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THE FLAG OF THE CROSS

BY H. H. SMITH.

ANY of our readers—but not all perhaps—are ac-
quainted with the following mnaval custom:
“There is one flag, and but one in the world, which can
ever fly over the Stars and Stripes. That is the flag
of the Christian Cross—a white flag on a blue field—
which is flown every Sabbath morning on shipboard
at the hour of divine service. The national standard
‘comes down ; the flag of the Cross goes up the halyards,
-and the Stars and Stripes ascend again to the place
just beneath the emblem of worship.”
Our sailors and soldiers are taught great veneration

for the Stars and Stripes, and this custom of elevating*

the flag of the Cross above the flag of the country has
no doubt impressed them with the incomparable value
-of the religious truths for which the Cross stands.

' The Cross stands for justice and good will toward
all mankind, and the daily practice of the golden rule.
}The observance of these tenets of the Christian faith
jby all nations would mean the abolishment of war
‘from the earth. The present trouble in Manchuria has
irevealed a fine spirit among the Chinese and Japanese
Christians of the countries involved. A telegr.am sent
by the Federation of Chinese Churches of Peiping to
the National Christian Council of Japan says: “Whole
Chinese nation greatly disturbed by present Manchu_r-
ijan situation. Chinese Christians appeal to the Chris-
tians of Japan to make common cause advocating that
‘their respective governments take peaceful means to
settle Chinese-Japanese questions, preserving friend-
ship between two neighboring peoples.” '

< Let China and Japan become thoroughly Christian,
aﬁd war between them would be impossible. The same
would be true of every other country. Wars have oc-
fourred because even the most moral and religious coun-

p ries of the world have not always acted toward each

1 . .
‘other in a thoroughly Christian manner. These Chinese

and Japanese Christians give every evidence of being
true Christians when, in such a trying erisis, they make
an urgent appeal that “peaceful means” be employed
to settle the vexed questions, and thus “preserve friend-
ship” between the two nations. That is the spirit of
Christianity.

The flag of the Cross stands for the sacredness of
man—every man. A thoughtful writer has said: “Jesus
brought the idea of the sacredness of man to the world
when He became man; He exalted humanity. Tacitus
tells us that because a slave killed his master, 600 in-
nocent slaves were killed. Plutarch says Flaminius
put a slave to death for the entertainment of his friend
who had never witnessed a death scene, and Pollio, the
stoic, fed his fishes with the limbs of his slaves.”

Westminster Abbey holds the dust of a man whom
England delights to honor, because he believed in the
sacredness of man—even the African savage. It was
not solely as an explorer and geographer that England
honored David Livingstone. His zeal and sacrificial
labors in behalf of the oppressed savages of the Dark
Continent, who were hunted like wild beasts and sold
into the most barbaric forms of slavery, touched the
hearts of his countrymen. In every African native,
however vile and degraded in the sight of civilized
man, Livingstone saw a brother man. There is no
puzzle as to why this man of such eminent talents sac-
rificed his life for the benighted tribes of Africa. He
knew Jesus Christ and all the Cross stands for. “I am
a missionary, heart and soul,” he said. “God had an
only Son and He was a missionary and physician. A
poor, poor imitation of Him I am, or wish to be. In
this service I hope to live; in it T wish to die.”

Let us pray that “the flag of the Cross may fly above
the flags of all nations, and that He whose conquering
sign it ijs may rule the earth.”
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Our Nicosia School For Girls.

American Academy for Girls,
November 16, 1931.
To the Women of the
Covenanter Church,
Dear Friends:

I am writing to you because the
Girls’ School in Nicosia ix your
school. You have made it possible
by wvour support. Whether due to
modesty or because they are too
busy, I feel your representatives
have not kept you fully informed of
the work that is being done here. I
am amazed myself at the quality
and quantity of it, and 1 feel im-
pelled to pass on to you some per-
tinent facts about your school which
I have learned since coming here,

As yon know, the school was started
in 1922 by Miss Lola Weir and Miss
Ada Wilson, capable, efficient, and
consecrated missionaries. The school
was founded that an opportunity
might be provided for teaching the
Bible and doing evangelistic work.
Those standards are the same today
as then. A start was made in a rent-
ed building with 8 pupils. Today,
there are 124 pupils, including 8
boarders; and the same huilding is
in use.

A moderately lavge fee is charged
and the school is absolutely self-sup-
porting, with the exception of the
salaries you pav to the American
teachers. This year the salaries of
13 teachers out of 15, wages of two
servants, overhead expenses, includ-
ing rent of %750, and expenses of
the boarding department for 14 peo-
ple, will be paid from fees received.
Also a goodly sum is being put aside
each vear towards a new building
which is badly needed.

The school 18 unigque in the respect
that it draws many girls from the in-
telligentsia of the Island. In order
to insure pupils coming, there must
be a really good school—one that
will compare favorably with other
schools of the Island. For this rea-
son, many other subjects must he
taught. Although the language of the
school 1s English, ax we have (reek,
Armenian, and Turkish girls, those
languages must be taught; and be-
cause French is a very popular lan-
guage, there must be a French teach-
er if the school is to be kept up to
standard.

