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Sabbath, January 16. A new commandment I give unto you, That ye
love one another, even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
John 13:34; 15:12.
cfl Amongst professing Christians there
^fe a certain oneness of belief and feeli n g of brotherhood, but Christ's heavenly love is often lacking, and we do
gjot bear one another's burdens, or
j£j)ve others heartily. Pray that you
love your fellow-believers with
same love with which Christ loved
you!—Andrew Murray.
Monday, January 17. Himself took
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. Matthew 8:17.
I think that our Lord must have
been specially sensitive to the appeal
of pain, because he did not wait for
stricken folk to cry out to Him: His
healing energy went out to them before they asked for it. Our Lord never
disparaged the body or made light of
its pain. The body was a sacred thing
to Him. To minister to it was part of
His calling.—J. D. Jones.
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In The Furnace
He that from dross wlould win the precious ore
Bends o'er the crucible an earnest eye,
The subtle searching process to explore,
Lest the one brilliant moment should pass by
When, in the molten silver's virgin mass
He meets his pictured face as in a glass.
Thus in God's furnace are His people tried;
Thrice happy they who to the end endure.
But who the fiery trial may abide?
Who from the crucible come forth so pure,
That He whose eyes of flame look through the
whole,
May see His image perfect in the soul?
Not with an evanescent glimpse alone,
As in that mirror the refiner's face;
But, stamped with heaven's broad signet, there
be shown
Immanuel's features, full of truth and grace;
And round that seal of love, this motto be,
"Not for a moment, but—ETERNITY."

HELPS FOR WEEK OF JANUARY 16 - 22
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A NEW YEAR'S LETTER
This is both a New Year's Letter and an Old
Year's Letter; and, in both cases and above all,
a letter from a friend. It is an Old Year's Letter because we are never in a proper frame of
mind or condition of soul to go forward into new
opportunities and responsibilities until we have
looked behind us and have taken stock of the
successes and failures there and the reason for
them. And, seeing those successes and failures,
have resolved anew, most earnestly, that by God's
grace we will do better next year than our best
of last year has reached and that, God helping us,
we will not fail where we failed before. We propose to learn fully that old lesson concerning the
possibilities there are in "the life that is Christ
Jesus": Abiding in Him we shall not fail nor be
discouraged.
It is a New Year's Letter because we should
tiot live in the past nor be satisfied with attainments or accomplishments that are behind us;
nor should we be discouraged or disconsolate at
the failures there,
but rather look forward that
we may see new1 possibilities ahead, new achievements, new victories of soul, new developments
of character for life-building and for service and
new visions for Christ-like living. So today I ask
you to look both backward and forward—backward for the knowledge of experience and new
resolves; forward with new hope, assurance and
high purpose.
But there is one more direction in which I ask
you to look with me and this look miust be in
connection with both the backward and the forward glance. This other direction in which we are
to look, as you have no doubt already guessed, is
upward. A guide lost in the woods at night began looking through the trees into the sky. When
asked' why he looked there he answered that if
he could find his path in the sky he could find
his path on the ground. He was looking for his
guide star. It is just as true in life's journey
as in that woods journey. We are dependent on
our Guide Star. If we keep right with Heaven
We shall keep right with earth. If we keep right
with God we shall keep right with men. I have
read a saying something like this: If you would
be troubled, look about you; if you would be distracted, look at others; if you would be at peace,
look up.
If we look at our sins and failures and mistakes
from God's side then we are kept from wrong
pride in them, and yet may feel a proper joy
because of them. If we look ahead into the difficulties and testings, the opportunities and the
possibilities that wb will surely meet—look ahead
into life from| God's presence—then the future
will look bright and hopeful. Those wonderful
possibilities will surely be ours in fulfilment;
those exceedingly great responsibilities will, as
the months pass and the toil and love and prayers
go into the planting, increase into harvests many
fold; those untraveled and mysterious paths and
experiences that we see stretching ahead of us

will, in the realization of them, bring us neither
fear nor dread but the joy of anticipation, for we
know we are to travel that way and meet those
experiences by the Saviour's side.
That is what made life so full and rich and
blessed for Abraham. All of life here for him
wfas a journey by his Heavenly friend's side. And
before him there was always the Heavenly City
and the Eternal Home. This world and this life
offers nothing better or grander than that. The
doing of God's will was his life-business and his
grandest possible success was summed up wholly
in this that he might be like his Father in Heaven.
And any life that has Christ's Presence for companionship and God's plan for a life plan and
God's smile as an only-to-be-desired reward, will,
as truly as Abraham of long ago, be full and rich
and blessed and happy and will know that peace
that passeth understanding.
As your friend, I can wish you nothing better
or greater than that you should know the unbroken consciousness of Christ's presence throughout the whole of the coming year. May that gift
and that joy be yours in a continuous and ever
deepening realization. May you be kept ever close
to Him and be made constantly able to do His
blessed and wise will, and may you know now and
forever and forever His Peace.
With much love and prayer I send you each one
this personal letter. Let us love one another this
year with a deeper, truer love than we have ever
known before, for love is of Giod and it is by the
love of the brethren for one another that the
world recognizes us as God's people. Let us put
away every other feeling and love one another,
especially those whom we have not loved as we
should, even as God for Christ's sake has loved
us.
