Bible verses which teach sentence construction and
illustrate the use of the words just learned. Considering all the handicaps under which they work, we feel
the children are doing very well; and they are showing a sustained interest in their work.

From Miss Stewart's Eeport.
Five weeks of this quarter were spent in Sz Lun, a
district about twenty miles west of Lo Ting City. This
was the first time women messengers of the Cross had
worked in this district. Desiring more privacy and
freedom than is possible in a Chinese inn, we rented
an old building in the center of the largest market
town for headquarters. We had planned to visit many
of the surrounding villages; but because of the crowds
of people who came to us, we were only able to get
away four half days.
We had no seats to offer our friends. Yet from
morning until night they came, some standing for hours
to listen to or ask questions about the message presented. Often there were more than one hundred people—mostly adults—crowded into our small quarters,
and many others standing about the door. When possible, Miss Ng and I took turns speaking; at other
times, one stood outside addressing those who could
The Ministry of Reconciliation in South China. not get in. Not all these people lived in the market
town; many came from the surrounding villages. In
(Continued from page 2)
friends and co-workers are eagerly looking forward to the evenings, we had smaller audiences, mostly men
the return of Dr. Wallace, and hoping that she will who were busy in the shops during the day. We praise
bring a new doctor with her. We have not yet told God for the strength He gave to endure the strain of
them of the financial situation at home and the possi- standing and talking for hours at a time, and for those
bilities bound up in it which so closely touch their who really seemed to grasp and appreciate the Gospel
hopes and plans for the hospital. A few recent ex- message. However, only ten adults—seven were.men
periences have led us all to hope and pray more earn- —were willing to confess Christ publicly. We regisestly that we may have a doctor in Tak Hing. In the tered them as applicants for baptism, to be formally
meantime, I am selling medicine, giving what care I examined later. I was greatly disappointed because
can to those who come for help, and giving advice and some of them did not present themselves to Pastor
direction for getting the help necessary in cases that Chung, who spent a week in Sz Lun soon after we left.
We know that Satan will do all in his power to preneed more than I am able to do for them.
vent
them leaving his fold; but we are praying in faith
The last month of this quarter I have had a share
in starting a most interesting new venture. Pastor that the Holy Spirit will continue the work He began
Chue superintended the repairing of the Ma Hui Chapel in their hearts. We hope to return to Sz Lun in
this winter, and when that was completed he had com- October.
From Miss Adams' Report.
pleted a plan to use the building and help the people
there. He proposed classes for girls to be held SaturWhile in Do Sing during the Chinese New Year
day afternoon, Sabbath Day, and Monday morning. season, Jeanette Wan, the Principal of the Tak Hing
His plan was adopted and Jeannette Wan, the young Bible School, spoke at some meetings for women and
woman teacher in the Tak Hing school, was chosen girls. She said, "I want in every message that they
for the work. I agreed to go with her and give what will see Jesus Christ, the crucified Lord." In conversahelp I could. This market town lies about ten English tion with her one day, she remarked, "I do not care to
miles northeast of Tak Hing and is reached by walk- have a lot of things stored away, but just to have the
ing. The original plan of having a Saturday afternoon real necessities for daily living. I used to have a desire
class had to be given up, but we have an evangelistic for a nice home all fixed up with good furniture, have
service in the evening and teach the children for a plenty of fine clothes and a lot of books and magashort period following this service. On Sabbath Day, zines." "Now, I want my boy to have an education
we hold two services and give the children two periods and, if possible, would like to take training in a Bible
in addition to the Sabbath School hour. Monday School to better equip myself for the work of the Kingmorning we have a regular school session, teaching dom." She is greatly burdened in prayer for her counreading, writing, and arithmetic. For the Saturday try. Pray that she will prevail in prayer, that she
evening and Sabbath Day classes we use a little book "will pray the effectual, fervent prayer of the righteous
called "The Three Character Classic," which is the Gos- that availeth much."
pel story in rhyme in three-word sentences, very plain,
In my devotions during the last few weeks, I had
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felt a nearness of Christ's presence. Then, when the
word came of father's death, I knew that you had been
praying for me, that God was answering your prayers.
Jean Barr came over and was with me when I received
the message and God's grace sustained us both. I
thank you all for your prayers and praise the Lord of
glory. I covet your continued prayers for His near
presence and that this same living Christ Jesus and
risen Lord may be revealed to these Chinese sisters.
They are meeting hard things in their lives and need
the Holy Spirit to make Jesus Christ's presence sufficient for their every need.