All of these teachers ave paid from
fees received. They are all earnest,
conscientious teachers, giving every
evidence of Christian character and
conduet, although all are mnot Pro-
testants. Somce are members of onr
own Church in Nicosia.

The girls range from kindergarten
age to fourth form, which corre-

sponds to third year high school at
home. They are eager to learn, re-
sponsive, diligent students, and as
lovable as they can be.

This, then, is the foundation for
Bible teaching. From first year to
last a girl would be in the school 13
vears. Some are here that long.
Most of them are here at least five
vears, and every vear every pupil
has a course in Bible study one hour
every day, and she must learn by
heart five Bible verses a week.
When a girl is here for the Jast five
vears only, she has committed to
memory 750 Bible verses. At the
end of each semester, she has to take
an examination in thix memory work.
Who can estimate the power and in-
fluence of that mauy Bible verses
committed to memory? This pupil
has had one year’s course—one hour
a day—in Old Testament History;
one vear’s course—one hour a day—
in the Life of Christ; one year’s
course—one hour a day—in the
Apostolic Leaders; and one year's
course—one hour a day—in individ-
ual book study—i. e., Mark, He-
brews, or other books. The senior
class has a year’'s work—two hours
a week—in Pilgrim’s Progress, and
a one vear's course—two hours a
week—in Christian Life and Con-
duct. In the latter course, Miss Me-
Crea has started an experimental
class once a week, in which each
eirl brings in a child off the street
and a class similar to the Daily Va-
cation Bible work at home i1s con-
ducted for their benefit. The girls
are much interested in this class.
Then there are courses in Pleasures
of Life; What a Young Girl Ought
to Know; and What a Young Wom-
an Ought to Know: the two latter
by Dr. Mary Wood Allen, the
world’s superintendent of the purity
department of the W. €. T. U. Thevre
are many opportunities for teachine
the Bible in these courses. All the
Bible and these other courses men-
tioned. with the exeception of Pleas-
ures of Life, are taught by your mis-
sionaries.

There are, of course, chapel exer-
¢ises every morning, and in the eve-
ning, boarders and resident teachers
gather for cvening worship.  On
Nabbath, the  boarders—eight  in
numher—attend our (‘ovenanter
Sabbath School and Churell serviees,
On Sabbath afternoon there are jun-
ior and senior Y. W. (', A Societies,
which arve distinetly veligious 1In
their character. In the evening
there is the Young People's Society.
This latter is not compulsory for the
hoarders.

No one graduates from the school
who has not heen offered an oppor-

tunity to accept Christ as her only
Mediator. The girls have been
taught the truth and the whole truth
as it is in Christ Jesus. They are
taught what the application of the
principles of Jesus to daily living
means. They know the truth. There
are many evidences of changed lives.
There is no doubt that the school
exercises a very great influence on
the lives of these girls.

In Miss McCrea, you have a most
efficient and devoted directress who
vields to no one a jot or tittle of her
principles. She is on her job all the
time. I wish vou could sit where 1
do each morning and look into the
bright, interested faces of these girls.
You would be just as enthusiastre
as T am, T know.

I shall he glad to answer any ques-
tions any of you may be disposed
to ask about this work.

Yours in His service,
ALsry J. Mc(C'ARROLL.

Further News From Man-
churia.

Tsitsihar, Manchuria,
Novemher 24, 1931,

Dear Friends in the Home Church:

No doubt the newspapers in the
U. S. A. have reported some of the
events in this part of the world. The
readers of the (Covenanter Witness
may be interested, however, in a
short account of what has been go-
Ing on in our own Manchurian field.

On November 14, we received a
telegram from the American Consu-
late in Harbin advising us to leave
Tsitsihar as soon as possible and to
go either to Harbin or to Angangki,
the latter being the town on the Chi-
nese Bastern (Traus-Siberian) Rail-
way which conneets by a branch line
with Tsitsihar, and about 15 miles
from this ecity. It was too late to
vo that evening, so we deeided, some-
what reluctantly, to go the next day.
‘We did not wish to leave, on account
of the expense, trouble, and inter-
ruption in our langnage study, but
decided it would be best to follow
the advice of the consulate. The
three ladies and Mrs. Shue, a Chris-
tian, wife of the postmaster of Tsi-
tsihar, went to Harbin and are still
there. The writer went to Angang-
ki hoping to be able to return to Tsi-
tsihar in a day or two. He took up
his abode in a Russian-Jewish hotel
in Angangki. Herve he also had an
opportunity to present the (ospel
message to some Jews. The pro-
prietor is an old man, unable to read
because his eyes ave almost blind
with eataracts. He is very familiar

(Continued on page 13)
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En Avant!