0. F. T.
"Where lies the
Far, far, ahead
And where the
Far, far behind
THE

land to which our ship must go?
is all her seamen know.
land she travels from? Away,
is all that they can say."
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A Hospital Vacation
By J. G. McELHINNEY, D.D.
There are some inestimable advantages, believe
RELIGION IS TESTED
it .or not, in a hospital vacation.
A Hospital Vacation gives the chance to demNow1, "dear brother," do not begin to imagine onstrate the practical character of religion. "Who
that you have a pain under your "clerical vest," is sufficient for these things?" is the natural cry
and do not decide to call the ambulance until you of the human heart when one faces great trouble
have counted the cost. But after you have con- or suffering. The preacher may sincerely recomsidered the mjatter carefully you may decide to mend to his people the value of their religion in
call your surgeon and have him recommend at times of trouble and tell them to have faith
least a few days in the hospital for rest and ob- and to rely on the promises and to believe that
God's grace is sufficient for them; in their need.
servation.
The time for annual church meeting was fast But when trouble comes to this same preacher
approaching. Our plans were almost complete how does he react? Can he take it on the chin?
for the journey. Tires for the car had been pur- Is he able to practice what he preaches? Can he
chased, stopping places arranged, speaking en- take the medicine which he prescribes so confidently for his people? These are questions which
gagements had been miade and hopes and enthusi- his
people may often wonder about, and perhaps
asm were running high.
in times of weakness and faltering faith, would
In the middle of these plans and expectations, like to see him demonstrate.
like a thunder-cloud sweeping down from the
I am happy to be able to testify to the supreme
mountains, sickness dropped upon me suddenly.
A doctor, blood tests, consultations, a hurried am- value of religion when put to practical test. How
bulance trip to the hospital, an emergency opera- anyone can meet or even face, trouble or sickness
tion, life in the balance, prayer meetings held, without faith in God is a mystery to me. My faith
gentle ministry of watchful nurses, strength in God's wisdom and love and power is my only
slowly flowing back again, and then life assured. hope. And this faith makes it possible to accept
and bear sufferings and trials', which, without the
But with the awakening of the body to the new assurance
of our heavenly Father's wise and lovlease on life there came also the awjakening to ing plan back
of it, would be unendurable.
the realization that all my plans for and anticiMy
reaction
was that of the acceptance of the
pations of an inspiring vacation trip had been will of God. That
was accompanied
frustrated and that instead I was to have my va- by the assurance of acceptance
His presence and care, which
cation in the hospital.
was followed by an abiding peace. And I can
honestly say that His promises were fulfilled and
LOYALTY REDISCOVERED
His grace was really sufficient for me.
A Hospital Vacation gives the chance to apBut when I speak of the practical character
preciate the preciousness of a loyal people. A of my religion, I do not boast of anything in me,
minister may become somewhat formal and pro- but I remember with humility and thanksgiving
fessional in his pastoral calls. Making such calls that the promises are His promises—the grace is
is just a part of the work which he is expected to His grace—and that even my faith is His gift.
do. But the calls of the people on their sick
GOD'S SUFFICIENCY MANIFESTED
pastor are neither formal nor professional. The
people are most sympathetic in his suffering and
A Hospital Vacation gives the chance to test
weakness and genuinely solicitous for his comfort the sufficiency of the Heavenly Father. Did you
and recovery. They seemj to take a certain pleas- ever pass through a great crisis when your life
ure, however, after suffering has ceased and all was hanging in the balance? I had never known
danger is passed, in finding their minister di- such an experience before. Perhaps at such a
vested of all usual attire or clerical costume. They time you have wondered about the reality of God.
discover (what he has been so much aware of all Is He all He claims to be? Does He stand by in
the time) that he is just an ordinary individual a time of crisis? Does He reveal Himself as besubject to all the experiences of humanity and in ing right by your side in your time of great need ?
no way set apart from them in the matter of sick- In other words, is God really sufficient to meet
ness and suffering. They even take a delight in all man's weakness and helplessness and alonerazzing him about his shaggy beard or ask him ness and all his heart yearnings? Does He come
with the strength and the comfort of His actual
if he feels like playing a game of ball.
to uphold and cheer His suffering child
In other words, the tables are turned. The presence
in
deep
distress?
preacher is the sick one, not the church member.
The statements and promises of Scripture are
The people are the bearers of sympathy and kind
words. He receives the flowers, the many gifts of interpreted in this way to his people by every paslove. Their kindnesses in word and deed overflow tor. But when the tables are turned and the
and he is enveloped in an atmosphere that dis- preacher goes down into the valley, what does he
pels the odors of alcohol, ether and chloroform, find about the sufficiency of the God which he
an atmosphere of sympathy and gentleness and hole's ut> before his people?
My Hospital Vacation was worth all it cost in
understanding and loving loyalty. Yes, there arc
money and disappointment and shattered plans
gome nice things about a hospital vacation.
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and physical weakness and suffering that I might
gain the unquestionable assurance, after putting
God's sufficiency to the test, that He is sufficient
for all things. That our Heavenly Father does
really draw near and watch over His own when
they are helpless, and that He does walk by their
side and hold them by the hand when they walk
into the valley of the shadow is a precious incontrovertible fact.