Report of Temperance Committee.
Synod maintained her high stand on the temperance
question in adopting the following report:
Liquor.

The discussion of the sale of alcoholic liquor continues to be of world-wide interest. Finland lost her
prohibitory law through the combined influences of the
depression and the determination of neighboring countries to sell liquor there. In other lands, the agitation
against the trade grows steadily, and lower sales are
reported from such countries as Scotland and India.
Prohibition in the United States, though intrenched
in the Constitution, is as live and as dangerous an issue as ever. The Supreme Court now has issued its
52d decision in support of the Amendment and its enforcing acts, and enforcement grows in efficiency. But
the children of darkness continue wise in their strategy
and, taking advantage of the depression and the search
for sources of revenue for the government, are urging
the sale of beer for taxes, for employment, and for liberty. Men made rich by brewing beer unite with men
made rich by fleecing innocents on Wall Street to furnish the funds to influence elections and control newspapers. They threaten to make it dangerous for all
who oppose them, and demand roll calls in the national
Congress on beer measures. Neither of the large parties has had the courage to champion prohibition openly; both are considering how far they dare go for the
wet voters in the next campaign.
But the temperance forces have this year shown a
new determination to have their rights. Against the
wet parades comes the mustering of immense organizations for prohibition. They are issuing their warnings
also. The influence of the American Legion and the
Federation of Labor for modification is opposed by
that of the National Grange and others. Proposals
for a national referendum on this matter without even
setting up an alternative method of liquor control are
an endeavor to dodge the issue and pacify the thirsty
at the expense of damage to the national welfare.
Tobacco.

The sale of tobacco and of cigarettes has fallen off
both for export and domestic consumption in amounts
varying from nine to twenty-one per cent. But the
advertising drive of the cigarette companies still
progresses with increasing appeal for women as customers. The advertising contains no caution against
smoking by children. There is very little law enforcement against the sale of cigarettes to minors. However, the Supreme Court has upheld the law of Utah

forbidding the advertising of cigarettes within the
state. Prominent physicians sometimes speak out
against this drug habit, as did Dr. Stewart at the annual meeting of the American Therapeutic Association.
Such endeavors to defend Americans against the
greedy peddlers of tobacco poison must be multiplied.
In the meantime, we must do what we can to protect
the youth.
Our Work.