An evil course, if persisted in, has a tendency to
blind the eyes of those who pursue it, blind their eyes
to its evil character. Many otherwise excellent gentle-
men, having been for long time addicted to the use of
tobaceo, truthfully declare they can see no harm in the
habit. Many otherwise kindly and even philanthropic
men, served from childhood by slave labor, knowing
no better, no other economic system than that based
on slavery, regarded slavery as a divine institution,
and as such defended it with their logic and their lives.
That no war was ever justified is a statement repeat-
edly made in these days of spreading pacifism. Itis a
statement difficult to prove in the light of the Biblical
narrative. But the vehemence and the extravagance
of the statement are easily understood. War came to
be, not a method, but practically the method of settling
international difficulties, the method readily resorted
to while vet but little or no effort had been put forth
to arrive‘ at an amicable settlement. And war, fchu.s
lightly declared, rapidly became what Sherman said 1't
was. Yet war, even such warfare, had its Bernhardi.
And Bernhardi had his forerunners and has his fol-
lowers, his teachers and his disciples. Thg Nayy
League is still operative. An evil course, persisted in,
makes blind to its evil echaracter those who pursue it.

Blindness to the character of the course we pursue
will not alter the logic of events. Each path in life
leads in a well defined direction. The 1011ger we tl_'avel
any given path the nearer we approach its terminus.
If the road leads down-hill, we may stop before we
reach the pit into which it would eventually lead us,
but, having journeyed down-hill, we 'need not be sur-
prised to discover that we have arrived at low alti-
tudes. . )

We have conducted the education of our public
school system on a hasis that is largely secular. I.n a
large measure, We have banished the study f)f the Bible
from our schools. In many of them, it is not even
read. And we ave reaping the n.ajcural fruit of suc‘h a
course in the character of our ecitizenry. Thank God,
there is an awakening on the part of many to t}}e dan-

ep of the coursé we have been pursuing in thlg ma‘t_
fer and a growing demand for Christian teaching in

our public schools. But, though we are calling a halt
to our downward course, we have already reached low
levels. We have trained a generation of school teach-
ers very many of whom are not qualified to give the
desired instruction in Bible and Christian ethies.
For years, we threw about the liquor traffic the pro-
tection of our laws. Possibly, in some degree, it was
in ignorance that we did it. To some, it began to ap-
pear that we would not, could not escape the fatal
consequence of our national folly. But at long last we

called a legal stop to our suicidal course. Some per-
sist in violating the prohibitory statutes. Naturally!

What else could we expect? We had reached extreme-
ly low levels. Bootlegging, complicating as it does the
enforcement of the Eighteenth Amendment, 1s a child
of the saloon. The liquor traffic always was the fos-
tering father of lawlessness. We have decreed the ban-
ishment of the parent. The offspring is yet with us,
and crying for the return of its parent.

It 1s but the logic of events. Every hour’s delay in
effecting any needed reform but lengthens the road
we must travel on our return.

The nations have long delayed acknowledging the
divine source of all authority in civic affairs, have en-
acted statutes contradictory to the divine law, and have
refused to enthrone God’s King. The Seabury investi-
gation in New York City is but one of many incidents
that reveal to what low levels of civie virtue we have
descended. “But forty days—and overthrow!” Sure-
ly the time is short in which to put a stop to our down-
ward course and avoid catastrophe. ‘“Blindness in
part is happened to Israel.” Even some devout Chris-
tians, imbued with the secular theory of the State, are
blinded to the regal claims of Christ the King, and ob-
livious to the fundamental danger of the course the
nations are pursuing. When, from time to time, some
element of the dangerous situation of the nations is
revealed, spasmodic efforts at reform are made. A
World Court, a League of Nations is erected. But the
effort at reform is built on the very same foundation
that made the present reform necessary. A League
of Nations to deliver from the evil results of secular-
ism is built on a secular foundation. And the present
imbroglio in Manchuria and North China is revealing
the inherent weakness of such a league. Certainly
there are difficulties in the way of a radical reform.
Christ cannot be enthroned over our nation or any
nation without effort. But as long as we dwell in a
swamp, we shall inhale its miasma and suffer from

malaria. The course of wisdom is to seek higher
ground. The way is rugged and the journey toilsome.
But dwellers in the lowlands attain the mountain

heights only by climbing. And the longer we dwell in
the swamp the more debilitated we become and the
more toilsome the journey will be.

North Atlantic Students League.

Sir Wilfred Grenfell’s expanding vision of world
gervice is to find further concrete manifestation in an-
other organization, this of students in secondary
schools, high schools, colleges, and universities. Mem-
bership will be confined to schools in the United States,
(anada, Newfoundland, and England. The name of
the organization will be North Atlantic Students
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League of International Cooperation. The purpose of
the league will be the study of foreign affairs and the
promotion of intelligent and friendly international re-
lations between North Atlantic nations and all nations
of the world. The society will function under the aus-
pices of the Yale Round Table of International Rela-
tions and of the Conneeticut Secondary Schools So-
ciety.

Those leading in the formation of the organization
state that “the society is being built upon a framework
of secondary schools, colleges, and universities in the
countries named already organized by their contact
with Sir Wilfred and his work. The presence in Lab-
rador each summer of some seventy students from uni-
versities and schools aiding Sir Wilfred in his work,
and the organized work carried on throughout the year
in innumerable schools, colleges, and universities in
all these countries for the relief of Labrador, creates
a natural skeleton for the organization of a society de-
voted to international intervests and foreign affairs.