What I thought and believed and taught, I know
now by experience. The Sufficiency of our Heavenly Father more than meets any tests to which
He has been subjected.
TIME FOR THINKING THROUGH
A Hospital Vacation gives a chance to think
through sonne puzzling problems. At a conference, a preacher has the opportunity to hear other speakers, to have his soul warmed with the
fire from other hearts, to have his eyes lightened
with the vision of other prophets and his heart
quickened with new inspiration and consecration
—in short, to have his spiritual cistern filled, that
from it he may draw, as needed, in his ministry
to other wjeary and thirsty souls. Biut with ears
and hearts open and alert to hear what man has
to say, there is little opportunity to hear what
God would speak. The greetings, the rush and
bustle of the crowds, the program and the budgeting of almost every minute of the day, are air
most sure to shut out the still small voice and to
close our ears to the message of God as He would
speak to us heart to heart. Most people, at any
rate, do not attend conferences to meditate or to
think tnrough life's problemis.
In a hospital, however, time flows on unendingly. There is little else to do but think. No
hurry, no schedule for the patient to worry about,
no car to catch, no lecture to which to rush, no
address to prepare for, nothing to miss by being
late. Other people carry the responsibility and
you lie quietly during the puzzling hours of the
day and during the silent hours of the night and
think upon the ways of God with men and the
response of man to the voice of God.
You have time—unlimited time—to ask, unhindered by other pressing matters, the questions : Does God know? Does He care? And why,
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if He does care, does He allow trouble to overtake me and disappointment to overwhelm me,
and sickness to bring me into the very shadow of
death? You have time—ceaseless time—to ponder upon the mysteries of life, death and immortality.
You have time—hours and hours of time—in
which to have your heart flushed and cleansed
of sin's unholy stains—to have your vision clarified so that God's viewpoint emerges out of the
darkness of your trouble—to have your soul sensitized to divine impressions, which reveal in your
heart of hearts, the love which your heavenly
Father bears to you His child and to have your
ears opened to hear Him say to you*. "For whom
the Lord loveth He chasteneth."
Through these Hours of quiet thinking, of sweet
unhindered fellowship with the Master, the clouds
are lifted, the darkness is unveiled in response to
the faith that penetrates into the realm of the
Spirit and discovers a divine plan, in which the
spiritual is exalted above the physical and in
which the development of faith and character are
esteemed of greater importance than mere superficial happiness and material prosperity.
A Hospital Vacation costs more than an ordinary vacation and I suppose few people would
deliberately choose it, but the blessings are richer
and last longer. A pastor does not have the
thrill of returning to his people from whom he
has been separated for several weeks, but he does
have the joy of the love between pastor and people being more closely cemented by their common experience of answered prayer and the assurance of a loving Father's presence and support in
trouble.
A vacation in the mountains, with their gorgeous flowers, their tumbling, fishing streams, and
their cooling breezes fresh from) the eternal
snows, is both alluring and refreshing. But a
hospital vacation, if the spiritual eyes have been
opened to look upon the beauty of the Master's
face and if the heart has been made to thirst for
the water of life and if the soul has been refreshed by His reviving Spirit, is a vacation that is
surpassing in its power to satisfy and to send you
forth to do great exploits and to gain great victories for the kingdom of God.

Are You A Beneficiary?
By REV. R.
The fourth benefit vouchsafed to believers is
"Increase of grace." The term grace is variously
used. Doubtless, the sense here intended has reference to God's mercy, to His special favor, and
His unselfish love for undeserving sinners. From
the word "increase," it is evident, His grace is
not given unto us all at once, but in proportion to
our need. In the words of another, "Divine gifts
are neither static nor final." Our salvation is
not accomplished in a moment. We must work at it
constantly, and "work it down," until it is finished. In addition to this, increase of grace is dependent upon our faith. The germ principle of

W. PIPER
life is faith. "According to your faith be it unto
Furthermore, with reference to grace, it is
said: Such men as Augustine, Luther, Calvin and
Wesley were loud in their praises "of this quality
in the character of God." To them, His grace w S
the mpst precious gem, "of all the treasure chest
which Christ revealed to men." Precious as it iV
yet never is iti s once
said
of His grace it ?«
c
i1; s
ken of a
?ftly. Always
P
°
s free and as ml
b y srace
are
^ JX,
ye s a v e d through faith •
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God "
ine Right Reverend George Craig Stewart
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bishop of Chicago, recently addressed the general
convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
held in the city of Cincinnati. He challenged that
church to take as its slogan: "Not more money
but more grace." He called upon its members to
invoke a movement of the Spirit, "that will bring
added grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit to
its constituency." He pled with its ministers to
inaugurate a national mission of preaching upon
the subject of grace. He urged upon the laymen
the necessity of spending a year in studying, exploring, emphasizing, experiencing the love of
God. As a church, we too might find this profitable. Who disputes the need of a revival of religion? We have tried, and with little success,
to bring one about. Unquestionably, were we to
take as our slogan, "more grace" and pray until
we got it, contributions would not only be increased, but sinners in large numbers would be won
to Christ.