As formerly, we have sent out supplementary material for each temperance lesson in the Sabbath School
to all the congregations of the Church. Special requests for material, both from within and without the
Church, have been fulfilled. We have had a part in
arranging for others to speak in the public schools
against tobacco, and have done some speaking ourselves. We find a ready opening almost anywhere.
Because of some changes in the Conference of Organizations Supporting the Eighteenth Amendment,
we sent no delegate this year, but Mrs. Clarence Crockett, of Montclair, who was in Washington at that time,
was made our delegate by the Conference.
Again we wish to thank the editor of the Covenanter
Witness for the excellence of his Temperance Department, for which he deserves chief credit, and for the
ready publication of material contributed.
We recommend:
1. That Synod place itself once more on record as
in favor of national prohibition of the manufacture
and sale of intoxicating liquors, and would consider
any weakening of that stand, whether by modification
or nullification, as a national sin against the homes of
America and the Christ of glory. We expect our people to obey the law, to use their opportunities to convert the lawbreakers or help bring them to justice, and
to keep informed and active for prohibition in every
consistently Christian way. We recommend a skillful
use of channels of publicity, a prayerful use of letterwriting in praise or protest, and a dauntless courage
in taking a stand for right.
2. That Synod also go on record as opposing the use
of the ballot by Covenanters for election of officers who
must swear allegiance to a Constitution which ignores
Christ, however much they may be tempted by an appeal to save prohibition. The exaltation of Jesus
Christ and loyalty to Covenant vows takes precedence
of any local or temporary gain in temperance.
3. Congregational officers and workers are again
urged to keep in mind the goal of a Church free from
both the alcohol and tobacco habits and reminded of
the power of Christ to set the prisoners free. The
steady policy of securing the signing of pledges against
indulgence in these sins should be maintained.
The term for which elder John Patterson was elected has expired, and Paul Coleman was continued as
chairman for but one year. Their successors should
be chosen.
"Our young people are not drunken or dissolute as
some would have us believe. The great majority are
as sound, mentally, morally, and physically, as any
generation that ever lived. I have seen some drinking
by young people in public places, but God pity the man
who on a few instances would build a general indictment."—Dan Poling.
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What We See.
On a cold, windy March day, a
gentleman stopped at an apple-stand
whose proprietor was a rough-looking
Italian. He alluded to the severe
weather, when, with a cheerful smile
and tone, the Italian replied, "Yes,
pretty cold; but iy-and-by—tink of
dat!"
In other words, the time of warm
skies, flowers, and songs was near,
and was to be thought of. The humble vendor little thought of the impression made by his few words. "By
and by—think of that!"
If we look at life through the perspective of the little things that happen to us each day, we may become
discouraged at times and think "it is
pretty cold," but if we widen our perspective and refresh our memory with
the text, "all things work together
for good to them who love God," we
will not think things are "so cold."
Life will assume poise and grandeur
for us.

"Mountain Top Experiences."
A red letter day in the lives of several people must have occurred the
day Elijah staged that "fire-making
contest" on Mount Carmel.
You will recall that Israel, in the
depths of idolatry, had sworn allegiance to Baal. Elijah was discouraged, but God put new courage in his
heart. At the crucial moment, when
the priests of Baal had failed, God
sent fire down from heaven and Elijah's sacrifice was consumed. The
priests of Baal were killed. Ahab,
the proud king, was humiliated, and
the people cried out, "The Lord He is
the God." That was, indeed, a
"mountain top experience."
In this age, when men have the
Bible as a means of revelation, God
does not work in the same manner as
He did in Elijah's time. This, however, does not preclude "mountain
top experiences" today.
Colorado C. Y. P. U. Conference,
perhaps, has a little advantage over
some of the other conferences, in that
we can have both physical and spiritual "mountain top experiences." The
Conference meets in the mountains at
Geneva Glen, Colorado, twenty-three
miles from Denver.
All Covenanters, near and far, are
invited to come and share our "mountain top experiences," July 20-24.—
John Edgar, Pres. Colo. C. Y. P. U.