“Sir Wilfred, in his great work, recognizes a grow-
ing need that North Atlantic nations shall work in har-
mony for the common objective of world peace and
friendly international relationship. Thus Sir Wilfred,
in organizing the society in question, will be taking
his life work the one step further demanded by pres-
ent world conditions. He has for years inspired count-
less students and prepared them for better meeting
world responsibilities.”

Federated Forces For Prohibition.
By Rev. E. A. Crooks, D. D.

The Federated Forces for Prohibition gave their
three day program in New (astle, Pa., December 9, 10,
and 11. The speakers divide into three teams, each
team appearing for a day. The personnel of the first
team is Mr. Robert Ropp and Col. Raymond Robbins;
the second, Miss Norma Brown and Dr. Ira Landrith;
and the third, Hon. Oliver W Stewart and Dr. Daniel
Poling. Mr. Ropp is an exeeptionally talented young
man who has just completed his collegiate work. He
is the special speaker for the youth section. Miss
Brown is an experienced reform speaker. The other
speakers are all veterans in the prohibition cause. The
program is built for cumulative effect, and certainly
meets expectations. It is a very fine presentation of
the underlying principles of prohibition and of the
causes that brought it about. It furnishes a complete
answer to the current objections that are being made
against it. The entire proeram is masierful and con-
vincing.

The program of the Allied Forces for Prohibition
is the most extensive and most concentrated ever un-
dertaken in behalf of the cause. It began early in
September and is to continue, with a hrief intermis-
sion during the holidays, until the tenth of June, ten
months in all. It was inaugurated at (‘olumbus, Ohio.
Its first sweep was across the continent to Los Angeles,
up the coast to Neattle, back across the northern hor-
der to Boston, up through New England, visiting the
principal cities. A second sweep took them as far
south as Nashville and Little Rock, and west to St.
Louis. Originally the itinerary included 261 citios. It
is being enlarged to 450, Everywhere, the attendance

has been gratifving. Tt has commanded attention
from the unfriendly metropolitan press.

The yroup luncheons are an attractive part of the
program. There are three of these. The luncheon for
voung people is addressed by Mr. Ropp. That 'for the
women is addressed by Miss Brown. Dr. Poling ad-
dresses the Juncheon for men. On the last day in New
Castle, two hundred representative business and pro-
fossional men sat around the tables in the First Chris-
tian Church. In a most pleasing and convincing way,
Dr. Poling presented the advantages of prohibition to
them. Hon. Oliver W. Stewart and Dr. Poling were
the speakers on the closing evening. Their addresses
were a real climax to the three days’ program.

The entire program is vigorous intellectually. The
speakers have thought their subjects through. Their
arguments are sound economically. They have the im-
pelling power of genuine patriotism. They give proper
emphasis to the moral implications of prohibition. To
make the program as nearly ideal as one could expect,
the messages all have geuine spiritual power.

Among the Nazarenes.
By Rev. W. A, A1rix.

The Church of the Nazarene represents one of the
latest waves of Wesleyanism. Tt expresses a reaction
against modern apostasy from the faith of the Gospel,
and lays emphasis upon Gospel holiness. As a Church
it is intensely evangelistic. During the summer season,
when many Churches have largely ceased their activi-
ties, the Church of the Nazarene is doubling her activi-
ties to preach the Gospel to the poor. Separation from
secret societies, non-use of tobacco, and non-participa-
tion in worldly amusements are made conditions of
(‘hurch membership. In harmony with the spirit of
the Church, money is not lavished on places of wor-
ship, and the salaries ministers receive are not exorbi-
tant. This religious body does not place the emphasis
on intellectual attainments that the Unitarian Church
does. But it does insist that the fear of the Lord shall
be regarded as the beginning of wisdom. Though less
than forty years old, this denomination now has seven
colleges. These she considers indispensable in pro-
tecting her young people against modern infidelity. In
the past twenty-five years, the membership of this
Church has increased tenfold.

Like all other Pre-Millennial bodies, the Nazarenes
look askance upon any movement which would lead
believers to exercise faith in political reform measures
They regard the present existing governments as a
part of the expression of anti-Christ in the world, and
give no thought to reforming them. In approaching
these people on the subject of eivil government, the
testimony of the Reformed Presbyterian Chureh is
unique, in that it is not a plea for municipal reform
or civie righteousness, although these things arve in-
volved in it. Bnt it is a Gospel appeal for a nation,
as a moral being, to acknowledge its accountability to
God and recognize Jesus Christ, whowm God hath
clothed with authority and made Mediator between
God and man. 1t defines the attitude which nations
are manifesting toward Christ in terms and prineiples
of the Gospel. As a testimony, it is evangelical
throughout. Morover, it ix a testimony which does
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not urge men to incorporate in existing Christ-reject-
ing governments, but its implications or appeals are
such as call for separation from them.