"INCREASE OF GRACE"
Develops Us Into Courageous Witnesses
of the Truth
Pentecost was the turning point in the life of
the apostles. Prior to that time, they had been
hesitant and halting and fearfully timid. Aye,
more than that, they were cowardly. But when
filled with the Spirit "and when great grace had
come upon them all," how boldly, and courageously they witnessed for the truth. They witnessed
concerning the Lord's eternal Sonship, His virgin birth, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension,
priestly work, kingly office; professed their faith
in His second coming "at the end of the world to
judge the quick and the dead."
Nothing could chill nor dampen the heavenborn courage of these men who so faithfully witnessed for the Lord. Forbidden as they were by
the rulers to preach, they refused to quit. Imprisoned they were, but they never surrendered.
When liberated from the prison by an angel, they
were told by the high priest that their future
freedom was conditioned upon their ceasing to
preach. Did they desist? No. "Then Peter and
the other apostles answered and said, We ought
to obey God rather than men." They continued
to obey God, and they continued to witness courageorsly and to testify boldly concerning the truth,
until they sealed their testimony with their life's
blood.
Through all the years from then until now,
grace has been channeled from1 the heart of God
into the hearts of believers. Today in Germany,
the conflict between Church and State continues
to rage. There the issue is: Shall national socialism be its religion, or shall it be the Christian
religion? Hitler says it must be national socialism. Five thousand faithful ministers, led by
Martin Nioemoller, say it must be the Christian
religion. Because of his courageous stand, Mr.
Nioemoller sits in a prison cell. He has been offered his freedom upon condition he cease preaching Christ. * He refused to accept the proffered
freedom, choosing to obey God rather than Hitler. Verily, increase of grace develops men into
courageous witnesses of the truth.

IT TRANSFORMS MEN
What a transformation was wrought in Saul,
the persecutor, to Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles, the greatest preacher, the greatest missionary, and the most Christ-like among m^n of all
the ages! This great change was produced in no
natural way but by the grace of God. "By the
grace of God I am wihat I am; and His grace
which was bestowed on me was not in vain; but
I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not
I but the grace of God which was with me."
Our ideal is not Paul, nor any mere man. It
is Christ. But the apostle is a fitting example
of a sinner transformed by the grace of God, and
shows what we, too, can become by His grace.
There is nothing that indicates His partiality toward the apostle. He is no respecter of persons.
Believers now can by His grace be transformed,
until at last they become like Him.
WILL SUSTAIN US ALL OUR DAYS
Here believers do not travel a smooth and easy
road. It is rough and rugged, and uphill all the
way. Ever does the way to the heights lie through
the path of difficulty; and the climbing is hard
all the way up. A mushroom is the growth of a
night, but the tiny shoot that springs from the
heart of the acorn is centuries in developing into
the sturdy oak that defies and withstands the
storms of the years. Thus we do not just aimlessly drift into the kingdom. It is through much
tribulation we enter therein. We are cumbered
about by besetting sins. Our flesh is heir to
many ills. There are temptations that all but
overpower us; and when we trust an arm of
flesh they do. There are farewells hard to say
and separations that are painful. We are the
creatures of disappointment, of limitation, of
handicaps; and are often filled with sorrows
which wring our hearts. But if we are His through
all our days, whatever befalls or betides us, we
shall find Him true to His word. "My grace is
sufficient for thee."
PRAYER OF THE QUEST
"Take us on the Quest of Beauty,
Poet Seer of Galilee,
Making all our dreams creative,
Through their fellowship with Thee.
"Take us on the Quest of Knowledge,
Clearest Thinker man has known
Make our minds sincere and patient,
Satisfied by Truth alone.
"Take us on the Quest of Service,
Kingly Servant of man's need,
Let us work with Thee for others,
Anywhere Thy purpose leads.
"All along our Quest's far pathways,
Christ our Leader and our Guide,
Make us conscious of Thy presence,
Walking always at our side."
—Eleanor B. Stock.
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Topic for January 16, 1938
TEACHINGS OF JESUS FOR
TODAY'S WORLD
Matt. 12:30-35; Matt. 6:33
Psalms: J:l-4, No. la; 11:3, 4, 7,
No. 21; 19^ G, No. 43; 25:7, 8, 10,
11, No. 62; 90:1, 2, No. 246; 103:1114, No. 27-5; Ps. 136:10-12, No. 372.
References: Luke 3:4-6; 4:18, 19;
11:42; Matt. 23:8; John 13:34; Matt.
10:7, 8; 16:26; John 18:36; Gal. 6:2;
Col. 1:16, 17; Rev. 11:15.
COMMENTS
By Robert Metcalfe
An accurate thermometer of our religious temperature is the degree to
which we believe |that the teachings
of Jesus are applicable to the modern
world. Those who localize, in time
and space, the teachings of Jesus
have about the same sub-normal spiritual temperatures as those who excessively spiritualize those teachings.
What an opportunity Jesus had of
becoming narrow and provincial! A
tiny out-of-the-way province of the
Roman Empire; audiences more interested in political revolution, full
stomachs, miracles, endless arguments
on pin-point theological problems, than
in the blueprint of God's kingdom.
Yet almost every word of Jesus seems
directed to all men at all times. His
immediate audience was a studio audience, still from that little group He
was to broadcast a message that not
only was to be heard by the world's
largest body of listeners, but that also
was to burn with eternal heat equally
well in the saint of the First Dark
Age, the man of the Reformation, the
follower of the 20th Century, our
descendents, the citizens of the full
kingdom of God on the earth.