about some of the people who were
praying it. If they expect the Lord
to forgive them as they forgive others,
don't want much forgiveness.
Sitting in a restau- they
Perhaps,
don't see themselves as
rant beside me was a others seethey
them, and don't know that
middle
a g e d they need much
forgiveness.
man with that cockEven
at
that,
though, we would"
sure attitude of the
city "man a b o u t n e e d m o r e forgiveness from our
town." He had a cigarette, a cup Heavenly Father than we give our
of coffee, a newspaper, and his earthly debtors.
Thomas Hooker was dying. Somelunch.
one
to him, "Brother, you are goNoticing my eye wandering over ing said
to
receive
the reward of your
his newspaper, he volunteered this labors." He humbly
introduction, "The Government "Brother, I am going to r reepcl ei ei vde,
better not fool with those bonus mercy."
marchers. Those ex-soldiers will
God grant that all of us may be
make trouble if Uncle Sam does
more
lavish with mercy to our fellownot treat them right!"
„
That began a conversation which men.
worked from the headlines to hard
"The Adventure of Case
times; from hard times to his own
Finding."
lack of employment; from his unThe above is the title of a little
employment to his family affairs;
and, finally, to his religious beliefs booklet put out by the National Tuberculosis Association in the interests
and habits.
A Roman Catholic who did not of arresting the spread of the disease.
We wonder if we thought of our reattend Church; a liberal in name
and a libertine in tastes; confident ligion in the same spirit—"the adthat "beer prosperity" would save venture" of it—if we wouldn't go
the country and hurt nobody; farther in accomplishing our goal in
hesitant when pushed on the mat- the world?
"The Adventure of Case Finding"
ter of his faith.
I failed here by postponing too for Jesus Christ ? Doesn't it have an
long my approach to the matter of appeal? "The Adventure of Serving
religion and by hesitating in driv- My Lord"; "The Adventure of Living
ing directly to the root of his con- My Profession"; etc. The adventure
science. We shook hands, intro- of it is what I want to emphasize.
If we would get a little more of the
duced each other, and parted. As
he lives in my neighborhood, we adventure of the Christian life we are
may meet again. I hope to do bet- living into our veins, life would
doubtless brighten and lighten up a
ter next time.
lot for most of us.
Whether we have that enthusiasm
Settling Accounts.
which comes only from looking on life
An infidel was introduced by a as an adventure depends largely on
gentleman to a minister with the re- the persistence with which we have
mark, "He never attends public wor- '.'our mind stayed on Christ Jesus."
ship." .
Dannecker, the German sculptor,
"Ah!" said the minister, "I hope spent eight years in producing a face
you are mistaken."
of Christ; and at last wrought out
"By no means," said the stranger. one in which the emotions of love and
"I always spend Sunday in settling sorrow wca-e so perfectly blended that
my accounts."
beholders wept as they looked upon
"Then, alas!" was the calm, but it. Subsequently, being solicited to
solemn, reply, "you will find, sir, that employ his great talent on a statue of
the day of judgment will be spent in Venus, he replied, "After gazing so
the same manner."
long into the face of Christ, think
The above story brings out a point you that I can now turn my attention
which I have often contemplated as to a heathen goddess?" Here is the
I have prayed in concert the Lord's true secret of having that spirit of
prayer. When we come to the peti- adventure in our veins. We must
tion, "forgive us our debts as we for- have our faces turned full upon
give our debtors," I have wondered Christ.
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given by three hundred ministers and Of course we must admit that we
Sabbath School workers to a ques- often fall short of Christ's teachings.
Spurgeon says, "Debtors can hard- tionnaire sent out asking their opin- We sin often in our thinking and actly help being liars, for they promise ion on a question similar to our topic. ing. We have a long way to go beto pay when they know they cannot, Such specialists in religion, however, fore reaching the ideal set before us
and when they have made up a lot of do not always give a fair answer to in the Sermon on the Mount. But
false excuses they promise again."
such a question. They expect far that does not hinder us from striving
If you want to sleep soundly, buy a more of their teachings to In: curried more and more to live the life which
bed of a man who is in debt. Surely into life than is actually done. They Jesus lived.
it must be a very soft one or he never naturally reach the conclusion that
FOR DISCUSSION.
could have rested so easily on it. very little religion is being carried
Some people get hardened to debts into conduct, However, we believe
1. How can we measure Christian
like Smith's donkey got hardened to that the teachings of Christ do affect conduct?
the sticks its master broke across its our conduct, to a great degree. Many
2. Has the Sermon on the Mount
back.