During the past few months, the writer has come in
contact repeatedly with Nazarene congregations. One
of the first ministers of this Church to grant us a hear-
ing on the subject of “National Repentance” was Rev.
Weaver W. Hess, pastor of the First Nazarene Church
of Pasadena. We had met some years ago in Kansas.
He was attending a Wesleyan Bible school in Eskridge,
during the time of my ministry there. Ilis general re-
spect for the C'ovenanter Church led him to give me
a hearing in his pulpit. After hearing the message,
he expressed his approval to other ministers. Our
message has now been carried into the pulpits of fif-
teen congregations of this denomination. The fellow-
ship with these people has been pleasant. All of the
pastors have been sympathetic in their attitude toward
our message, and the vote in every congregation has
been unanimous in favor of our petition, seeking the
recognition by our nation of Christ as the Mediatorial
King. President Nease, of the Nazarene College of
Pasadena, also gave us a good opportunity to give a
message on the Kingship of Christ to the student body.
There weve 200 students present, coming from several
states. Ten of this number are from foreign countries.
A good percentage of the graduates of this college
devote their lives to religious work.

In giving her testimony concerning the Kingship of
Christ to such denominations as the Church of the
Nazarene, we believe the Reformed Presbyterian
Church is making at least a three-fold contribution
to the cause of Christ, namely:

1. A strong affirmation is furnished for evangelical
faith. That God is willing to deal with nations only
on a Gospel basis through Jesus Christ, the Mediator,
is a teaching of Seripture not commonly proclaimed in
many evangelical bodies. The acceptance of the ma-
terialistie view of Christ’s return to reign in person
over the nations of the world has blinded the eyes of
many people of Christian faith to the provision which
God hath made for nations of the earth to have spirit-
ual fellowship with Him through Jesus Christ. The
setting forth of this important Seripture truth meets
with the joyful approval of evangelical believers, even
though they may not be led to the full realization or
approval of its significance and bearings.

2. Christian unity is promoted. Unless there is the
dissemination of the prineciples of divine truth, theve
can be no real progress in the matter of unity among
believers now separated into various denominations.
What better way is there for promoting such unity
than by personal and sympathetic contact in the
preaching of neglected portions of the Gospel before
these religious bodies that are willing to open their
doors to us?

3. The supplanting of the \purlous teaching coneern-
ing the return and personal reign of Christ on the
earth with the Scriptural doctrine of the spiritual
reign of Christ over the nations of the world. Like
the two disciples on the way to Emmaus, the hearts
of many present day believers have never burned with-
in them concerning the spiritual reign of Christ on
earth because there has not been a thorough opening
of the Scriptures to them on this subject. May our

prayer be that Christ, by His own example, may in-
spire us as we seek to rally the faith of believers, dis-
heartened concerning the Kingship of Christ, and may
the Spirit of truth guide us as we seek to open the
Scriptures, beginning with Moses and the prophets,
and explaining from the Psalms and all the Seriptures
the things which are written concerning Him.

The Three Marks of Modernism.
By Rev. J. G. Vos, Tsitsihar, Manchuria.

Jude 11: “Woe unto them! for they went in
the way of (ain, and ran riotously in the error
of Balaam for hire, and perished in the gain-
saying of Korah.”

The way of Cain was the way of the bloodless sae-
rifice. Abel, by faith, offered a more excellent saeri-
fice than Cain. Abel’s sacrifice of the firstlings of his
flock was the saerifice of a broken and a contrite heart,
and reveals to us his consciousness of sin and sense of
the need of salvation. Cain’s offering was the offering
of a proud heart, the heart that recognized no guilt,
that felt no personal sin. Cain would stand on his own
feet and approach God without an atonement. This
is the very heart of modern theology. The cross of
Jesus Christ, the blood of the Lamb of God, is to the
modernist an offence and a stumbling bloek. To be
sure, they have elaborately thought out “theories of
the atonement,” but these are not for the purpose of
explaining the atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but for the purpose of explaining it away. When we
see books by questionable authors, or listen to ad-
dresses by men of questionable orthodoxy, let us not
be led astray by their apparent spirituality, by their
seeming reverence and piety. 1t is better to go straight
to the center of things, and ask, “What does this man
really believe about the blood of Christ?’ For except
the blood of Christ be there, it is the way of Cain.

Balaam was employed by Balak, king of Moab, to
curse the people of Israel. While in Balak’s employ,
he corrupted Israel by luring the people into idolatry.
So Balaam is an example of those who teach false doe-
trine for money. Through the history of the Christian
Chureh, men have endured great privations and suffer-
ings, and death itself, for the truth of God. But mod-
ernism has no martyrs. It is the pliable religion of
compromise and tolerance. And its advocates are in
well paid positions. The men who are propagating re-
ligious liberalism in the world today are as a eclass
sleek and comfortable and well paid. In c¢lassroom and
in pulpit, they corrupt the faith and morals of the peo-
ple, and they make a good living by doing it. The
very thought is repulsive but it is true. Money and
property is to a very great extent responsible for theo-
logical compromise. The modernist preacher in an
evangelical pulpit is being paid by evangelical money
to break down the faith of the Church which supports
him.