Certainly the teachings of Jesus are
both general and specific enough to
apply to all conditions at all times.
Often our past failure and certainly
our future duty is to determine (1)
how many of our present day problems we dare solve by Jesus' way and
(2) how completely we dare apply the
teachings of Jesus now to those problems. To determine the first inquires
insight that comes only from living
close to the kingdom designer; to determine the second requires courage
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that comes from precisely the same
source.
The second problem first: How completely dare we apply the teachings of
Jesus to our present day chaos ? It is
said that for 1700 years the church
has been divided into "absolutists"
and "relativists." This division was
apparent at last summer's Oxford
Conference on Church, Community
and State. The absolutist doesn't want
to wait and doesn't want to compromise; he demands that the teachings
of Jesus be immediately applied to
the world's problems ^without compromise. It is needless to point out that
he who leans toward -absolutism has
always been openly or subtly perl&;
cuted; that the modern absolutist
rightly claims kinship to the Christians of the first two centuries, that
he agrees with E. A. Burroughs when
he wrote: "The nature of the universe
being what it is, the thorough going
idealist is the most practical man. We
have scorned idealism and we have
failed to be practical."
There are all shades of relativists in
the church, but in general the relativists claim to take a more "realistic"
view. These "practical" followers feel
that many of Jesus' teachings apply to
behavior in a more nearly perfect
state, inhabited by mote nearly perfect men, that in the sinful world we
live in it is often necessary to choose
beftween two evils, and that one can
not yet be the best possible Christian
and still follow entirely the teachings
of the Master.
The Oxford conference recognized a
place for both views in the church.
To which view do you incline ? Likely
most Covenanters are a hodge-podge
of both types. Either view in extreme
form seems dangerous in this present
world; the one leads to asceticism, the
other to conformity. For us CovenanIter young people there is little danger of becoming too monkish, and
grave concern of becoming too "realistic," and too conformed. And certainly every Covenanter youth who is
building a philosophy of life by
thoughtful prayer rather than by tradition, prejudices, environment, fear
of the mob, will be inclined to accept
as fully as possible the teachings of
Jesus.
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All 1938 might be profitably spent
by young people's societies discussing
the other problem: How many of our
present day problems dare we solve by
Jesus' way? Only a few can be mentioned here.
Worship is a present day problem.
Many churches do not pretend to fully
follow the teachings and example of
Jesus in regard to this; Covenanters
tend to be absolutists on this issue.
The relations of Christ to the State is
and will be a burning issue in /the
modern world. The historical Covenanter position demands that Christ
be king of all; most other churches
admit that this doctrine conforms to
Jesus' |teachings and that it is logical, but they consider it too "impractical" to follow consistently.
In Temperance and in the matter of
human slavery, the Covenanter church
leaned strongly toward the absolutist
stand, long1 before other churches had
gotten around to that stand.
In matters of personal conduct the
Covenanter in olden days took an aggressive absolutist stand; in modern
times the stand seems to be emphatic,
and perhaps more relative.
Two other very important problems
are facing the churches today—the
problem of our attitude toward war
and the problem of our attitude toward the capitalistic economic system
as it operates today. For years the
Friends have tended to be absolutists
on these issues; some other churches
have inclined in that direction recently. Resolutions passed recently by
Covenanter young- people's camps indicate a more idealistic attitude toward the peace question, but these
issues still remain unsettled.
Obviously the pronouncements of
our church are rather meaningless
per se. They are nullified or glorified
by the attitude and actions of the
members; so we return to the problem
we must face as individuals; how
widely and to what degree do we dare
follow the teachings of Jesus in our
own lives ? It is no academic question
to philosophize about for half an hour
in young people's meeting, and then
promptly forget it, is it?
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE
MEETING
If there is access to a library, the
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leader might plan for brief book reports on "Social Ethics" by Coleman;
"ChristianSiy and our World" by J.
S. Bennett; "Christ's Alternative to
Communism" by E. Stanley Jones;
and other books.
The leader might appoint members
to report to the society on the Oxford
Conference. Or the leader might prepare a list of the most perplexing
questions facing the world today and
ask members to investigate Jesus'
teachings on these problems.
THOUGHT STIMULUS
By Rev. A. J. McFarland
1. Are Christian people living true
to the teachings of Jesus ? If not, are
ministers or laymen to blame ?
2. Is Charles M. Sheldon's book, "In
His Steps," too idealistic? If so, why
have over 8,000,000 copies been sold?
If not, why do not more take it as an
ideal and follow it?
3. Where- should the church apply
more fully the teachings of Christ,
on the inside, in worship, conduct of
members, unity of belief, etc., or out
in the world in settling the questions
of war, capital and labor, national reform and other world issues?
4. From the teachings of Jesus
what attitude should we take toward
Christmas, Santa Claus, Hallowe'en,
Easter, and other such days and practices ?
5. Could Christians revolutionize the
world if they would apply Christ's
teachings in their own lives?
6. How widely and to what degree
do we dare follow the teachings of
Jesus in our own lives ? Which is more
valuable, our lives or Christ's teachings?
7. What is proved about the teacher by.the fact that His teachings of
two thousand years ago fit into our
modern scientific age ?