a man has been kept poor in spirit be- had effect on your life? Explain.
A real honest man would sooner cause of the promise, "theirs is the 3. Can we call ourselves ('hristians
get as lean as a greyhound than feast kingdom of heaven." Many have and not obey Christ's commands ?
on borrowed money. And would been comforted in the times of sorrow 4. How has Christianity affected
choke his throat with dust rather than because Jesus said they would be. It the life of our nation?
feed on what he owes his landlord. is easy to tell the difference between
5. Where do we often fall short in
The best motto is "Pay as you go and a Christian funeral and one where living up to the teachings of Christ?
keep from small debts." Pay what the relatives have no hope. Thouyou owe and you'll know what you are sands of people in this land and in
TOPICS FOR PRAYER.
worth. Better go to bed without your other lands have been meek and
Thank God for His Word; for the
supper than get up in debt. Sins and merciful because Jesus taught that teachings of Christ in our own landebts are always more than we think such would be blessed. Thousands guage ; for the far-reaching effects
them to be. It is the petty expenses today are endeavoring to be peace- the teachings of Christ have had upon
that empty the purse. Money is makers that they might be called the us as individuals and upon our naround and rolls easily away. "Pay children of God. We are sure that tion.
as you go."
in all the history of the Christain
Ask God to help us understand His
Church many have undergone per- Word more clearly; to guide us into
secution for righteousness' sake in all truth; to help us live up to the
order that they might gain the king- best we know.
dom of heaven. Every one of us can
point to Christian people today who
are living good, active lives in the
BY REV. PRANK H. LATHOM.
community because they believe that
Topic for Sabbath, July 17, 1.932. good people are the salt of the earth.
Many are proclaiming the Gospel
How FAR DO THE TEACHINGS OP
BY Miss MARY A. Me WILLIAMS.
message with joy because they beJESUS AFFECT OUR CONDUCT?
lieve themselves to be the light of the
Topic for July 17, 1.932.
world.
Matt. 7 :24-27.
PAUL, W H O " K E P T THE FAITH."
It is easy to see where (Christianity
Psalms: 106:1-4, No. 288; 101:3,
II Tim. 4:6-8.
4, No. 266; 24:1-6, No. 57; 1:1-3, No. has failed to carry over into conduct
when
men
sin,
but
it
is
impossible
to
Psalms:
24:3-5; 15:1-5; 101:1-8:
2; 15:1-3, 28.
tell the sins avoided because Chris- 34:7-9; 40:!>-12; 22:18-22.
Bible Readings -. Isa. 1:17 ; T Pet. tianity has carried over into conduct,
References: Acts 7:58; Acts 8 : 1 ;
2:14; James 1:22-25; Matt, 7:12; 8: Many a man has ceased to be angry
Acts
9:1-30; Gal. 1 :15-24; Acts 13:1
9 ; Prov. 24 :29 ; Lk. 10 :28 ; T ('or. 11 with
:
his brother because of what
--14
:28
; Acts 15 :2 ; Acts 15 :22.
24, 25 ; 9 :17.
Jesus said about murder. Many anOur topic for discussion this week other has cleaned up his mind because Dear Boys and Girls:
You will note in Acts 14:12 that
is very difficult to answer. When we of what Jesus said about adultery.
begin to speak about the effects of But we cannot point to these things the people liken Paul to their god,
Mcrcurhis oi' Mercury. This gives us
anyone's teachings, or the extent of definitely.
anyone's influence, we are dealing What Jesus said about swearing, a, bit of an idea of his personal apwith matters that cannot be decided about the taking of oaths, about re- pearance—small, quick, nervous, a
in definite, precise terms. We can- turning good for evil, and so on, have ready tongue to speak. As Mercury
not measure the effects of Christ's had a far-reaching effect in the lives WHS the messenger of the gods of the
teaching with a yardstick. Yet we of many people either directly or in- Greeks, Paul was the messenger (or
missionary) of the true God.
do have some very good ways of directly.
m e a s u r i n g to see the effects of
The teachings of Jesus have affect- Let us first think of this Master of
Christ's teaching on our lives and the ed our national life. We are still re- Paul Who sends him. The Neverlives of others. The Sermon on the garded as a Christian country. One Beginning1, Never-Ending God, before
Mount is the moral and spiritual young man who was converted from tlie worlds were made, covenanted
yardstick to measure the individual Mohammedanism and visited this (agreed) that the Son should redeem
country said the thing he noticed men. The promise is given to Adam
Christian.
According to Professor Betts, of most was the freedom of ('hristians and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Gen.
Northwestern University, religion has here. In his country a Christian was 3:15), and the whole of the Old
had little effect upon the conduct and looked upon as a dog. In this coun- Testament is a history of the preparacharacter of people in this land. He try, for the most part, they are highly tion of the world and mankind for
bases his conclusions upon the replies respected.
the comiiiiJ1 of the Jli'ssiah. The four

Pay As You Go.
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