horah, Dathan, and Abiram, with others, “assembled
themselves together against Moses and against Aaron,
and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you . . 7
Korah shows the third tendency of modernism, its con-
tempt for lawful Church authority. Moses and Aaron
were commissioned by God to be the leaders of Israel.
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Korah and his associates were not commissioned by
God. They resisted the lawful authority of Moses and
Aaron whom God had set over the people. When
Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram they replied, “We
will not come up.” Modernism first rejects the au-
thority of the Word of God, then of the commandments
of God, and finally of the Church of God. Modernism
is lawlessness. How many there are today who have
solemnly taken the vows of ordination as ministers in
evangelical Churches who are preaching another Gos-
pel which is a perversion of the Gospel of C(hrist!
Even sound presbyteries and synods and general as-
semblies and conferences in some denominations have
lost control over the ministry through the spirit of
lawlessness which is in the Churches today. And per-
haps there is need for a warning even in our own Cove-
nanter Church. What does it mean when one hears
of persons who left the ('hurch because a session at-
tempted some much needed discipline? What does it
mean when one hears people say that if the law of the
Church on the voting question were to be enforeed,
the Church would lose so and so many members? We
are all pledged by our terms of commumnion to “due
subordination in the Lord to the authority of the Synod
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North Amer-
ica.” Tt is not easy for Church sessions to deal faith-
fully with people. Let us remember what happened
to Korah and his followers, for these things were writ-
ten for our learning. Many of us are praying for re-
vival. It takes inore than prayer. It takes obedience
to the commandments of God. If we love the Covenan-
ter Church, let us purge out the old leaven and ap-
proach (fod with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.

The Deputation Appreciated.

Dr. T. M. Slater, Acting Corresponding Secretary of
the Board of Foreign Missions during the absence of
Dr. F. M. Wilson in the Orient, received the following
letters from the field commending the work of the
Deputation. The Foreign Board hereby affords the
Church an opportunity to read them.

Although the world considers this year to be a very
unfortunate one, yet we, in the field of Latakia, Syria,
consider it to be a very fortunate and blessed year.
Why not, and a new era in the work has been opened
up here.

It is a realized dream to see with us two of the
leading members of the Board, sent as a special depu-
tation, carrying to us the wishes, love, and intervest of
the Church in America as a whole, as well as thelr own
personal interest in this old and beloved field.

We need not tell you how much inspiration and en-
couragement we received from the advice that was so
freely given, in the spirit of Christian love, as we dis-
cussed the many problems that present themselves In
the administration of the work in this part of the field.
We have many precious memories to earry with us
for years to come.

Our Council therefore thought the least thing we
could do would be to send to the Board our unanimous
vote of thanks for your kindness and the interest you
have thus shown in the work. We wish to expresy our
heartfelt appreciation of your love for us as you have

expressed it in sending Dr. Wilson and Dr. McQarroll
to us to study in person and in conference with us
the situation as found here and to point out what
changes seemed necessary to the success of the work.
We were very glad to have Mrs. Wilson with us also
and regret very much that Mrs. McCarroll could not
come.
Trusting that the Board will accept our profound and
hearty thanks and our sincere appreciation, we remain,
Yours in the Lord,
K. Awap,
Secretary of the Counecil.

We want to thank the Board very, very heartily for
sending the deputation along this summer. We had
been praying for them for some time, and finally our
prayer was realized to the fullest extent of our fond-
est hopes.

We had ten days with them at our missionary con-
ference in the summer, where they contributed many
thoughtful and inspirational ideas to our meetings.

Then they were here in Latakia two weeks, and very,
very busy weeks thev were. They spared no pains to
look into all the work. Every day was crowded full
of work for them, often until midnight. They were
willing to talk over everything with us, and helped
us to solve many of our problems much easier than we
had expected. A person from the outside can often
offer suggestions that make an apparent deadlock pass
off easily. This we feel they did a time or two. They
mspired us to go on much more strongly with plans
we had, the wisdom of which we had greatly doubted.
They also suggested new plans which seem to fit in
well.

The Syrian people enjoyed very much visiting with
them, and got a new and better idea of their duty in
it all. I believe with this visit the work will take on
a new spirit and emphasis. I hope we shall be able
to show better results to you from year to vear. We
are now praying that the deputation and their wives
may reach home safely and be able to present our
Lord’s work here to you and the home Church in a
worthy manner. Then may you as a Board and we
as your executives here be able to carry on His work,
more as He would have it. -

Personally of course we were thankful that our uncle
and aunt were of the deputation, and it was a pleasaut
two weeks to have them in our home. We will long
remember that time.

We would like to add that we feel an ordained mis-
slonary is very necessary here on the field, and we
would request that one be sent out as soon as possible.
We need some one who ean devote his full time to the
spiritual part of the work here. It will help a great
deal in keeping the machinery well oiled.

Yours sincerely,
(. T. HUTCHESON.
Apax 'W. HurcHESON.

While the visit of Dr. and Mrs. Wilson and Dr. and
Mrs. MeCarroll is still fresh m our minds, we feel we
should write you to tell you and the other members
ol the Board of Foreign Missions how mueh we appre-
ciated their heing with us and their helpful couneil to
us while they were here, 1t was a great help and
pleasure to have them with us at our annual confer-
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ence of all the missionaries of the R. P. Church in the
Levant. Then they came to us in Latakia, after visit-
ing Miss French and our Irish brethren to the north.
It was my privilege to visit two villages with them
and to introduce them to a number of our Syrian co-
laborers.