FOR VARIETY
By Rev. D. Ray Wilcox
A DIALOGUE
Modern: "Come, come, my good fellow, you certainly don't believe that,
do you?"
Christian: "I certainly do. And
what's more I think you have been
blinded by your pagan philosophies.''
Modern: "It's absurd to think that
the teachings of a man who lived two
thousand years ago could fit into our
modern scientific age. Why, those
ancients were totally ignorant of the
facts of life as we live it today."
Chrisitian: "Apparently your degrees have been acquired through
some other study than the Bible. You

THE COVENANTER WITNESS
underrate the ancient civilizations for
one thing. And it doesn't take a very
deep scholar to see that Christ puts
His finger on the sore spots of modern life. And what's more—He is not
dead as you think. He is alive in this
modern world and His principles are
(timeless."
Modern: "But they are not practical. Didn't He say that the meek shall
inherit the earth? Ha! Ha! The meek
and lowly Mussolini. Th humble Hitler! The chicken-hearted Stalin! The
Japanese and Spaniards! It looks to
me like a bad guess."
Christian: "That isn't the only
teaching of Jesus that requires faith
to believe. But history repeats itself.
Remember Caesar and Napoleon."
Modern: "You Christians don't live
up to Jesus' teachings yourselves.
How can you say they will solve the
world's problems?"
Christian: "That's the hardest question you have asked. If Christ's followers would apply His teachings in
their own lives they could revolutionize'the world."

Junior Topic
-By Mrs. A. D. Robb
Topic for January 16, 1938
THE MEN WHO WERE INVITED
TO A FEAST
Luke 14:16-24
Psalms: 32:1-3, No. 78; 37:14-16,
No. 100; 51:5, 6, No. 145; 141:3-6, No.
383; 119:1-4, No. 321.
References: Isa. 1:18; Isa. 55:1;
Matt. 11:28; Ps. 81:11; Jer. 7:13; Jer.
1:6, 7; Ex. 3:11; Ex. 4:10; I Sam. 21:
8; John 7:37; Mark 16:5; Matt. 28:19.
An invitation to a feast is usually
an occasion to which to look forward.
Perhaps some of you are thinking of
an invitation to a dinner or a supper
just a short time back during the holidays. You didn't try to think up some
excuse for not going; you thought of
all the reasons why you should go.
But from my experience with boys and
girls of Junior age, the meal you were
to have wasn't the big drawing card
of that invitation. You were thinking
about whether or not there would be
anybody there with whom you could
play games and have a good time afterward. That holds true with older
people, too, maybe not in playing
games so much, but they like to visit
with people who have things in common with them. They can talk together and enjoy each other's friendship.

That is as it should be, for when
Jesus was on earth he visited among
His friends and often went to eat with
them. The example that Jesus gave us
while He was on earth, as told in the
Bible, is the best guide we can expect
to find anywhere.
For some reason or another, these
men in our story all began to make
excuses for not accepting the invitation. Each was more interested in
carrying on their own affairs somewhere else. Surely they were all
friends of some sort to the man who
gave "them the invitation, but evidently not close enough to care if
they did make the host angry by not
accepting his kindness. We know the
host was sincere in asking his friends
to dinner because the hour when it was
to be served was se|t and the feast was
all prepared. You've heard it said
that when a person says to you, "Come
over for dinner some time," you really
aren't invited, but when he says,
"Come over for dinner next Thursday," then you have a definite invitation. There was no doubt about this
being an invitation.
The story goes on to tell how angry
the host was when those whom he invited all began to make excuses. And
we can't blame him for they certainly
were very rude. Then the man who
had prepared the feast sent out and
brought in those whom he knew would
enjoy it. We forget sometimes that
there are different kinds of feasts.
There are foods for our souls as well
as for our bodies. A good musician
can really feas;t upon a program of
good music. It satisfies his soul. An
artist can become so interested in
looking at a great painting or pictures
that he is lost to all else around him.
That is the thing that gives him his
heart's desire.
God sent His Son into the world to
prepare a lot of good things for His
children. Those things are ready right
now but don't we do a lot like the
men in this story ? We are so busy doing the things that are only for this
world and forget it is far more important to read our Bibles, say our
prayers, go to church, etc. And if we
continue to turn down Christ's invitation to believe on Him, which is the
most important thing of all, He is going to do just like the man who invited his friends to his supper. He will
turn to somebody else more worthy,
somebody who will appreciate the invitation and accept it. Don't you think
it would be a good idea for the Juniors to talk about some of the things
Christ has prepared for us at His
feast ?
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A LEADING PUBLIC ENEMYGAMBLING
By Rev. William E. Biederwolf, D.D.,
In Christianity Today
Text: "They said therefore among
themselves, let us not rend it, but cast
lots for it, whose it shall be." John
19:24.
Within the shadow of the Cross
casting dice over the garments of the
dying Christ! Who but a gambler
could be so dead to the eternal fitness
of things and to the finer sensibilities of the human soul as to do a
thing like that!
No man who is both good and wise
has ever spoken one word in defense
of gambling. For better or for worse,
this is a changing world in which we
live. Better to face the fact that so
far as Gambling is concerned the
change has been for the worse. It is
true enough that we have advanced
knowledge in many respects beyond
that of remote and even more recent
times, but we ought to be sensible
enough to recognize and to admit that
so. far as moral issues are concerned
there is no reason at all for believing
that the judgment and the attitude of
the past is not equally as good as our
own.
And what do we find ? Simply this,
that the best thinkers and most experienced observers in every sphere of
life—statesmen, economists, literary
men, as well as the clergy, have denounced gambling with unsparing vehemence as one of the most monstrous sins of modern society.
Gambling is an attempt to get something for nothing, the outcome of
which depends wholly upon chance. It
is an ancient evil. At one time the
French government supported itself
by gambling house revenue. The harbors of England were built a good
many years ago through a lottery held
at the front door of Saint Paul's Cathedral. Yale and Harvard both did
the same thing to secure some much
needed buildings. During Revolutionary days it was the common diversion
of what was known as the best society
both in England and America.
But as the years went by there
came the ever-increasing conviction
that gambling is morally reprehensible, and with an awakened conscience
laws were passed in most civilized
countries declaring the practice to be
a crime. This was especially true in
the United States. I have in my possession now a copy of a letter from
the Government Post Office Department at Washington to the postmaster
at Logansport, Indiana, telling him to

warn the two daily newspapers that
a certain advertisement they were carrying had reference to a lottery
scheme and that the papers containing the same could only be mailed at
the risk of prosecution. The advertisement in question was that of a.merchant whereby the purchaser is given
a ticket with every dollar purchase
made at his store which entitled the
holder to participate in a drawing for
certain prizes.
But the agents of iniquity, of course
have never contemplated final surrender in this or any other of the moral issues of the day, and so there
has been no let up in their efforts
to bring back into public favor this
particular form of money-getting indulgence. Over the radio, through the
Press, or the newsreel, and even before Congress the harmlessness and
the advantages of the lottery and the
turf and gambling schemes of all sorts
are being held before us. To a certain
degree, and that not a small one, they
have been successful.
Like a contagious disease this moral
let-down has spread over the entire
land. On April 9 the House of Representatives passed a bill to legalize
race-track gambling in the District of
Columbia, and up to 1934 bills of similar character had been introduced' into
32 States—how many since I do not
know.
How any one who knows the history of the Louisiana Lottery, with
its terrible toll of moral wreckage,
could wish it back again on a national
scale is sad enough, indeed, to contemplate. It was abolished seventy
years ago in spite of its offer to pay
a sum equal to the entire expense of
the State government if allowed to
continue, and now after all these
years there has been introduced into
Congress by a member from the State
of New Jersey a bill to establish a
Federal Lottery with a Grand Prize
of 1125,000.
Indeed, the day is upon us when we
have a "National Conference on Legalizing Lotteries," with one of the prominent ladies of the land as its president, advocating that lotteries should
be conducted in the interests of hospitals, charities, and other movements.
These "other movements" may consistently be meant to include the
Church, for they are telling us that
the intelligent church member can
well afford to throw his weight in favor of the plan.
Some church members most certainly can, and with painful consistency,
for some of the churches, we humiliat-

January 5, 1938
ingly confess, are even now supporting1 in part their work by selling
chances on a quilt and by other forms
of gambling that are no less reprehensible than that which takes place
at the racing course or in the gaming
room at Bradley's or Monte Carlo.
I have head it said that there are
churches where the women play cards
for the glory of God and the good of
the church. Whether this is true or
not I do not know, but I do know that
in all our churches there are members
and many of them who are greatly in
need of a purified conscience on this
whole question of gambling in its various forms and wherever it may take
place, and that we need in this day, if
we have ever needed it, to see gambling for what it really is—a vice
which can never be legalized into a
virtue, and which leaves always in its
trail a harvest of moral degradation
and oftentimes ruin and misery and
wretchedness of the most appalling
sort.
The whole nation needs a renewed!
conscience as to this source of public
disgrace and personal degradation.
I am quite well aware that in attempting to define just what really
constitutes Gambling there are some"
rather delicate distinctions to be made.
Some one has said that all life is a
gamble. Hardly that. But it is a venture.
Nothing ventured, nothinggained, we freely admit. The Supreme
Court of the State of Kansas, in rendering a decision on Lottery, held that
gambling enters in only where "chance
is the determining factor." Now, I
think that most acceptable—in fact,
the only correct answer to the question.
It makes no difference who furnishes the money, or the article representing it. If you take my money
or I take yours, or either of us take
the money of a third party on the
mere outcome of a chance turn of the
dice, or of the wheel, or of a card,
that is acknowledged to be gambling
by the highest authorities both in law
and in religion. But if I win that
money by an exercise of skill, either
physical or mental, run a race for it
or write a poem for it, it cannot'
by any propriety whatsoever, be called
gambling.
I modestly confess that I have in
my library several rather handsome
sets of books won in oratorical contests, the money, or the books repre
senting money, having been put up bv
the College in which I w a s a s t
dent at the time. Would it have made
any difference in principle had the
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contestants put up the prize themselves so long as the decision was to
rest upon excellence upon the athleitc
field, or in the class room, or in the
forum ?
As to whether or not you can afford to pay your share of the money
in case you are outclassed deals with
an entirely different principle. The
same thing is true of buying stocks
on margin. If buying stocks is legitimate at all, then buying on margin
means only that you borrow the money at the usual rate of interest to
make the purchase. Whether you are
able to pay that loan, or the neces-sary part of it, in case the market
fluctuates to your disadvantage is another matter. You are a fool to make
the loan if you can't.