They were made regular members of our Council for
the October meeting and we were glad to have their
advice on many knotty problems. They did not spare
themselves in any way while here but gave of their
time and energy unstintedly. In many conferences to-
gether with others and in personal interviews, we
learned muech that is proving helpful already and
which we trust will continue to show its helpfulness.
We were sorry that Mrs. MeCarroll eould not come
with the others to all the stations. We would have
been very glad to have welcomed her in Latakia.

‘We feel certain that the members of the Board
will enjoy the full reports that Drs. Wilson and Me-
Carroll will carry back with them. Do not expect
them to tell it all at one meeting. You should give
them time to talk and tell it all. One very important
thing for us here is the setting up of a Presbytery in
the Latakia field, and 1 hope in this matter the Boards
in America, Ireland, and Scotland will cooperate very
closely so that we shall not continue as two separate
missions but rather as one. The presence of an or-
dained minister is very necessary to the continued sue-
cess of our work. We know that this will be worked
out for the setting up of the Presbytery. We wish to
urge, however, the necessity of one to remain more or
less permanently. None of us here are trained in the
lines which lead one to place his attention upon the
affairs of the Church in the organized bodies, as we
should be to help them to greater experience in spirit-
val affairs. We trust you will arrive at an early de-
cision and make a strong call for an ordained man.

We trust you are all well. May the Lord continue
to bless you very abundantly!

Yours very sincerely,
R. E. SmimH.

Just a word about the visit of the deputation to Cy-
prus. Unfortunately, they came at a time of political
disturbance in the island and they were much restriet-
ed in their movements. However, their presence has
been a stimulus to the missionaries to do more inten-
sive and extensive work. Espeeially has it been use-
ful in helping to settle differences among native work-
ers and in laying down a program of work which will
reach out more into the villages and which will be dis-
tinetly evangelistie. .

Their presence in the Council mecting was a great
help in bringing harmony and in making clear the re-
lationship of the Board to the work in the 1sl.a1'1d. We
also greatly appreciate their helpful and inspiring mes-
sages during the communion season. Probably the
sehools felt the benefit of their presence more than
any other department. The students will always re-
member those few days as red letter days.

We also greatly enjoyed their visit with us in the
home. It was like a bit of home atmosphere brought
to us, and a time which we shall long remember with

pleasure. o )
We feel that the visit of the deputation way well

worth while. Incidentally, it provided us with another
American teacher for the winter.
Yours very sincerely,
CAaLviN McCARROLL.

Psalm-Aids.
“It Seems To Me.”

With reference to the anonymous contribution to
“Psalm-Aids” in the C'ovenanter Witness for November
25, 1 would like to make some comment under the
modest caption which is used by the general secretary
of the ('ouncil of Churches in our city over his edi-
torials.

The writer of the article referred to above advises
to “sing the time as indicated, and you will
not go wrong,” my understanding being that the ref-
erence is to the tempo indicated just below the name
of the tune. As a matter of interest, I made a tabula-
tion of the eight tunes used on a recent Sabbath in
our two regular services, showing the time required
to sing each tune through, as we ordinarily sing it,
compared with the time given in the Psalter, with the
following resluts:

)

Tune Time Used Time Indicated
Number in Singing in Psalter
No. 1a 18 seconds 22 seconds
No. 39 24 “ 34 “

No. 43 34 “ 43 “
No. 66 21 s 25 «
No. 309 30 “ 45 «
No. 332 34 “ 23 «
No. 342 2] ¢ 25 “
No. 354 18 “ 23 «

As to the time indicated in the Psalter, a simple cal-
culation shows that there apparently are three mis-
prints in the time indicated. No. 39 should be given
as 36 seconds instead of 34; No. 332, 46 seconds in-
stead of 23; No. 342, 27 seconds instead of 25.

As to whether our singing would be called “racing”
there might be quite a difference of opinion, but we
sometimes hear tunes sung faster than we sing them
in Kansas City, and some, indeed, in our own congre-
gation have hinted that our singing sometimes is a
wee bit slow.

“[t seems to me,” with due respect to the commit-
tee which edited the musie, that the tempo indicated is,
in many cases, too slow, at least for a small congrega-
tion of average singers such as ours, and I am duly
arateful for the statement on page vii under “Explana-
tory Notes” in the front of the Psalter that “The tempo
marks given are merely suggestive,” thus giving pre-
centors a license to vary the tempo as eircumstances
scem to demand.

As an example of how the time may be varied to
suit the circumstances, we usually sing No. 193a in
about 26 seconds as indicated in the Psalter, but when
we use verses 11 and 12 as a doxology at the close
of a communion service we sing it muach more slowly,
taking about 34 seconds.

Davip M. Dobps.

(Send copy for this department to Rev. W. J. Me-
Burney, 703 East State Street, Prineeton, Indiana.)
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For the Prayer Meeting
Committee.