If you want to invest in a share of
Woolworth because it pays a good dividend and you believe it is a good stock
to buy I know of no other place to
buy it than on the market. And if
after a lapse of time that stock becomes more valuable than it was when
you first bought it and you sell at a
profit, I hardly think it can justly be
said that you are a gambler any more
than if you buy a lot in Palm Beach
and sell it for more than you paid for
it. Certainly if your good wife thinks
beans are going up and she buys a few
cans at present market price you would
not think of putting her under the
condemnation of a gambler.
We come back, therefore, to our
original definition that "where chance
is the sole determining factor" we
have gambling without a question.
Still there are those who think the
matter worthy of argument.
1. There is, of course, the senseless
argument that men always have gambled and always will gamble; why not,
therefore, make the best of a thing
that can't be helped? Legalize it, license it, and tax it, as we do the liquor traffic for the revenue it will turn
into the coffers of the municipality,
the State, and the Nation.
To argue this is a waste of words.
With equal propriety the same thing
could be said of every other criminal
thing however base and baneful it
may be.
2. There is the age-long argument
from the stand-point of Personal Liberty—a man's right to do as he
pleases.
But a man has no right to do anything that works injury to another
man. To contend otherwise is to be-,
come sponsor for a type of ethics that
is altogether un-manly, un-American,
and un-Christian.

3. There is the argument from the
Economic standpoint. We need revenue and here is a way to get it.
Here is a new road to prosperity.
The repealists told us we could drink
our way to it; and now the same class
of people are telling us we can gamble our way to it. But where is the
nation, the State, or the community
that has ever done it? As if a thing
that is morally wrong could be economically sound!
The Representative from New Jersey said of the Lottery Bill he introduced into Congress, "This is not a
moral matter; economics only enter
in." But it is a moral matter, and for
the professing Christian, if he has
the slightest regard for the profession he has made, a thing that is
morally unsound can never be made to
appear right, even though the economic argument in its favor seems to
be altogether sound—which it is not.
AND AGAINST THIS DEADLY
VICE I BRING A SIX FOLD
CHARGE:
1. Its fundamental concept is at war
with honest industry which is always
based upon a fair exchange of value.
Even a buzzard earns the right to
live by cleansing the land of putrefaction, but a gambler, seeing a chance
to win something for nothing, loses
all love and all incentive for honorable industry.
What use t ostand behind the counter, or trudge the field in summer
sun when at the gaming table he may
possibly win at a single stake the
salary for a year!
2. It totally unfits a man for honest occupation and profession.
It is an unhealthy stimulant. The
mind and the imagination are absorbed in the thrill of a possible winning play. The gambling student finds
his appointed book work disgusting
slavery. The gambling mechanic has
no love for his labor. He is unreliable
and untrustworthy.
Proper excitement is legitimate, but
any indulgence that so gratifies a
passion as to hurl it back in such
terrific nervous and mind-consuming
reaction is a wicked perversion of one
of the most powerful and healthy elements of human nature.
3. It is a source of dishonesty.
I refer not so much to the dishonesty that often takes place in the
game itself, but to that which goes
before it. Reliable figures tell us that
90 per cent of the defalcations, and
theft, and ruin of youth among people
who are employed in places of trust
is due directly to gambling.

The young will filch money from
his father's pocket; the clerk will visit
his employer's till; the cashier will
empty the banker's vault, and there is
no wickedness to which it will not
stoop to procure the money to satisfy
the merciless appetite that hardens
and hurries the thorough-paced gamester on to wretchedness and irreparable ruin.
4. It is a gross violation of the Second Great Commandment to "love
your neighbor as yourself."
The gambler to enrich himself is
willing to make another man poor.
You may call that sportsmanship; I
call it the very opposite. Over 90
per cent of those who gamble are losers. "It has been estimated that at
least 2,500,000 people in America bet
on the races each day of the year
and that each one bets an average of
twenty dollars." If you want to know
how Pari mutuel race courses, with
or without a totalizator, are manipulated, read in "Real America," "You
Can't Beat 'em," by Frank Menke.
Herbert Spencer, in his "Study on
Sociology," has well said, "The happiness of the winner involves the misery
of the loser." Monte Carlo is famous as
a health resort but infamous as a legalized gambling place, and here, we
are told, suicides by those who have
lost at the gaming tables average at
least one a week.
You may say, "The other man is
willing; he goes in with open eyes and
takes his chance." But this does not
make your part in taking his money
any more manly or upright. The duellist is willing to be killed but this
makes the killing none the less reprehensible.
5. It is a violation of a sacred
trust.
A man doesn't really own anything.
What he has has been given him as
a sacred trust from God for holy and
honorable purposes, and he has no
more right to gamble with it than
has a trustee a right to gamble with
funds entrusted to him for the care of
orphans and the aged.
6. Sixth, and finally, it is a sin in
itself—per se.
If two men in a duel agree to shoot
at each other until one or the other
drops dead, does that make the successful shooter any the less a murderer. And if two men agree to take
each other's money by the turn of a
coin, or any other method where
"chance is the determining factor,''
does that make the winner any less
guilty of securing money by the im-