We copy the following suggestions
from The Christian Fndeavor Man-
ual as some of the ways in which a
prayer meeting committee may insure
a good meeting.

1. It may see that every one has a
copy of the weekly topies with the
suggested Bible-readings.

2. It may urge the members fre-
quently, through its monthly written
reports and in other ways, to careful
preparation and Bible-study on the
topic of the meeting.

3. It will study the personnel of its
own society, taking mental notes at
every meeting of those who do their
best, and of those who fulfil their
pledge in the most careless way, or
forget to observe it altogether.

4. Tt will encourage the one class
and do everything possible to stimu-
late the other to genuine faithfulness.

5. It will sometimes furnish for the
vounger and more timid ones a verse
of Scripture, or an appropriate quo-
tation bearing upon the topic.

6. But 1t will not always furnish a
crutch for such members, lest they
never learn to go alone.

7. It will often distribute itself in
different parts of the prayer-meeting
room, sitting beside those who need
help or encouragement.

8. It will repress the hoodlum ele-
ment, if ever this should come into
the society meetings, and will not
hesitate to insist that those who do
not behave themselves properly in the
House of God have no right to come
to the meetings.

9. It will be ready to fill in the
awkward pause which sometimes
comes even in the best prayer-meet-
ings, but it will not do much of the
talking itself, lest other members
should not feel their responsibility.

10. Tt will be alert at the beginning
of the meeting to give it the right
trend and direction, and its members
will usually take part within the first
fifteen minutes, which is the hardest
end always of the prayer-meeting.
If anv untoward event oceurs in the
meeting, any unhappy remark is
made, or anv ridiculous sentiment ex-
pressed, it will guietly seek to turn
back the meeting into the proper
channel of reverence and devotion
and earnestness.

11. Tt will be especially helpful to
the leader, particularly if he is a

FTFATHE

(

Back of any repul-
sive personality is a
human soul, great
enough in its possi-
bilities to bring the
‘ Son of God from
Heaven to Calvary; ugly enough
in its sin to warrant God’s undy-
ing wrath. With this much aec-
cepted as true, shall any human
sin, any social vileness, or any per-
sonal fastidiousness keep us from
exploring the caverns of rotted hu-
manity with the torch of Christ’s
transforming Gospel?

young and inexperienced Christian.
It will talk the meeting over with
him, pray with him about it in ad-
vance, advise him how to start and
how to close it.

12. Tt will delegate one of its own
number or some other older member
to sit by the leader to give him moral
support and actual help in eonduct-
ing the meeting if he desires it.

13. It will hold a preliminary pray-
er-meeting with the leader, and oth-
ers who may desire to come, for God’s
special blessing upon the meeting
which is about to be held, upon the
leader, and all the influences which
shall go out of the meeting.

It may seem that these duties are
very onerous and burdensome, and
that no one without supernatural pow-
ers will dare to undertake them ; but it
must be remembered that they are not
all expected every week, and that not
every member of the committee has to
perform them all. These are simply
ways in which the prayer-meeting
may be helped and all the attendants
stimulated to better service,

Standard of Efficiency.

Just now—at the beginning of the
year—is a good time for each Society
to look over the Standard of Effici-
ency. Your Society can, by starting
at the beginning of the year, make a
100% rating for itself in 1932 if it
exercises energy and care. Why not
read it over carefully; bring up the
matter in your Young People’s Soci-
ety at the next meeting; and start in
with the determination that yours
will be one of the perfect societies?

This Standard of Efficiency, as you
will recall, was adopted by the Na-
tional Young People’s Conference at
Winona Lake. There are ten polnts,
each of which is within the possibility
of each society. The ten points fol-
low:

1. 50 prayer meetings
2. 4 business meetings with an
attendance of 75% of
resident members ......
10 socials
85% adhering to the tithe
principle
5. 259% of the society giving
part time to definite
Christian work

6. 50% taking part in each
meeting apart from sing-
ing
One won to Christ and the
Covenanter Church for
each ten members ......
8. Essential committees: pray-
er meeting, look-out, re-
form, social, sunshine,
missionary, musie ......

9. 20% of members at annual
convention ............
Special study on Church
history, doctrine, mis-
sions, or personal work ..

A Splendid Tribute.

David G. Wylie, D. D.,, Ph. D,
LL. D., a short time before his death,
made an extended study of the Cov-
enanter Chureh, its history, its belief,
and its work, from 250 years ago to
the present time.

Every young Covenanter will be
glad to know something of what he
found to be true. What he has writ-
ten is one of the finest tributes that
has ever been paid the Covenanter
Church. He says his booklet is de-
signed to present “what the Covenan-
ter Chureh has believed, taught, and
practiced for the past 250 years.” Dr.
Wylie says many commendable things.
We share with you the following:

Steadfastness.

“I call attention to a remarkable
fact, namely, that the doctrines in re-
gard to the Secriptures, the Presby-
terlan polity, the purity of worship,
thg duty of covenanting, the head-
ship of Christ over the Church and
nations, enumerated by the Covenan-
ter Church in the time of Charles II,
have been adhered to and faithifully
proclaimed by the Reformed Presby.
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